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The Lee County Commission convened in regular session at the Courthouse in Opelika, 
Alabama, Monday, January 8, 2018 at 5:00 p.m.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited, followed 
by an invocation by Judge English.  

 
During citizens communication, Johnny Ford stated he wished to announce his candidacy 

for State Representative, House District 82 in the Alabama Legislature, which includes a portion 
of Lee County.  Mr. Ford stated he is a graduate of Auburn University, but tonight he would be 
pulling for Alabama to win the National Championship game against Georgia.   Mr. Ford stated 
if elected he wanted to let the Commission know they will have representation in Montgomery 
and he will have an open-door policy.      

 
 
The Chairman declared a quorum and officially opened the meeting with the following 

members recorded as being present: Judge Bill English, Chairman, and Commissioners Sheila 
Eckman, Johnny Lawrence, Gary Long and John Andrew Harris.  Absent:  Commissioner Ham.  
Elected official(s) in attendance:  Sheriff Jay Jones.  News media in attendance:  Opelika 
Observer reporter Fred Woods and Opelika-Auburn News reporter Kara Coleman.    

 
 
Copies of the items on the Consent Agenda sent to the Commissioners in their packets 

included:  two listings of claims, procurement card transactions from December, and minutes of 
the December 11, 2017 meeting.  Commissioner Long made a motion to approve the consent 
agenda items as presented.   The motion was seconded by Commissioner Lawrence and passed 
unanimously.   
 
 
 Selena Daniel presented an informational packet to the Commission on a potential piece 
of property for recreation purposes located in Loachapoka.  Mrs. Daniel stated the primary parcel 
is 25 acres, plus an additional 5-acre parcel adjoining, if the Commission wishes to move 
forward.  Mrs. Daniel further stated the owner is willing to negotiate on the price, if that is a 
concern.  Judge English questioned the house located on the property.  Mrs. Daniel stated there is 
one, but it has no value.   Mrs. Daniel questioned what the next step would be in determining 
whether the Commission would move forward or not.    Judge English stated several people, 
including the Commissioners and County Administrator Roger Rendleman, would need to look 
at the land to determine if the land is suitable for recreation purposes.   Mrs. Daniel stated the 
landowner would be available to show it, if needed.  Commissioner Harris stated he and others in 
the Loachapoka community had looked at the parcel and stated he feels the Commission needs to 
expedite the process and move forward on this opportunity.  No action was taken by the 
Commission.       
     
  
 Attorneys Christy Crow and Bill Fuller of Jinks, Crow & Dickson were in attendance 
requesting the Commission engage their firm to file litigation to address the opioid crises, hoping 
they can recover funds to abate this nuisance.  Attorney Crow presented information to the 
Commission asking the Commission to consider joining other counties and cities in Alabama in 
holding prescription opiate manufacturers accountable.  Attorney Crow stated that there were 
64.5 opioid prescriptions per 100 people last year in Lee County.  Further, she stated the people 
that cause this crisis are the manufacturers and the distributors of opioids.  Federal multi-district 
litigation was formed in December, which means all cases from around the country are being 
consolidated in Ohio.  Law firms from the various states involved are working together to 
represent them.  Attorney Crow explained that any city or county wishing to participate will have 
to file their own claim, as it is not a class action lawsuit, which means if you don’t participate, 
you don’t recover. Mr. Fuller reiterated that this would be at no cost to the County, and that they 
are 1 of 6 firms in Alabama participating so far.  He said this would not be a burden on County 
staff.  Commissioner Eckman questioned whether they will go after doctors.  Attorney Crow 
stated no, that they are addressing the manufacturers and the distributors.  Commissioner 
Lawrence stated he would like to look at the information further before making a decision.  At 
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the conclusion, County Attorney Stan Martin requested a copy of a proposed Resolution and of 
the proposed contingency agreement.    No action was taken by the Commission.     
 
  
 Montray Thompson of Rolling Hills Subdivision presented pictures to the Commission 
on the road conditions in the Rolling Hills subdivision.  Mr. Thompson stated that County 
Engineer Justin Hardee had contacted him about the situation and Mr. Thompson stated he was 
pleased with Mr. Hardee’s knowledge of the situation and possible solution.  Mr. Hardee 
indicated that he had gone out and looked at the situation and stated there were base failures with 
alligator cracking in 3-4 areas, but otherwise the roads were in good shape.  Mr. Hardee 
explained that he would place the subdivision in the work order system to address the issues.  
Mr. Hardee further explained that these issues could not be addressed by the patching crew.  
Additionally, Mr. Carter, the developer, addressed the Commission stating the subdivision was 
built in 2004 to Lee County standards.  Judge English stated he was glad to know it followed 
protocol.  Commissioner Lawrence questioned if any action by the Commission was necessary.  
Mr. Hardee stated no Commission action was necessary because he had already put it into the 
work order system.     
 
 
 Governmental Relations/Safety Coordinator Wendy Swann presented change order #2 for 
the Beulah Senior Center project.  Mrs. Swann stated that due to a compaction test failure, for the 
parking lot, the existing soil contains bad dirt and will need to be replaced with new compacted 
soil.   Mrs. Swann stated that the effect of the change order offsets change order #1 presented in 
August, which was a reduction in the contract.  This change order actually increases the original 
contract of $802,000 by $63.40.    Mrs. Swann stated the project is two weeks from completion 
with a walk-thru scheduled at that time.  Commissioner Lawrence made a motion to approve 
change order #2 for the Beulah Senior Center project.  The motion was seconded by 
Commissioner Long and carried unanimously.    
 
 
 Commissioner Harris once again reported on the Lee County Voters League.  
Commissioner Harris stated the Lee County Voters League was recognized nationally for the 
Lee County vote in the Special Senate Election held December 12, 2017.  Additionally, 
Commissioner Harris invited all in attendance to their meeting tonight at 6:00 PM at St. James 
Baptist Church.   Commissioner Harris stated members of the local delegation would be in 
attendance.     
  
 

Commissioner Lawrence made a motion at approximately 5:45 PM to adjourn.  The 
motion was seconded by Commissioner Long and carried unanimously.    
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The Lee County Commission convened in regular adjourned session at the Courthouse in 
Opelika, Alabama, Monday, January 29, 2018 at 5:00 p.m.  The Pledge of Allegiance was 
recited, followed by an invocation by Commissioner Lawrence.  

 
During citizens’ communications, Judy Lockhart appeared before the Commission to 

discuss the closure of Highway 14 in Loachapoka during the recent snow and ice storm.  Ms. 
Lockhart reported that a portion of Highway 14 had been barricaded due to black ice, but there 
was no place to turn around once a person approached the barricade.    Ms. Lockhart asked that 
in the future if the county could inform the public of any road closures.  Ms. Lockhart further 
thanked Commissioner Harris and Sheriff Jones for working with the Highway Department in 
putting sand on that portion of the road, so the road could reopen. 

 
 
Next, Ms. Lockhart recognized Keisha Chapman for initiating a program to clean up 

debris in the Loachapoka community.  Ms. Chapman stated she and two little ladies had picked 
up 19 bags of trash in the community one weekend in January, and another weekend they picked 
up another 10 bags.    Commissioner Harris thanked Sheriff Jones for placing a deputy in the 
area to slow the traffic for their safety.   

 
 
Mike Sparks appeared and introduced himself as a candidate for Senate District 13.  Mr. 

Sparks stated he is a resident of Lineville and just retired from the State Department of Forensic 
Services, where he has been working on legislation for that department for the last 10 years.    
Mr. Sparks reminded everyone to vote on June 5. 

 
 

  The Chairman declared a quorum and officially opened the meeting with the following 
members recorded as being present: Judge Bill English, Chairman, and Commissioners Sheila 
Eckman, Johnny Lawrence, Robert Ham, Gary Long and John Andrew Harris.  Elected 
official(s) in attendance:   Senator Tom Whatley and Sheriff Jay Jones.  News media in 
attendance:  Opelika Observer reporter Fred Woods.    

 
 
Judge English recognized Sheriff Jay Jones for being named Sheriff of the Year by the 

Alabama Sheriff’s Association.  Judge English stated the Sheriffs of Alabama passed a 
Resolution in 2015 to establish the award named after the executive director of the Alabama 
Sheriff’s Association, Mr. Robert D. Timmons, who served in that position for more than 40 
years.  The Sheriff of the Year is recognized each year at the Sheriff’s Association’s winter 
conference during the banquet, which also sees the installation of the incoming president and 
officers of the association.  The award, based on a vote of the 67-member Sheriffs of the 
association, is to honor a Sheriff in the State of Alabama who, through action, has provided 
leadership, commitment to professionalism and high standards in law enforcement and represents 
the Office of Sheriff in a manner of exemplary service to the citizens whom they serve.  Judge 
English congratulated Sheriff Jones.   Sheriff Jones stated he is honored to receive the award but 
credits his staff for making his job easier and to be rewarded with the award.    Further, Sheriff 
Jones stated he loves his job.   Sheriff Jones introduced his wife, Judy, who was in attendance.    

 
 
Commissioner Harris recognized Johnny Ford who read the following Proclamation 

honoring George “Tootie” Bandy.   
 

 Lee County Voters League 
 

PROCLAMATION 
 

By President John Andrew Harris 
 



 
MINUTES OF THE LEE COUNTY COMMISSION, REG. ADJ. TERM, JANUARY 29, 2018 

 

 
 

2

WHEREAS, Reverend George Bandy passed away January 16 in this 2018th year of our 
Lord after a third of a century in God’s service at Saint James Missionary Baptist Church.   
 

WHEREAS, Representative Bandy was elected to House District 83 in 1994 as part of 
our Lee County Delegation in the State Legislature serving in many capacities and on many 
committees; most notable for this Proclamation, Chair of the Lee County Legislation Committee.        
 

WHEREAS, George ‘Tootie’ Bandy’s legacy continues at Bandy Park which now bears 
his name in Opelika conveying his long, well established history of service for work he 
accomplished starting as a student working for Opelika Parks and Recreation under the prior 
“Jeter Street” park nomenclature. 
 

WHEREAS, Mr. Bandy was Chairman of the Alabama Democratic Conference, 
President of the Lee County Alliance and Lee County Concerned Citizens and member of the 
NAACP as well as the Lee County Voters League. 
 

WHEREAS, proclamator John Andrew Harris began elected public service the same 
year with the Honorable George Bandy as the first two African Americans elected to the Opelika 
City Council and in keeping with the Spirit conveyed by House Speaker Mac McCutcheon who 
led a moment of silence in Rep. Bandy's memory at the end of chamber proceedings on the day 
of his passing who said, "The institutional knowledge that he gathered during his long service 
often provided needed insight and guidance to his colleagues," and, "We will miss his presence 
in the hallways, committee rooms and chambers of the Alabama State House." 
 

NOW THEREFORE, as President of Lee County Voters League I am honored to 
proclaim to this esteemed body which Rep. Bandy also served well; our genuine thanks, 
gratitude and expression of how Rev. Bandy is missed.  In the Spirit of 2 Timothy 4:7, this 
servant of God indeed fought the good fight, finished the course and kept the faith who earned 
the words conveyed in Matthew 25:21, well done good and faithful servant: enter into the joy of 
thy Lord. 
 

FURTHER, The Honorable Johnny Ford, Founder of the World Conference of Mayors 
of which Rev. Bandy was also a member, who also served as a State Representative with Rep. 
Bandy in Montgomery is reading this Proclamation submitted today as a fellow League member 
on behalf of President Harris. 

 
 
Next, Elizabeth Burton read the following Resolution presented by the Lee County 

Commission honoring George “Tootie” Bandy.   
 

  RESOLUTION CELEBRATING THE LIFE AND LEGACY OF  
STATE REPRESENTATIVE GEORGE C. “TOOTIE” BANDY 

 
WHEREAS, with utmost reverence and respect, we celebrate the life and legacy of a true 

community leader, Rep. Rev. George C. “Tootie” Bandy, who proudly served the constituents of 
House District 83 in Lee County and Russell County as a member of the Alabama House of 
Representatives for 24 years until he passed away January 16, 2018; and  
 

WHEREAS, Rev. Bandy was born February 7, 1945, in Opelika, Alabama, to the late 
Joe Henry Bandy and Annie Bell Tolbert Bandy; and he had a great passion and felt his life had 
a greater purpose in pursuing civil rights and fair and equal treatment for all; and   
 

WHEREAS, he was called to the ministry during the 1980s, entered Morehouse College 
at the age of 36, graduating with honors with a Bachelor of Science in Religion and Finance, and 
served as pastor at Saint James Missionary Baptist Church for more than 33 years.  Through his 
experiences at Morehouse, he was led to enter the political realm to enact changes in the local 
political system; and  
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WHEREAS, Rev. Bandy was instrumental in changing the form of government for the 
City of Opelika, allowing minority participation in city politics and resulting in his being the first 
African-American elected to the Opelika City Council; following years of service on the City 
Council, he was elected to the Lee County Commission, continuing to serve his community and 
be a voice for those in need; just as he fought on the local level for minority participation, Rev. 
Bandy fought on the state level as well, working to have the district lines redrawn; and because 
of his efforts, Rev. Bandy was elected to the Alabama State House for District #83 in 1994, 
proudly serving the citizens of Lee and Russell counties as Chairman of the Lee County Local  
Legislation Committee and on the House State Government, and Transportation, Utilities, and 
Infrastructure committees, serving with distinction for 24 years until his untimely death; and  
 

WHEREAS, Rev. Bandy served as the Chairman of the Alabama Democratic 
Conference, as President of the Lee County Alliance, was a member of the NAACP, the Lee 
County Voters League and as President of the Lee County Concerned Citizens; and 
 

WHEREAS, survivors include his beloved wife Barbara Ann Smith Bandy; three 
children, Jennifer Mitchell, Eric (Janice) Smith, and George Bandy, Jr. (Carmen); two brothers, 
Jack, Sr. (Jacqueline) Bandy and Whithi “Ben” Bandy; four sisters, Mary Jo Bandy, Diane 
Holloway, Denise Freeman and Phyllis Thomas; brother-in-law Paul (Charity) Smith; sisters-in-
law, Gloria Smith (William) Jackson and Helen Patrick; one uncle, Paul (Mary) Gibson; two 
special cousins, Horace Jackson and Gloria Tucker; 16 grandchildren; and a host of nieces, 
nephews, cousins and friends. 

 
Now therefore, BE IT RESOLVED by the Lee County Commission, that, while grieving 

the death of Rep. Rev George C. “Tootie” Bandy, we are extremely grateful for his abundant life 
and tireless service to others, and we offer this resolution in highest tribute to his legacy, as well 
as in heartfelt sympathy to his family. 

 
Commissioner Harris recognized Pastor Carolyn Norton for her work in the community.  

Commissioner Harris stated he had received the 2018 Martin Luther King Dreamers’ Award for 
his work in the community.   Pastor Norton stated she serves to give back to the community.  
Also, Pastor Norton stated she organizes the Community Prayer Walk each year in the Jeter and 
Samford area in Opelika.   

   
 
County Administrator Roger Rendleman presented the following Resolution asking for 

Commission support of SB130 concerning the Simplified Sellers Use Tax.    Commissioner Ham 
made a motion to support SB130.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Harris and 
carried unanimously.   

    RESOLUTION 
 
WHEREAS, in October 2015 the Simplified Sellers Use Tax came into existence and 

allowed companies without a physical presence in the state to voluntarily collect and remit state 
and local sales and use taxes; and 
   

WHEREAS, in December 2016 Amazon joined the program increasing collections from 
$700,000 to $5.7 million in the first month of its participation; and  

  
WHEREAS, although counties have received almost $20 million since the beginning of 

the SSUT program, that funding is in jeopardy with Amazon’s purchase of Whole Foods.; and 
 
WHEREAS, under current law Amazon would be considered an affiliate and would no 

longer have to collect and remit all state and local sales and use taxes; and 
 
WHEREAS, the only municipalities and counties that would receive collected state and 

local sales and use taxes would be the five municipalities with a Whole Foods location 
representing a 70% decrease in overall revenue from the program; and 
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WHEREAS, Lee County and its municipalities would lose $971,231 with the County 
alone losing $404,236. 

 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Lee County Commission, that the 

Lee County Legislative Delegation be asked to support SB130 amending the SSUT thereby 
preserving Amazon’s participation in the program and allowing counties and municipalities to 
continue to collect monies from this important revenue resource. 

    
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this be transmitted to each of the seven 

members of the Lee County Legislative Delegation. 
 
 
Copies of the items on the Consent Agenda sent to the Commissioners in their packets 

included:  two listings of claims, an updated listing of claims for payment, announcement of an 
opening on the Beauregard Water Authority and the Lee County Mental Health Board and 
minutes of the January 8 meeting.   After discussion of the board openings, Commissioner Ham 
made first reading of Chris Hodges to the Lee County Recreation Board.  Commissioner Long 
made a motion to approve the consent agenda items as presented.   The motion was seconded by 
Commissioner Lawrence and passed on a vote of 4-0-1 with Commissioner Ham abstaining.   
 
 

Attorneys Christy Crow and Bill Fuller of Jinks, Crow & Dickson were in attendance 
again requesting the Commission engage their firm to file litigation to address the opioid crises.   
Ms. Crow addressed Judge English’s question about the cities and counties their firm is currently 
representing stating the handout she gave to the Commission contains the names of those 
counties they represent.  Ms. Crow added that their firm would have representation at the 
upcoming hearing next week, but she would not personally be in attendance.  Judge English 
stated County Attorney Stan Martin had been working diligently on this issue, but he was not in 
attendance due to a family emergency.  Judge English questioned the Commission if any 
member was opposed in principle to recognizing the opioid crisis.  Commissioner Harris stated 
the county needs more funds and this is a way to help and we need to move forward.    Attorney 
Rick Davidson stated Auburn, Opelika and Lee County should be united and further indicated 
that the City of Auburn is looking to partner with a firm, but wanted to see where the county 
stands before deciding.  Judge English indicated another law firm was in attendance asking for 
consideration as well.    

 
 

 Commissioner Harris again discussed the potential land purchase for recreation in 
Loachapoka.    Commissioner Harris stated that time is of the essence, and indicated that if the 
Commission does not move quickly the land may be gone.   At the last meeting, Selena Daniel 
presented an information packet to each Commissioner and Commissioner Harris stated he 
thought she would be in attendance tonight.  Commissioner Harris reiterated the fact that the 
owner is willing to negotiate the price.  Mr. Rendleman stated that normally on an issue such as 
this, the Commission would discuss the matter in Executive Session since it may involve 
purchase negotiations.  Commissioner Harris stated an executive session could be held tonight.  
Judge English reminded Commissioner Harris that a 5-day notice must be given.  Judge English 
stated the item would be placed on the next agenda.   
 
  
 Smiths Station Fire and Rescue Assistant Fire Chief Daniel Sexton announced to the 
citizens that they had obtained their state license to operate their own ambulance service, with 
service scheduled to begin February 1.   Mr. Sexton stated the Lee County Commission currently 
spends approximately $289,000 for ambulance service, but over the past years it has cost the 
county nothing for CARE Ambulance to operate in the Smiths area.  Mr. Sexton thanked Mr. 
Harrelson of CARE Ambulance for being a good partner with Smiths Station Fire and Rescue.  
Commissioner Long also stated he appreciated what CARE Ambulance did for the area.     
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 Commissioner Ham discussed the contract with East Alabama Medical Center EMS for 
ambulance services.   Commissioner Ham stated he had discussed the issue with Mayor Gary 
Fuller, who stated the city is considering providing their own service, since the county has not 
fully funded the ambulance service at the level that the two cities are doing.   Commissioner 
Ham stated the ambulance service had been underfunded by the county for the last two years.   
Commissioner Eckman stated she did not agree with the decreased funding for the ambulance 
service during budget work sessions.  Commissioner Ham made a motion to allocate $45,000 to 
the ambulance service and to authorize Judge English to sign the agreement.  The motion was 
seconded by Commissioner Eckman for discussion.  Commissioner Harris stated several years 
ago, they said no additional funds would be necessary to provide ambulance service.  Further, 
Commissioner Harris stated he talked to members of the city council, who knew nothing about it.   
Commissioner Harris stated he was under the impression that the Commission has no money, 
now he is being told different.  Further, Commissioner Harris questioned who was on the board, 
and Judge English stated he and Commissioner Ham were both on the ambulance advisory board 
along with representatives from the two cities, but stated it has no authority and acts only as an 
advisory board.   Commissioner Harris stated it was an ethics violation for anyone to vote if they 
are on the board, and that it is a conflict of interest.  Judge English disagreed.  Commissioner 
Ham stated the ambulance service deals with life and death issues and questioned the 
responsibility of the Commission.  Commissioner Long questioned Mr. Harrelson if they respond 
to calls in Russell County and asked how much they get.  Mr. Harrelson indicated they do 
respond to Russell County and get no funding from them.   Further, Commissioner Long stated 
KidOne had come before the Commission requesting $1,500 and the Commission turned them 
away.  Commissioner Harris stated Mr. Clifford Jones had asked for $5,000 and the Commission 
told him no.   Commissioner Eckman once again stated she felt the ambulance funding should 
have been included in the budget.   Upon vote on the motion, it ended in a 2-2-1-tie vote with 
Commissioners Ham and Eckman voting “Yes”, Commissioners Long and Harris voting “No”, 
and Commissioner Lawrence abstaining.  Judge English broke the tie and voted “Yes” and the 
motion passed on a vote of 3-2-1.    
 
 
 Margaret Young Brown appeared to discuss the condition of Lee Roads 392 and 127.   
Ms. Brown stated she had asked for 5-10 loads of dirt be placed on the road, but was told that no 
dirt could be delivered.  Then Ms. Brown stated the layout of the road had been changed for 
about ¼ mile of the road, with a fence erected by the county, after she was told no dirt could be 
placed on the road.  Further, Ms. Brown stated on December 21 she had emailed all the 
Commissioners about her concerns, and stated she had heard from no one.  Ms. Brown stated her 
email contained a request for two items:  1) where the money came from for the work on her 
neighbors’ property; and 2) for the road maintenance records for Lee Roads 392 & 127.  Further, 
Ms. Brown stated she wanted the potholes “out”.  Ms. Brown stated that if she had her wish, the 
road would be placed back in the original condition with white, sandy soil and not the red soil 
that the county had placed on it several years ago, when nobody had requested it.  Commissioner 
Long stated he had ridden Lee Road 127 yesterday and stated he didn’t see any potholes.  Ms. 
Brown wholeheartedly disagreed, and stated on December 11 she had ridden and counted over 
400 potholes on the road.    Commissioner Harris stated he and County Engineer Justin Hardee 
had been out to look at the situation several times, and he would be willing to meet with Ms. 
Brown to correct the problem.  Mr. Hardee stated he had met with both Ms. Brown and Mr. 
Carlisle, and it was clear to him that nothing the Highway Department does will ever meet their 
satisfaction.  Further, Mr. Hardee stated there is misinformation about the road work that had 
been performed.    Mr. Hardee stated that the county did not purchase the fence, as stated by Ms. 
Brown, and the work done on the road, with the consent of the property owner, was to improve 
sight distance and drainage.  Mr. Hardee explained that the width difference is due to 
prescriptive right-of-way.  Additionally, Mr. Hardee stated the county cut limbs back and made 
some improvements to the road where they had cooperation from the property owners.   
Mr. Hardee stated he agrees with Ms. Brown that the situation needs a resolution.  Further, Mr. 
Hardee stated his crews blade this road regularly as they do other dirt roads in the county.   
Commissioner Harris stated he had asked Ms. Brown and Mr. Carlisle to come before the 
Commission on this matter.  Ms. Brown stated she had met with several people about the road, 
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but she had not talked with Mr. Yarbrough, who she stated could not handle this situation. Mr. 
Hardee defended Mr. Yarbrough.  Further, Ms. Brown stated her email asked several questions 
and she would like for someone to address each of them.   No action was taken by the 
Commission.   
 
 
 Mr. Hardee presented a slope easement agreement with Georgia Power Company.  Mr. 
Hardee explained that the Highway Department would like to improve the intersection sight 
distance at the junction of Lee Road 367 and Lee Road 368.  However, the county only has 
prescriptive right-of-way along both roads and that does not provide the necessary width to 
perform the clearing and grading work to remove the obstructions.  The owner of the property 
where the obstructions exist, Georgia Power Company, has agreed to provide a perpetual 
easement which will allow the county to perform the necessary clearing and grading work to 
improve the intersection sight distance.    Upon this recommendation, Commissioner Ham made 
a motion, seconded by Commissioner Long to authorize Judge English to sign the Slope 
Easement Agreement with Georgia Power Company.  The motion carried unanimously.   
 
 
 Mr. Hardee stated the Highway Department had been approached by Ms. Cherie Hitt’s 
attorney, Mr. Brandon Rice, regarding abandonment of a platted right-of-way adjacent to Ms. 
Hitt’s property off Lee Road 795, that was dedicated to Lee County on a plat recorded in 1969.  
The right-of-way was never accepted by Lee County, Lee County has never maintained the right-
of-way, and it has never been used as a public road.  Moreover, the County has no interest in 
accepting or maintaining this right-of-way in the future.  A re-plat of the property has been 
recorded which addresses the property lines and Mr. Rice has prepared a Resolution and Quit-
Claim Deed that will release the County’s interest in said right-of-way and will address the chain 
of title.   Commissioner Ham made a motion to authorize the Chairman to sign the necessary 
documents, seconded by Commissioner Lawrence, and passed unanimously. 
 
 
 Sheriff Jones presented the results of Bid #1 for uniform cleaning.  Sheriff Jones stated 
two bids had been received and he would ask the Commission to award the bid to the lowest 
responsive bid from Fifth Avenue Cleaners.  Commissioner Lawrence made a motion to award 
the bid for uniform cleaning to Fifth Avenue Cleaners.  The motion was seconded by 
Commissioner Eckman and carried unanimously.   
 
 
 Commissioner Ham made a motion to add an item to the Agenda.  The motion was 
seconded by Commissioner Lawrence and carried unanimously.  Commissioner Ham recognized 
Senator Whatley who discussed the opioid lawsuit.     Senator Whatley stated the opioid crisis is 
affecting the entire State of Alabama.  Senator Whatley stated the crisis is costing cities, 
counties, hospitals, jails, and infrastructure.  Senator Whatley introduced Ron Jones of the 
Beasley Law Firm, the firm that handled the BP lawsuit.  Mr. Jones stated the Commission needs 
a national law firm and his firm is a National Law Firm.  Further, Mr. Jones stated the Beasley-
Allen Law Firm got $2 Billion for the State of Alabama from the BP lawsuit.  Mr. Jones stated 
he felt he could do a good job for Lee County and he only wanted to provide options to the 
Commission.  Commissioner Harris stated he wanted to be fair, and he thanked Mr. Jones for his 
presentation.  Senator Whatley stated he would suggest that the Commission make the decision 
sooner rather than later, since this is an ongoing issue.   
 
 
 Mr. Hardee gave a Power-Point show titled “Snow and Ice, January 2018”, with pictures 
of the roads during the snow and ice storm on January 17 & 18.    Mr. Hardee stated several 
roads were impassable and he was hesitant to get his crews out since it is dangerous for them to 
drive in those conditions.  Mr. Hardee stated the highway Superintendent Bill Yarbrough 
mobilized workers on Thursday to drive the sand truck and other drivers with sand in dump 
trucks to help place it on the icy portions of the roads.   Mr. Hardee thanked the Highway 
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Department employees, Ms. Carson and her staff, and Sheriff Jones and his staff.  Mr. Hardee 
also thanked John McDonald with the Environmental Services Department and his staff.  EMA 
Director Kathy Carson thanked Mr. Hardee and his staff for his concern for public safety.   
Further, Ms. Carson stated her office was activated from Tuesday, January 15 until Friday 
afternoon, January 19.     
 
 

Commissioner Lawrence made a motion at approximately 7:20 PM to adjourn.  The 
motion was seconded by Commissioner Long and carried unanimously.    
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The Lee County Commission convened in regular session at the Courthouse in Opelika, 
Alabama, Monday, February 12, 2018 at 5:00 p.m.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited, 
followed by an invocation by Judge English.  

 
 

  During citizens’ communications, Chambers County Commissioner Debbie Wood 
announced her candidacy for House District 38 in the 2018 election cycle.  Commissioner Ham 
complimented her on her time as President of the ACCA.    
   
  In addition, Wes Goodson announced his candidacy for Lee County Coroner and asked 
those in attendance for their support on June 5. 

 
 
During recognitions, Judge English publicly thanked Jerry Lynch for his extra efforts 

during the recent snow storm, and apologized that he was not acknowledged at the previous 
meeting where others were recognized for their storm efforts.  Judge English also extended the 
Commission’s condolences to County Attorney Stan Martin in the recent death of his father. 

 
 

  The Chairman declared a quorum and officially opened the meeting with the following 
members recorded as being present: Judge Bill English, Chairman, and Commissioners Sheila 
Eckman, Johnny Lawrence, Robert Ham, Gary Long and John Andrew Harris.  Elected 
official(s) in attendance:   Sheriff Jay Jones.  News media in attendance:  Opelika Observer 
reporter Fred Woods and Opelika-Auburn News reporter Kara Coleman.    

 
 
Copies of the items on the Consent Agenda sent to the Commissioners in their packets 

included:  two listings of claims, procurement card transactions from January, announcement of 
two positions on the Beulah Utilities District Board and minutes of the January 29 meeting.  First 
readings of Larry Patterson to the Lee County Youth Development Board and William Parker to 
the East Alabama Mental Health Center Board were made.  Commissioner Ham made a motion 
to approve the consent agenda items as presented.   The motion was seconded by Commissioner 
Long and passed unanimously.   
 
 
 Commissioner Ham made a motion to approve the following Resolution to appoint Chris 
Hodges as the District #4 appointee to the Lee County Recreation Board.   The motion was 
seconded by Commissioner Lawrence and carried unanimously.  Commissioner Ham 
commended the previous appointee, Linda Hilyer, and said he would call her and thank her for 
her service. 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED, the Lee County Commission does hereby appoint Chris Hodges to 
the Lee County Recreation Board to serve a four-year term ending October 14, 2022.  
 
 

Judge English presented the Annual Levy of Alcoholic Beverages for FY2018-2019 and 
stated there were no changes.  Commissioner Lawrence made a motion to approve the following 
Resolution to set the Annual Levy of Alcoholic Beverages for FY2018-2019.  The motion was 
seconded by Commissioner Harris and carried unanimously.  

 
BE IT RESOLVED by the Lee County Commission that the County license levies for 

the sale of liquor, beer and wine for the fiscal year beginning October 1, 2018 to be set in the 
following amounts: 
 
 010 Lounge Retail Liquor – Class I               $150.00 
 011 Lounge Retail Liquor – Class II (Package)   150.00 
 020 Restaurant Retail Liquor       150.00 
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 031 Club Liquor – Class I      150.00 
 032 Club Liquor – Class II       375.00 
 040 Retail Beer – (On or Off Premises)      75.00 
 050 Retail Beer - (Off Premises Only)      75.00 
 060 Retail Table Wine – (On or Off Premises)     75.00 
 070 Retail Table Wine – (Off Premises Only)     75.00 
 080 Liquor Wholesale       500.00 
 090 Wholesale Beer Only       275.00 
 100 Wholesale Table Wine Only – 14.9% or Less    275.00 
 110 Wholesale Table Wine & Beer Combined   375.00 
 120 Warehouse License      100.00 
 130 Additional Warehouse – Wine, Beer or Both    100.00 
 140 Special Events Retail         75.00 
 150 Special Retail License – 30 Days or Less    100.00 
 160 Special Retail – More than 30 Days    250.00 
 170 Retail Common Carrier       150.00 
 200 Manufacturer        500.00 
 210 Importer        250.00 
 220 Brewpub         500.00 
 230 International Motor Speedway              3,000.00  
 
 
 Judge English addressed a memorandum he had placed in the Commission packets 
concerning changing a polling place in Auburn.  Judge English stated the National Guard 
Armory on Shug Jordan Parkway is no longer available.  Judge English stated he and others have 
made an exhaustive search within the footprint of Beat 6, Box 1 for another suitable facility that 
is both large enough and has adequate parking, but there are simply no other available within 
those boundaries.    Further, Judge English stated he had contacted the City of Auburn, as this 
affects them also, and they agree with moving those Armory voters to the Boykin Community 
Center for municipal elections also.  Judge English stated nothing will change for the current 
voters who vote at Boykin, other than the precinct will grow in number of voters.  It will be the 
second smallest precinct in Auburn.  This will conform to the polling place system in use in 
Auburn municipal elections, where two wards use each polling place.   Judge English pointed out 
that Auburn is ready to place it on their City Council agenda, but wanted to bring it before the 
Commission first.  Code of Alabama Section 17-6-4 says that a voting place may not be changed 
within three months before an election, and the primaries are June 5, 2018.  Commissioner Harris 
objected to the move and stated he would locate a suitable polling location, rather than having to 
consolidate into one at Boykin Community Center.  Judge English asked the Commission to go 
ahead and approve the move in the interests of time since the change would have to be made 
before March 5, and told Commissioner Harris he would place it on the next agenda for a 
possible change in case he found a suitable alternative.  After more discussion, Commissioner 
Eckman made a motion to change the polling place as recommended, seconded by 
Commissioner Ham, and passed unanimously.   
 
 
 Last Sheriff Jones presented a lounge retail liquor license application for Speed Zone 
Package, located in District 3.  Sheriff Jones stated no objections were noted on the proposed 
issuance of this license.   Further, Sheriff Jones stated an (on premise) lounge liquor licensee 
(Buck Wild Saloon) is located on adjacent property.  After discussion, Commissioner Long 
asked that the item be carried forward until the next Agenda, with no objection.  The issue is 
whether the package store location is in compliance with the requirement of having separate 
entrance doors for the package store and convenience store in the same building.      
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 Under reports from Commissioners, Commissioner Ham indicated the Beulah Senior 
Center is nearing completion and asked the Commission to consider holding a Commission 
meeting there in conjunction with a ribbon-cutting ceremony after the conclusion of the 
legislative session. 
 
 
  Judge English stated the Commission needed to adjourn into an Executive Session to 
discuss a potential land purchase.  Judge English stated County Attorney Stan Martin and County 
Administrator Roger Rendleman needed to be in attendance.  In addition, the property owner, 
Bill Newton, would be in attendance for the first portion, then be excused.  Judge English 
indicated the Executive Session will last approximately 30-45 minutes with possible action 
afterward.  Commissioner Lawrence made a motion at 5:25 PM to adjourn into Executive 
Session.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Ham and carried unanimously.   
 
  

Upon reconvening, Commissioner Long made a motion at approximately 6:05 PM to 
adjourn.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Lawrence and carried unanimously.    
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The Lee County Commission convened in regular adjourned session at the Courthouse in 
Opelika, Alabama, Monday, February 26, 2018 at 5:00 p.m.  The Pledge of Allegiance was 
recited, followed by an invocation by Commissioner Long.  

 
 

  During citizens’ communications, Ralph Woodall of Lee Road 664 in Loachapoka 
discussed his road issue.  Mr. Woodall stated he had taken all the appropriate steps, but feels that 
nothing has been done to alleviate his issues.  Mr. Woodall stated he filed a formal complaint 
with the Highway Department Superintendent about his situation approximately two years ago.  
Mr. Woodall reported that a road crew came out and took a survey of the road, but nothing 
happened.  Then he stated he filed a verbal complaint about a month ago and still nothing has 
happened.   Mr. Woodall stated due to prolonged amounts of rainfall, the roadway is washing 
onto his property, and he feels that his house is being undermined due to this run-off.  Mr. 
Woodall indicated he has pictures if the Commission wishes to view them.  Further, Mr. Woodall 
stated supposedly his road is paved, but, said it is just a muddy mess.  Mr. Woodall asked the 
Commission for direction on his situation.  Commissioner Harris asked Mr. Woodall to get with 
County Engineer Justin Hardee.  Mr. Hardee agreed and asked Mr. Woodall to give him his 
contact information and to show him the pictures after the meeting.   
  
   
  The Chairman declared a quorum and officially opened the meeting with the following 
members recorded as being present: Judge Bill English, Chairman, and Commissioners Sheila 
Eckman, Johnny Lawrence, Robert Ham, Gary Long and John Andrew Harris.  Elected 
official(s) in attendance:   Sheriff Jay Jones.  News media in attendance:  Opelika Observer 
reporter Fred Woods and Opelika-Auburn News reporter Kara Coleman.    

 
 
Commissioner Lawrence introduced Joe Turnham who provided pictures and an 

overview of the T-100 jet trainer project proposed for Macon County.  Mr. Turnham provided 
information pertaining to the impact this would have not only on Macon County, but Lee County 
and the surrounding area.   Mr. Turnham stated the facility would be located at historic Moton 
Field, home of the famed Tuskegee Airmen.    Mr. Turnham stated the project would bring 
economic development to the surrounding areas as well.   The Commission agreed to support 
their efforts and indicated they would approve a Resolution of support at the next meeting.  
Additionally, a copy of the Resolution would be mailed to the Congressional members showing 
County Commission support of the project.   

 
 
Copies of the items on the Consent Agenda sent to the Commissioners in their packets 

included:  two listings of claims and minutes of the February 12 meeting.  First readings of 
Shirlene Parker to the Beauregard Water Authority Board was made.  Commissioner Ham made 
a motion to approve the consent agenda items as presented.   The motion was seconded by 
Commissioner Long and passed unanimously.   
 
 
 Senator Tom Whatley again came asking the Commission to engage his law firm in the 
opioid lawsuit.  Prior to the meeting a packet was placed on each Commissioner’s desk 
containing additional information and a standard contract for services.  Senator Whatley stated 
he is representing Tom Whatley in his attorney capacity and not as Senator Whatley, he just 
wanted to clarify.  Senator Whatley introduced Rhon Jones of the Beasley-Allen Law Firm.    
Mr. Jones stated he is handling the opioid suit for his law firm and further stated if the 
Commission has any questions on the status, he would be able to address them.   Again, Senator 
Whatley asked the Commission to consider the contract that has been presented for 
representation in the opioid lawsuit.  No action was taken by the Commission.    
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 Commissioner Harris addressed the polling place moved in Auburn.  Commissioner 
Harris stated after talking to several citizens in his district and Auburn’s city manager, he is not 
in favor of moving the polling place from the Armory to Boykin Community Center, due to 
parking and overcrowding concerns on election day.  Further, Commissioner Harris stated 
according to the city manager the city has not been given a cut-off date for using the Armory.  
Judge English stated he had discussed the matter with the city manager who was in agreement 
with the move.   Commissioner Harris indicated he had talked to people at the school board who 
were willing to allow the use of Drake School for voting purposes.  Commissioner Lawrence 
questioned Commissioner Harris on that location and stated the parking situation at Drake is less 
than ideal.   Judge English stated that the school board has indicated they did not like mixing 
students and voters together on school property.   Judge English reminded the Commission that 
Drake has been a polling place in the past, and was moved from there to Boykin because of those 
very concerns.  The primary is in June and a decision on the issue, which was made by the 
Commission at the last meeting, had to be made more than 90 days prior to the primary.  
Commissioner Eckman indicated she did not receive any phone calls concerning the move.  
Commissioner Harris stated he received numerous calls on the matter.     
 
 
 Commissioner Lawrence made a motion to approve the following Resolution to reappoint 
Larry Patterson to the Lee County Youth Development Board.  The motion was seconded by 
Commissioner Ham and carried unanimously.   
 
 BE IT RESOLVED, the Lee County Commission does hereby reappoint Larry Patterson 
to the Lee County Youth Development Board to serve another four-year term from September 
30, 2017 until September 30, 2021. 
 
 
      Commissioner Lawrence made a motion to approve the following Resolution to reappoint 
William Parker to the East Alabama Mental Health Board.  The motion was seconded by 
Commissioner Harris and carried unanimously.   
 
 BE IT RESOLVED, the Lee County Commission does hereby reappoint William Parker 
to the East Alabama Mental Health Board to serve another six-year term from September 30, 
2017 ending September 30, 2023. 
 
  After these reappointments, Commissioner Ham asked the Commission to consider 
appointing new people to the boards.  Commissioner Ham noted one of these individuals has 
served 26 years and one has served for 28 years.  Commissioner Ham stated he believes that 
other individuals should be given an opportunity to serve on the boards appointed by the 
Commission and he asked each Commissioner to consider this in future appointments.  
 
 
 Judge English asked Sheriff Jones if the doorway issue raised at the last meeting had 
been resolved for the liquor license applicant.  Sheriff Jones stated that he had talked with a 
representative of the ABC Board who stated they would not grant the license until the doorway 
issue is resolved.  Sheriff Jones stated the owners were in the process of changing the door 
design to comply with the requirement for separate entrance doors for the package store and the 
convenience store.  Commissioner Long made a motion to approve the following Resolution for 
the lounge retail liquor license application for Speed Zone Package.  The motion was seconded 
by Commissioner Ham and carried unanimously.   
 
 BE IT RESOLVED, the Lee County Commission does hereby approve the lounge retail 
liquor (package) license for Speed Zone Package located at 17691 US Hwy 280E, Smiths 
Station, Alabama.   
 
   

Mr. Hardee presented a request for a right-of-way vacation.  Mr. Hardee stated the 
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landowners abutting the old right-of-way on Lee Road 86, at the U.S. Highway 280 intersection, 
approached the Highway Department about vacating the old right-of-way that was left behind on 
the south side of U.S. Highway 280 when the State realigned the intersection of Lee Road 86 and 
U.S. Highway 280.   As required by Alabama Code §23-4-20, the adjacent property owners have 
submitted a written petition requesting the Commission vacate the old right-of-way of Lee Road 
86 on the south side of the Lee Road 86 and U.S. Highway 280 intersection.  Mr. Hardee 
requested that the Commission set a Public Hearing for April 9.    Commissioner Lawrence made 
a motion to set a Public Hearing on April 9 for the vacation of the old right-of-way of Lee Road 
86 and U.S. Highway 280.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Long and carried 
unanimously.   

 
 

 County Administrator Roger Rendleman presented the following FY2018 Budget 
adjustments.  Mr. Rendleman stated that after closing out the FY2017 financials, there is 
$180,000 remaining fund balance available for capital type purchases and/or one-time funding as 
of September 30, 2017.  Mr. Rendleman reminded the Commission of the adjustment to EMS 
funding of $45,000 ($30,000 for 2017 and $15,000 for 2018), so the remainder of $135,000 is 
available for FY2018.  In addition, there is an adjustment to recognize carryover from the 
FY2017 for purchases and projects there were not completed until after the beginning of 
FY2018.  These are:  1) a replacement truck for Environmental Services of $152,313; 2) the 
HVAC replacement in Building B of the original jail of $40,940; and 3) the camera and controls 
replacement in the original jail of $96,539.  Furthermore, there are two critical timely 
adjustments necessary, they are:  1) $10,000 for the inspection and maintenance of the Salem 
communication tower; and 2) $25,000 for a loader for Environmental Services to be purchased 
with grant funds.  This brings the remainder of $100,000, which needs to be used for 
replacement kitchen equipment in the jail.  The equipment is past its useful life and causing 
frequent and costly repairs.  First, the following adjustment is required to recognize the carryover 
for the committed projects, the timely adjustments, and the replacement of kitchen equipment in 
the jail. 
 
 Fund 001-General Fund 
 Expenditures (Capital and Projects)  $674,792 
 Fund Balance (Designated)      $539,792 
 Fund Balance (Unassigned)      $135,000   
 
Despite the lack of excess fund balance in the General Fund, there are funds available for vehicle 
fleet rotation in the Sheriff’s Office.  Fund 100 has $100,000 which is restricted to law 
enforcement purposes and another $110,000 available in Fund 158 associated with the JAG 
Grant.   Sheriff Jones has requested that the entire $210,000 be allocated to vehicles.  The 
adjustment necessary follows:   
 
 Fund 100-Act 2013-325 Fund 
 Expenditure (Motor Vehicles)   $100,000 
 Fund Balance (Unassigned)      $100,000 
 
 Fund 158-JAG Fund 
 Expenditure (Motor Vehicles)   $110,000 
 Fund Balance (Unassigned)      $110,000 
 
In addition, Mr. Rendleman stated there are adjustments in the Highway Funds to recognize 
carryover from FY2017 for purchases and projects that were not completed until after the 
beginning of FY2018.  There were equipment purchases totaling $206,000 in the Gasoline Fund 
that were not completed and $820,000 in resurfacing projects that were not completed by the end 
of FY2017.  Also, there is a total of $300,000 of unreserved, unallocated fund balance in the 
RRR Fund that can be added to the planned 2018 resurfacing program.  This would increase the 
total contract amount to approximately $1.5 million in resurfacing projects.  The following 
adjustments are required to recognize the carryover for the committed projects, the committed 
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equipment purchases and the increase for resurfacing projects:  
 Fund 111 – Gasoline Tax Fund 
 Expenditure (Equipment)   $206,000 
 Fund Balance (Unassigned)      $206,000 
  

Fund 117 – RRR Fund 
 Expenditures (Resurfacing)            $1,120,000 
 Fund Balance (Designated)       $820,000 
 Fund Balance (Unassigned)      $300,000 
 
 Commissioner Lawrence made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Long to amend the 
FY2018 budget as presented.  The motion carried unanimously.   
  
  
 Environmental Services Director John McDonald presented the following Grant 
Recycling Partnership Resolution for Commission consideration.  Judge English questioned who 
the lead agency is this year.  Mr. McDonald indicated that Opelika is the host agency.   
Commissioner Ham questioned what purchases would be made this year with the funds.  Mr. 
McDonald stated that additional recycling containers would be purchased, since they were able 
to make the large purchase for the baler last year.    Commissioner Lawrence made a motion, 
seconded by Commissioner Ham to approve the following Recycling Grant Resolution.  The 
motion carried unanimously.     
  
     RESOLUTION 
       

WHEREAS, the Alabama Department of Environmental Management has the authority 
to award grants under the Alabama Recycling Fund Grant Program, which are more likely to be 
funded to government partnerships; 
 

WHEREAS, Lee County will partner with the City of Opelika, the City of Auburn, and 
Auburn University in securing the grant funds to further recycling efforts so as to divert 
materials from the landfill and to protect the environment; and 
 

WHEREAS, this grant application focuses on purchasing equipment to further our 
recycling efforts. 
 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Lee County, Alabama Commission as follows; 
 

1. Authorization for participation in a partnership committee. 
 

2. Authorization is given to submit a Grant Application under said program.  
 

3. Authorization is given to the Commission Chairman to sign any and all documents to 
secure said grants. 

 
 

Commissioner Long made a motion at approximately 6:05 PM to adjourn.  The motion 
was seconded by Commissioner Lawrence and carried unanimously.    
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The Lee County Commission convened in regular session at the Courthouse in Opelika, 
Alabama, Monday, March 12, 2018 at 5:00 p.m.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited, followed 
by an invocation by Commissioner Ham.  

 
 

  During citizens’ communications, Kami Billingslea, a candidate for County Commission 
District 5 introduced herself.  Mrs. Billingslea stated she has been married for 18 years to Scott 
Billingslea, a veteran, and stated they have strong family values.  Mrs. Billingslea stated she is 
running as a Democrat.  Mrs. Billingslea stated she obtained Bachelor of Science in Business 
Management and her Master’s degree in Career Tech Education and is employed at Smiths 
Station High School working as a career tech educator.  Mrs. Billingslea stated she would like to 
bridge the gap between the Commission and the Board of Education.  Also, she would like to see 
school resource officers in every county school.    Further, Mrs. Billingslea stated, “if you love 
where you live; you are obligated to serve”.    
 
 

Next, Kathreen Vaughn of Lee Road 665 once again appeared before the Commission 
concerning the condition of the road.  Pastor Vaughn suggested that crush-n-run be placed on the 
road where the bus travels because she stated the road is a safety hazard.  County Engineer Justin 
Hardee stated he had talked with Pastor Vaughn and they both agreed they would meet to look at 
the road issue.   Commissioner Harris stated he would like to join them.   Commissioner Harris 
stated the road was on his list to be paved, but the right-of-way could not be obtained, so it did 
not get paved.  Commissioner Harris stated he wants to see that the road is taken care of before 
he is no longer on the Commission.     
 
  
 Next, Commissioner Harris, who is running for House of Representatives District 38, 
stated he wanted to let his constituents know that he will set up an office in both Lee and Russell 
counties, if elected, to serve them.  In addition, Commissioner Harris stated he had received a 
call from George Bandy, Jr. who indicated to Commissioner Harris that he is fully supportive of 
his campaign.  Last, Commissioner Harris stated he is willing to help others and if anyone needs 
his assistance, give him a call.   
 
  
 Peter Byrd addressed the Commission concerning the safety of the traveling public.  Mr. 
Byrd stated that all 63 lots from East Lake Subdivision, Phase III have been developed, with 
perhaps the exception of one.  Mr. Byrd stated that the Commission had said it would do another 
traffic study once the subdivision was built out, and it now is essentially finished.  Mr. Byrd 
stated he wished to address the traffic study done on Lee Road 106, prior to the completion of 
Phase III.  Mr. Byrd once again reiterated the fact that according to the Lee County Access 
Management Policy the contractor’s bond should have been utilized to make turn lane 
improvements, but the county allowed the performance bond to expire.  Mr. Byrd stated that the 
road has been ruined by concrete, logging, and construction vehicles.  Mr. Byrd asked the 
Commission to take some of the funds allocated to the Highway Department, during the last 
meeting, and perform a valid traffic study on the road.   
 
 
 Elizabeth Burton appeared before the Commission to announce her candidacy for 
Commission District #5.  Mrs. Burton stated her intent is to fill the position to be vacated by 
Commissioner Harris.   Mrs. Burton stated she is a lifelong resident of Lee County and a minister 
at St. Luke AME Church under Reverend Monique Summers.  Mrs. Burton stated she would go 
above and beyond the call of duty to help others and said she sees no color.  Additionally, Mrs. 
Burton stated if anyone needs her help, she will offer her assistance or she will contact the proper 
authorities who can offer assistance.   Mrs. Burton stated she traveled Lee Road 117 today and 
indicated she counted over 1,000 potholes on this one road.  Mrs. Burton indicated that the roads 
should be addressed to, at least, be accessible for emergency vehicles.  Mrs. Burton stated she 
talked to Mr. and Mrs. Sumners, who live on Lee Road 117, about several issues.      
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 At the end of Mrs. Burton’s three-minute time limit, Commissioner Harris continued the 
discussion about Lee Road 117.  Commissioner Harris indicated he would suggest that Mr. 
Hardee go out and look at Lee Road 117.  Further, Commissioner Harris addressed Lisa Sandt 
about the Lee-Russell buses, because Mr. Sumner is a disabled gentleman, and questioned the 
bus availability to him.  Mrs. Sandt stated she would be happy to talk to Commissioner Harris 
after the meeting and report those issues to the proper department at Lee-Russell Council of 
Governments.   
 
   
 The Chairman declared a quorum and officially opened the meeting with the following 
members recorded as being present: Judge Bill English, Chairman, and Commissioners Sheila 
Eckman, Johnny Lawrence, Robert Ham, Gary Long and John Andrew Harris.  Elected 
official(s) in attendance:   Sheriff Jay Jones.  News media in attendance:  Opelika Observer 
reporter Fred Woods.    

 
 
Copies of the items on the Consent Agenda sent to the Commissioners in their packets 

included:  two listings of claims, procurement card transactions from February and minutes of 
the February 26 meeting.  Judge English specified a correction for Argos USA LLC needs to be 
made from $31,186 to $3,186 on the list of claims for Commission approval. In addition, an 
announcement was made for two positions on the Beulah Utilities Board.  Commissioner Ham 
made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Lawrence to approve the consent agenda items as 
corrected.   The motion and passed unanimously.   
 
 
 Commissioner Lawrence reminded the Commission of the presentation by Joe Turnham 
at the last meeting and presented the following Resolution of support for the T-100 jet trainer 
project.  Commissioner Lawrence thanked Wendy Swann and Judge English for preparing the 
Resolution.  Commissioner Lawrence made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Harris, and 
carried unanimously, to approve the following Resolution:  
  
 WHEREAS, the Lee County Commission recognizes the Leonardo-DRS T-100 
integrated training system project proposed for historic Moton Field, home of the famed 
Tuskegee Airmen in Macon County, represents a major economic development opportunity for 
the Alabama aviation industry that will bring new suppliers, create new jobs and generate 
sustainable revenue throughout the region; and  
 
  WHEREAS, the Lee County Commission believes the T-100 manufacturing plant will 
produce significant economic benefits and opportunities for Macon as well as neighboring 
counties, including Lee County, as supporting aviation companies and suppliers search 
surrounding communities for sites to locate their operations, involving additional new facilities 
and jobs; and  
 
  WHEREAS, the Commission recognizes that Leonardo-DRS, the company vying for the 
jet trainer project, is a manufacturer of trainer jet aircraft respected worldwide, and that the T-
100 is a state-of-the-art 21st century trainer currently used by our allies including Italy, Israel, 
Poland, the United Arab Emirates and Singapore; and   
 
  WHEREAS, the Lee County Commission plans to send copies of this Resolution of 
support to all members of the Alabama Congressional delegation and the Lee County Legislative 
delegation, stating that this manufacturing project, the first of its kind in Alabama, creates vast 
opportunities for all regional counties and that the Lee County Commission supports the award 
of the project to Leonardo-DRS and the project’s location in Macon County.   
 
  NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Lee County Commission, that we 
urge our state and federal elected representatives to give the utmost assistance to the Leonardo-
DRS’ T-100 proposal, with a healthy dose of consideration given to the high number of new jobs 
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it will create in the area, the strong community impact on Macon and surrounding counties, and 
the connection to the history and significance of the Tuskegee Airmen and Moton Field. 
 
 
 Commissioner Lawrence made a motion to approve the following Resolution to reappoint 
Shirlene Parker to the Beauregard Water Authority Board.  The motion was seconded by 
Commissioner Harris and carried unanimously.   
 
 BE IT RESOLVED, the Lee County Commission does hereby reappoint Shirlene Parker 
to the Lee County Beauregard Water Authority Board to serve a six-year term from March 1, 
2017 until March 1, 2023. 
 
 
 Judge English discussed the request from Smiths Water and Sewer Authority for a 
reduction in their service area.  Judge English stated the area is currently being serviced by the 
Beauregard Water Authority, and is currently defined in both service areas.  Commissioner Ham 
stated he talked with Andy Morris about the issue and Mr. Morris stated Beauregard Water 
Authority had taken over this area about two years ago and both Authorities are in agreement 
with it.   Commissioner Long made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Ham to approve the 
following Resolution and authorize Judge English to sign the necessary paperwork to approve 
the reduction in service area for Smiths Water and Sewer Authority.  The motion carried 
unanimously.      
 
      RESOLUTION 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED by the Lee County Commission, the governing body of Lee County, 
Alabama, as follows:  
 
1. An application in writing dated February 26, 2018, was filed with this Commission to amend 

the Certificate of Incorporation of Smiths Water and Sewer Authority, under the provisions 
of Code of Alabama 1975, § 11-8-5. 

2. The said application has been reviewed by this Commission and it has found and determined 
as a matter of fact that the statements contained in said application are true. 
 

Upon vote being taken on the resolution, there were 5 votes in favor of the resolution and 
0 votes opposed and the Chairman declared the resolution to have been adopted.   
    
  
 County Engineer Justin Hardee presented the following Resolution for a Federal Aid 
Agreement for resurfacing Lee Road 54.  Mr. Hardee stated this is an 80/20 match totaling 
$800,000 of which Lee County’s portion is $160,000.   Further, Mr. Hardee stated the project 
includes resurfacing, widening and traffic stripe for a total of 3.13 miles from Moores Mill Road 
to Gateway Drive.  Commissioner Lawrence made a motion to approve the following Resolution 
and authorize the Chairman to sign the necessary documents.  The motion was seconded by 
Commissioner Harris and carried unanimously. 
 
     RESOLUTION #031218-1 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED, by the County Commission of Lee County, Alabama, that the 
County enter into an agreement with the State of Alabama; acting by and through the Alabama 
Department of Transportation for:  
 
Resurfacing, widening and traffic stripe on CR-54 from Moores Mill Road (CR-146) to Gateway 
Drive.   
Length:  3.13 miles, Project #STPOA-4117 (250), LCP-41-145-17, CPMS Ref#100067913; 
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which agreement is before this Commission, and that the agreement be executed in the name of 
the County, by the Chairman of the Commission for and on its behalf and that it be attested by 
the County Clerk and the seal of the County affixed thereto. 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that upon the completion of the execution of the 
agreement by all parties, that a copy of such agreement be kept of record by the County Clerk. 
 
    AGREEMENT – MPO (FA STP Funds)  
 
 This Agreement is made and entered into by and between the State of Alabama, acting by 
and through the Alabama Department of Transportation, party of the first part (hereinafter called 
the State), and Lee County, Alabama (FEIN 63-6001601), party of the second part (hereinafter 
called the County):  
 
      WITNESSETH 
 
 WHEREAS, the State and County desire to cooperate in the Resurfacing, widening and 
traffic strip on CR-54 from Moores Mill Road (CR-146) to Gateway Drive.  Length-3.13 miles.  
Project #STPOA-4117 (250), LCP-41-145-17, CPMS Ref#100067913. 
 
 NOW THEREFORE, it is mutually agreed between the State and County as follows:  
A. The County will furnish all right-of-way for project without cost to the State or this 

Project.   
B. The County will adjust and/or relocate all utilities on the project without cost to the State 

or this Project.  
C. The County will make the survey, complete the plans and furnish all preliminary 

engineering for the project with County forces, or with a consultant selected by the 
County and approved by the State, without cost to the State or this Project.  The plans 
will be subject to the approval of the State and the project will be constructed in 
accordance with the plans approved by the State and the terms of this Agreement.  

D. The County will furnish all construction engineering for the project with County forces or 
with a consultant selected and approved by the State not to exceed 5%, without prior 
approval by the State.  The cost of the construction engineering shall be included as part 
of the construction cost for the project.  

E. If necessary, the County will file an Alabama Department of Environmental Management 
(ADEM) National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Notice of 
Registration (NOR) (Code Chapter 335-6-12) for this project without cost to the State or 
this project.  The County will be the permittee of record with ADEM for the permit.  The 
County and the contractor will be responsible for compliance with the permit and the 
State will have no obligation regarding the permit.  The County will furnish the State 
(Region) a copy of the permit prior to any work being performed by the contractor. 

F. The State will furnish the necessary inspection and testing of materials when needed as 
part of the cost of the project.  

G. The State will not be liable for Federal Aid Funds in any amount.  The project will be 
limited to $640,000.00 Federal funds unless the Auburn-Opelika City Area Metropolitan 
Planning Organization agrees, subject to the approval of the State, to reprogram the 
allocated Federal funds for the Auburn-Opelika City Area sufficient to pay 80% of the 
project cost.  In the event of an underrun in project costs, the amount of Federal Aid 
funds will be the amount stated below, or 80% of eligible project costs, whichever is less. 

H. The estimated cost of construction of this project payable by the parties is the amount set 
forth below:  

FA STP Funds (Auburn-Opelika City Area Dedicated) $640,000.00 
County Funds       $160,000.00  
TOTAL (Incl. E & I and Indirect Cost)    $800,000.00 

I.          The State will be responsible for advertisement and receipt of bids, and the award of the 
Contract.  Following receipt of bids and prior to the award of the contract, the State will 
invoice the County for its pro rata share of the estimated cost as reflected by the bid of 
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the successful bidder plus E & I, and the County will pay this amount to the State no later 
than 30 days after the date bids are opened.    

J.   The County will submit reimbursement invoices for work performed under the terms of 
this Agreement to the Alabama Department of Transportation within six (6) months after 
the completion and acceptance of the project.  Any invoices submitted after this six (6) 
month period will not be eligible for payment.  

K.  The County will comply with the Alabama Department of Transportation Standard 
Specifications for Highway Construction, Latest Edition, on this project and will ensure 
that alignment and grades on this project meet the standards of the Alabama Department 
of Transportation and the project will be built in accordance with the approved plans.  

L.  An audit report must be filed with the Department of Examiners of Public Accounts, upon 
receipt by the County, for any audit performed on this project in accordance with Act No. 
94-414.  

M. Upon completion and acceptance of this project, the County will maintain the project in 
accordance with the Department’s County Road Maintenance Certification Policy. 

N.  The County shall be responsible at all times for all of the work performed under this 
agreement and, as provided in Alabama Code § 11-93-2 (1975), the County shall 
indemnify and hold harmless the State of Alabama, The Alabama Department of 
Transportation, its officers, officials, agents, servants, and employees. 

 For all claims not subject to Alabama Code §11-93-2 (1975), the County shall indemnify 
and hold harmless the State of Alabama, the Alabama Department of Transportation, its 
officers, officials, agents, servants, and employees from and against any and all damages, 
claims, loss, liabilities, attorney’s fees or expense whatsoever or any amount paid in 
compromise thereof arising out of, connected with, or related to the (1) work performed 
under this Agreement, (2) the provision of any services or expenditure of funds required, 
authorized, or undertaken by the County pursuant to the terms of this agreement, or (3) 
misuse, misappropriation, misapplication, or misexpenditure of any source of funding, 
compensation or reimbursement by the County, its officers, officials, agents, servants, 
and employees. 

O.  The County will be obligated for the payment of damages associated to private property, 
public utilities or the general public, caused by the legal liability (in accordance with 
Alabama and/or Federal law) of the County, its agents, servants, employees or facilities. 

P.  By entering into this agreement, the County is not an agent of the State, its officers, 
employees, agents or assigns.  The County is an independent entity from the State and 
nothing in this agreement creates an agency relationship between the parties.   

Q.  By signing this contract, the contracting parties affirm, for the duration of the agreement, 
that they will not violate federal immigration law or knowingly employ, hire for 
employment, or continue to employ an unauthorized alien within the State of Alabama.  
Furthermore, a contracting party found to be in violation of this provision shall be 
deemed in breach of the agreement and shall be responsible for all damages resulting 
therefrom. 

R.   In compliance with Act 2016-312, the County certifies that it is not currently engaged in, 
and will not engage in, the boycott of a person or an entity based in or doing business 
with a jurisdiction with which this state can enjoy open trade.  

S.  Exhibit M is attached hereto as a part hereof. 
T. Exhibit N is attached hereto as a part hereof.  
U. This agreement may be terminated by either party upon the delivery of a thirty (30) day 

notice of termination.   
 

 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto have caused this agreement to be 
executed by those officers, officials and persons thereunto duly authorized, and the agreement is 
deemed to be dated and to be effective on the date stated hereinafter as the date of the approval of 
the Governor of Alabama.   
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    EXHIBIT M 
CERTIFICATION FOR FEDERAL-AID CONTRACTS: LOBBYING 
This certification is applicable to the instrument to which it is attached whether attached 

directly or indirectly with other attachments to such instrument.  
The prospective participant/recipient, by causing the signing of and the submission of this 

Federal contract, grant, loan, cooperative Agreement, or other instrument as might be applicable 
under Section 1352, Title 31, U. S. Code, and the person signing same for and on behalf of the 
prospective participant/recipient each respectively certify that to the best of the knowledge and 
belief of the prospective participant or recipient and of the person signing for and on behalf of 
the prospective participant/recipient, that:  

a. No Federal appropriated funds have been paid or will be paid, by or on behalf of 
the prospective participant/recipient or the person signing on behalf of the 
prospective participant/recipient as mentioned above, to any person for influencing 
or attempting to influence an officer or employee of any Federal agency, a Member 
of Congress, an officer or employee of Congress, or an employee of a Member of 
Congress in connection with the awarding of any Federal contract, the making of 
any Federal grant, the making of any Federal loan, the entering into of any 
cooperative agreement, and the extension, continuation, renewal, amendment, or 
modification of any Federal contract, grant, loan, or cooperative agreement. 

b. If any funds other than Federal appropriated funds have been paid or will be paid 
to any person for influencing or attempting to influence an officer or employee of 
any Federal agency, a member of Congress, an officer or employee of Congress, or 
an employee of a Member of Congress in connection with this Federal contract, 
grant, loan, or cooperative agreement, or other instrument as might be applicable 
under Section 1352, Title 31, U. S. Code, the prospective participant/recipient shall 
complete and submit Standard Form-LLL, “Disclosure Form to Report Lobbying,” 
in accordance with its instructions.  

This certification is a material representation of fact upon which reliance was placed 
when this transaction was made or entered into.   Submission of this certification is a prerequisite 
for making or entering into this transaction imposed by Section 1352, Title 31, U. S. Code.  Any 
person who fails to file the required certification shall be subject to a civil penalty of not less 
than $10,000 and not more than $100,000 for each such failure. 

The prospective participant/recipient also agrees by submitting this Federal contract, 
grant, loan, cooperative agreement or other instrument as might be applicable under Section 
1352, Title 31, U. S. Code, that the prospective participant/recipient shall require that the 
language of this certification be included in all lower tier subcontracts, which exceed $100,000 
and that all such subrecipients shall certify and disclose accordingly. 

 
      EXHIBIT N 

FUNDS SHALL NOT BE CONSTITUTED AS DEBT 
It is agreed that the terms and commitments contained herein shall not be constituted as a debt of 
the State of Alabama in violation of Article 11, Section 213 of the Constitution of Alabama, 
1901, as amended by Amendment Number 26.  It is further agreed that if any provision of this 
Agreement shall contravene any statute or Constitutional provision of amendment, either now in 
effect or which may, during the course of this Agreement, be enacted, then the conflicting 
provision in this Agreement shall be deemed null and void. 
When considering settlement of controversies arising from or related to the work covered by this 
Agreement, the parties may agree to use appropriate forms of non-binding alternative dispute 
resolution.     
TERMINATION DUE TO INSUFFICIENT FUNDS 

a. If the agreement term is to exceed more than one fiscal year, then said agreement is 
subject to termination in the event that funds should not be appropriated for the 
continued payment of the agreement in subsequent fiscal years.  

b. In the event of proration of the fund from which payment under this Agreement is 
to be made, agreement will be subject to termination.  
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NO GOVERNMENT OBLIGATION TO THIRD PARTY CONTRACTORS 
The State and County acknowledge and agree that, notwithstanding any concurrence by the 
Federal Government in or approval of the solicitation or award of the underlying contract, absent 
the express written consent by the Federal Government, the Federal Government is not a party to 
this contract and shall not be subject to any obligations of or liabilities to the State, County, or 
any other party (whether or not a party to that contract) pertaining to any matter resulting from 
the underlying contract.  
The County agrees to include the above clause in each subcontract financed in whole or in part 
with Federal assistance provided to FHWA.  It is further agreed that the clause shall not be 
modified, except to identify the subcontractor who will be subject to its provisions.   
 
  
 EMA Director Kathy Carson discussed the necessity of looking at alternative storm 
shelter locations since the location on Highway 14 does not meet FEMA requirements.   Ms. 
Carson stated FEMA has offered the option of moving the proposed storm shelter to an alternate 
site.   Ms. Carson added Dr. Chaney, who is currently working on a Shelter Placement Study, is 
still in the process of the study and compiling data on possible locations.  Ms. Carson stated she 
and GIS Coordinator Ken Busby worked together mapping the following locations, since a 
requirement to qualify for grant funding is that the location must have an average daily 
population of at least 80 people within ½ mile of the building site.  The following alternate 
locations were presented by Ms. Carson for Commission consideration, but she said she is 
certainly open to other suggestions.  The options included:  1) Smiths Station-Station #6 located 
at 78 Lee Road 315; 2) Smiths Station Sports Complex located at 3160 Lee Road 242; 3) Smiths 
Station-Station #4 located at 431 Lee Road 197; 4) Beulah-Fire Station #4 located at 401 Lee 
Road 366; and 5) Plainview/Oakbowery (Lee County) Fire Station located at 101 Lee Road 173.   
 
Ms. Carson noted that the volunteer fire stations and City of Smiths Station, have agreed to 
open/close the storm shelter, as needed.   Commissioner Harris questioned why Ms. Carson had 
not allowed him to work with her in locating alternative sites and questioned why she did not 
have options in the Loachapoka or Beauregard area.   Commissioner Lawrence questioned the 
property requirements of the grant, of whether the county must own it, since the Volunteer Fire 
Departments own their property, not Lee County.  Commissioner Lawrence suggested the 
Commission take a little more time on this matter and questioned if Dr. Chaney could speed up 
his progress on the study, before the Commission makes their final decision on an alternate 
location.  Commissioner Eckman suggested that someone may be willing to donate an acre of 
land, which meets the requirements, for this purpose.        
 
 
 Judge English announced, upon advice of County Attorney Stan Martin, the Commission 
needs to adjourn into an executive session to discuss possible litigation.  Judge English stated 
County Attorney Stan Martin, County Administrator Roger Rendleman and Sheriff Jay Jones 
need to attend.   Judge English indicated the session will last approximately an hour and official 
action may or may not be taken at the conclusion.  At approximately 5:50 PM, Commissioner 
Lawrence made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Harris to adjourn into Executive Session. 
 
  

Upon reconvening from the Executive Session at approximately 6:35 PM, the Chairman 
announced that there would be no official action taken on the subject of the Executive Session.  
Commissioner Lawrence made a motion at approximately 6:40 PM to adjourn.  The motion was 
seconded by Commissioner Harris and carried unanimously.    
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The Lee County Commission convened in regular adjourned session at the Courthouse in 
Opelika, Alabama, Monday, March 26, 2018 at 5:00 p.m.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited, 
followed by an invocation by Commissioner Harris.  

 
 

  During citizens’ communications, Rev. A. L. Dowdell, announced his candidacy for 
County Commission District 5.  Rev. Dowdell stated he is excited about the upcoming election.  
Further, Rev. Dowdell indicated that he was looking forward to working with the Commission 
and to bring his years of experience from his work on the Auburn City Council.  Further, Rev. 
Dowdell thanked the Chairman and Commissioners for allowing him to speak.   
 
   
 The Chairman declared a quorum and officially opened the meeting with the following 
members recorded as being present: Judge Bill English, Chairman, and Commissioners Sheila 
Eckman, Johnny Lawrence, Robert Ham and John Andrew Harris.  Absent:  Commissioner Gary 
Long.  News media in attendance:  Opelika Observer reporter Fred Woods and Opelika-Auburn 
News reporter Kara Coleman.    

 
 
Copies of the items on the Consent Agenda sent to the Commissioners in their packets 

included:  two listings of claims, an updated listing of invoices for Commission approval and 
minutes of the March 12 meeting.   An announcement was made for one position on the East 
Alabama Health Care Authority Board.  Judge English stated that Cooper James had resigned.   
Commissioner Ham made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Harris to approve the consent 
agenda items as presented.   The motion passed unanimously.   
 
 
 Commissioner Harris discussed the item concerning acquiring right-of-way on Lee Road 
665.  Commissioner Harris indicated that Pastor Vaughn was supposed to be in attendance 
tonight, but was not.  Commissioner Harris stated that he along with Pastor Vaughn would work 
to obtain the rights-of-way from the landowners.   Commissioner Lawrence questioned if his 
intent was, once right-of-way was obtained, to pave the road, because Commissioner Lawrence 
stated if that was the intent, he would not be in favor of the action.  Commissioner Harris stated 
he only wished to obtain the right-of-way for safety purposes, since, in some places the road is 
too narrow for two cars to pass.  Commissioner Ham also indicated he was not in favor of taking 
any action, if the intent was to pave it.  Commissioner Harris stated since, in the past, the right-
of-way was not able to be obtained, he felt Pastor Vaughn could persuade the landowners to 
agree to it now, and once money becomes available maybe pave it later.   Further, Commissioner 
Harris stated it was for the safety of the school bus that travels the dirt road.  County Engineer 
Justin Hardee stated he had talked to the Transportation Director Lee Lindsay who had indicated 
that he has had no complaints from the bus driver on that road.  Commissioner Ham questioned 
where the buses turn around.  Mr. Hardee stated he believes in the field at the end of the road.   
Commissioner Ham questioned if it was a thru road, but Mr. Hardee indicated that it was not and 
stated the road ended at the field.  Judge English then questioned if this is a road that the 
Highway Department tried to get rights-of-way for paving several years ago. Commissioner 
Harris answered in the affirmative and stated he wanted the Commission to grant permission for 
Ms. Vaughn to try to obtain it since she can be persuasive.   Judge English indicated that the 
Commission does not need to grant permission for her to ask the landowners for the rights-of-
way.  After more discussion, Commissioner Harris stated, with Mr. Hardee’s help, he and Pastor 
Vaughn could start trying to obtain the rights-of-way on Lee Road 665.  Judge English 
questioned Commissioner Harris why he keeps stating with the assistance of Mr. Hardee, when 
he stated he and Ms. Vaughn would approach the landowners.  Commissioner Harris stated he 
would need Mr. Hardee’s assistance in obtaining the names of the landowners on the road.   
Additionally, Mr. Hardee stated that Ms. Vaughn would need to communicate with the Highway 
Department to be sure the proper paperwork is obtained.  Commissioner Lawrence questioned if 
there were any bridges or culverts on the road.   Mr. Hardee stated one culvert is located at the 
beginning of the road, but there are no bridges.  After clarification, the Commission agreed to 
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allow Mr. Hardee to provide the landowner information to Commissioner Harris and Pastor 
Vaughn.    
 
 
 Next, Mr. Hardee discussed the request to vacate Lee Road 670.  Mr. Hardee stated the 
Highway Department was approached by Adams, White, Oliver, Short & Forbus, the attorneys 
for GWC Properties, Ltd., regarding abandonment of the prescriptive right-of-way along Lee 
Road 670.  Mr. Hardee stated the Highway Department currently maintains Lee Road 670 from 
Lee Road 137 to a dead end, approximately 0.131 miles.  GWC Properties, Ltd and its members 
are listed as the owners of all the property around Lee Road 670.  As required by Alabama Code 
§23-4-20, the adjacent property owners have submitted a written petition requesting the 
Commission vacate the right-of-way along Lee Road 670.  GWC Properties, Ltd. recently 
dissolved and therefore each of the former members have signed the enclosed Petition and 
Declaration of Vacation.  Mr. Hardee requested the Commission set a Public Hearing on the 
matter for the meeting of May 14.  After discussion, Commissioner Harris made a motion, 
seconded by Commissioner Ham to set a Public Hearing to vacate Lee Road 670 at the 
Commission meeting on May 14.  The motion carried unanimously.   
  
  

Commissioner Lawrence made a motion at approximately 5:20 PM to adjourn.  The 
motion was seconded by Commissioner Harris and carried unanimously.    
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The Lee County Commission convened in regular session at the Courthouse in Opelika, 
Alabama, Monday, April 9, 2018 at 5:00 p.m.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited, followed 
by an invocation by Commissioner Lawrence.  

 
 

  During citizens’ communications, Judy Lockhart appeared to invite everyone to attend a 
Town Hall meeting on Thursday, April 26 at 6:00 PM at the Loachapoka Community Center.  
Ms. Lockhart stated the meeting will be two-fold; first, EMA Director Kathy Carson will make a 
presentation to educate the community on the role of the Emergency Management Agency; and 
second, an invitation is being extended to any candidate running for the positions of County 
Commission District 5, State House Districts 82 and District 83.  Further, Ms. Lockhart stated 
any candidate wishing to attend needs to be at the Community Center by 5:45 PM and stated 
each will have the floor for 10 minutes which will include both a question and answer time.  
Last, Ms. Lockhart asked the candidates refrain from placing brochures on vehicles, since most 
individuals just throw them on the ground and no one has time to pick them up.  Ms. Lockhart 
also asked that a representative from the Sheriff’s Office be on location.   
 
 
 John Bufford of Ebenezer Baptist Church asked the Commission to consider paving 500-
1,000 feet of pavement off Day Lily Street.  Mr. Bufford stated the Church has been in that 
location for 50 years.  Mr. Bufford further stated that three Churches utilize the family center for 
activities for the elderly and for funerals.  Mr. Bufford stated there have been several occasions 
when it has been hard to get in and out due to the road conditions.  Mr. Bufford again asked the 
Commission to either pave or resurface the road.  Commissioner Lawrence questioned if it is a 
county maintained road.  Commissioner Harris indicated Day Lily Street does not have a Lee 
Road number, but it is maintained by the county.  Commissioner Harris further stated he did not 
like that the Church members also must cross railroad tracks in addition to the unfavorable road 
conditions.  Further, Commissioner Harris stated that nothing had been done to improve the 
condition of Day Lily Street since he has been on the Commission.  Commissioner Harris stated 
the Commission has approved projects for the Volunteer Fire Departments to pave and stripe 
parking lots; had approved projects for Auburn University too.  Commissioner Harris stated this 
road serves three Churches and needs to be considered for improvements.  Commissioner Harris 
stated a partnership with the Town of Loachapoka could be discussed to pave Day Lily Street.  
Commissioner Harris further indicated he would like to take care of this situation before he is on 
longer on the Commission.  County Engineer Justin Hardee stated he and Commissioner Harris 
went out and rode Day Lily Street previously.  Mr. Hardee asked Mr. Bufford to clarify which 
road he was addressing.  Mr. Bufford indicated he was talking about the one that turns off Day 
Lily Street near the Masonic Lodge to the dead-end.  Commissioner Eckman questioned if that 
was a private driveway.  Commissioner Harris interjected that his concern is only Day Lily 
Street.  Mr. Bufford indicated it is the road that goes to Ebenezer Church.  Judge English 
questioned who built the driveway to the church.  Mr. Bufford indicated that the road was 
opened when the Church was built in 1968.       
 
   
 The Chairman declared a quorum and officially opened the meeting with the following 
members recorded as being present: Judge Bill English, Chairman, and Commissioners Sheila 
Eckman, Johnny Lawrence, Robert Ham, Gary Long and John Andrew Harris.  News media in 
attendance:  Opelika Observer reporter Fred Woods and Opelika-Auburn News reporter Kara 
Coleman.    

 
 
Commissioner Lawrence, who serves on the Board of Directors of the Alabama Retired 

State Employees Association, presented a certificate in recognition of Lee County funding the 
2017 retiree bonus for retired county employees.  Commissioner Lawrence stated he received the 
award on behalf of the Commission at a meeting a few weeks ago.  Commissioner Lawrence 
thanked the Commission for supporting the organization.   
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Mr. Hardee discussed Work Zone Awareness Week designated for April 9 – 13, by the 
Federal Highway Administration.   Mr. Hardee stated he would like everyone to recognize not 
only this week, but every week for Work Zone Awareness.    Mr. Hardee stated there are so 
many ways to be distracted, including cell phones.  Mr. Hardee stated the statistics could be 
obtained on the Federal Highway Administration website.  Mr. Hardee stated between 2015-
2016 fatalities in the work zone had increased from 712 to 765.  Judge English said everyone 
should pay more attention to work zones, including himself, since it hits close to home.  Judge 
English identified Lee County Assistant Engineer Patrick Harvill, and stated a neighboring 
county’s assistant engineer had been killed in a work zone accident a couple of years ago.  Mr. 
Hardee asked the news media to get the word out about Work Zone Awareness Week.     

 
 
Copies of the items on the Consent Agenda sent to the Commissioners in their packets 

included:  two listings of claims, procurement card transactions from March and minutes of the 
March 26 meeting.   First reading of Lamar Sims and Linda Holt was made to the Beulah Water 
Authority Board.   Commissioner Ham made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Lawrence to 
approve the consent agenda items as presented.   The motion passed on a vote of 4-0-1 with 
Commissioner Long abstaining.   

 
Commissioner Ham recognized Mr. Sims who was in attendance and thanked Mr. Sims 

for his expertise and service on the Beulah Water Authority Board. 
 
 
 Judge English, at approximately 5:23 PM, opened the floor to a Public Hearing on the 
right-of-way vacation of old Lee Road 86.  Commissioner Ham stated he had no objection, but 
questioned how the 20-ft water easement would affect Loachapoka Water Authority.  Mr. 
Hardee stated it would not negatively affect them, since the Loachapoka Water Authority would 
retain the 20-ft water easement, even if the county vacates this portion of old Lee Road 86.  Mr. 
Hardee stated the water easement would still be on the plat.  Judge English closed the Public 
Hearing at approximately 5:25 p.m. No objections were noted.    
 
  At the conclusion of the Public Hearing with no objections noted, Commissioner Eckman 
made a motion to authorize the Chairman to sign the Resolution and Quitclaim deeds to grant the 
right-of-way vacation of old Lee Road 86.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner 
Lawrence and carried unanimously.    
     RESOLUTION 
 
 WHEREAS, the Lee County Commission has received a petition to vacate certain right-
of-way described in the attached Petition for Vacation of that portion of old Lee Road 086 
located in Lee County, Alabama; and, 
 
  WHEREAS, the petition is filed in accordance with the provisions of Section 23-4-20 of 
the Code of Alabama 1975 which provides that any street or alley may be vacated, in whole or in 
part, by the owner or owners of the land abutting the street or alley or abutting that portion of the 
street or alley desired to be vacated; and, 
 
 WHEREAS, all owners of land abutting the portion of the right-of-way proposed to be 
vacated have joined in the petition to vacate said right-of-way; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the Petition for Vacation of that portion of old Lee Road 086 states that no 
property owner will be deprived of any right they may have to convenient and reasonable means 
of ingress and egress to and from their property as a result of the requested vacation; and,  
 
  WHEREAS, a public hearing was conducted by the Lee County Commission on the 9th 
day of April 2018, at which time all persons were given an opportunity to be heard in favor of or 
opposition to the proposed right-of-way vacation; and 
 WHEREAS, public notice of the public hearing was provided in accordance with 
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Section 23-4-2 of the Code of Alabama 1975; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the Lee County Commission has determined that it is in the best interest of 
the County to vacate that portion of the right-of-way described in the attached Petition to 
Vacation of that portion of old Lee Road 086 and that such portion of the right-of-way as stated 
therein should be returned to the abutting land owners. 
 
 NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Lee County Commission of the 
State of Alabama, does hereby assent to the right-of-way vacation as described in the attached 
Petition for Vacation of that portion of old Lee Road 086. 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Lee County Commission, does hereby remise, 
release, quitclaim to the aforesaid parties whatever right, title and interest Lee County may have 
acquired in the property by virtue of the dedication or the vacation of said property, or otherwise, 
and that Bill English, Lee county Commission Chairman, is authorized to execute and deliver a 
Quitclaim Deed to the forenamed parties or persons carrying out the intention of this paragraph 
and the County Clerk be and is hereby authorized and directed on behalf of Lee County 
Commission to attest the same.  
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the County Clerk shall cause a copy of this 
resolution to be filed in the Probate Court of Lee County, Alabama and shall further cause a copy 
of this resolution to be published once in a newspaper in Lee County, Alabama no later than 14 
days after its adoption. 
 
 APPROVED AND ADOPTED by the Lee County Commission of the State of 
Alabama, this the 9th day of April 2018.   
  
  

Commissioner Ham discussed reviewing the current policies for the solid waste 
collection sites.  Commissioner Ham indicated that he stayed out of the original discussion and 
indicated he only listened to discussion.  However, Commissioner Ham stated the policies were 
not clear to the citizens or law enforcement, without a tape measure and a calculator.  
Commissioner Ham asked the Commission to allow him to update the policies, since the 
county’s landfill expense have increased by 15%, because he feels the sites are being utilized by 
unauthorized users.  Commissioner Ham stated he talked with Sheriff Jones, Environmental 
Services Director John McDonald and Mr. Hardee about it and stated each have agreed to help 
research the matter.  Commissioner Ham asked the Commission to give him ample time to do his 
research, since it will take some time.  Commissioner Ham gave an example of a business in 
Auburn utilizing the county dumpsters and believes others are doing the same.   Commissioner 
Eckman asked Commissioner Ham to provide a copy of the signage currently displayed at the 
collection sites when the item is up for discussed.  Commissioner Ham made a motion asking the 
Commission to allow him to collect data and give a report on the collection sites to the 
Commission once completed.  He said he would like to bring back recommendations for possible 
changes to the current policies.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Lawrence for 
discussion.  Commissioner Long stated the location on Highway 280 is fenced and questioned if 
that would be possible at other locations.   Commissioner Long added the sites in Harris County, 
Georgia close at specified times, which could be considered.  Commissioner Long indicated he 
wanted to look at commercial users, the legal users, not just illegal dumpers.  Commissioner 
Ham indicated he would have several people working on this and he could assure the 
Commission it will be much better than what the county has currently.  Commissioner Eckman 
questioned if those using it illegally were businesses or individuals.  Commissioner Ham stated 
he did not know, only that Mr. McDonald stated the dumping fees were up by 15%.    Judge 
English questioned the number of commercial accounts in the county.  Mr. McDonald stated 
currently Lee County has 143 commercial accounts and 13,671 residential accounts.    
Commissioner Ham indicated use of technology will be discussed, perhaps cameras which could 
be utilized by the Sheriff’s Office.  Judge English questioned if commercial accounts were 
necessary.  After more discussion, vote was taken and the motion passed unanimously.    
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            County Engineer Justin Hardee discussed the bridge replacement project on Lee Road 
417, which had a recent change in circumstances.  Mr. Hardee explained that the Highway 
Department has evaluated some changes to the project which could save the county money and 
allow the replacement to move forward quicker.  Mr. Hardee explained that if the Commission 
agrees, it would require Lee County to remove this project from Lee County’s ATRIP Program 
and proceed with it under our own local funds and forces.   Mr. Hardee explained that due to 
necessary changes, if the project proceeds, it will not meet the December ATRIP deadline.  Mr. 
Hardee requested the Commission allow the Highway Department to perform the work to add 
more beams and a guardrail as they had done on Lee Roads 146 and 393.   Further, Mr. Hardee 
added that this is not a thru road; it is gated at the end of the road before the private portion 
continues through to Lee Road 166.  Judge English questioned how many other projects can he 
find like this where we can do it cheaper and faster.  Mr. Hardee indicated they were looking and 
stated they did not want to lose funds since the deadline could not be met.  Commissioner Ham 
commended Mr. Hardee for looking at this, but stated he was concerned since the Highway 
Department’s plate is already full.  Mr. Hardee thanked Commissioner Ham but indicated it 
would not add much, since the Highway Department is responsible for the approach work on this 
project anyway.  Judge English questioned if it would hurt Lee County on other ALDOT or 
Federal Aid projects.  Mr. Hardee indicated it would not.  After discussion, Commissioner Long 
made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Ham to remove the project from the ATRIP Program 
and authorize the Chairman to sign the Resolution.  The motion carried unanimously.     
 
   

Mr. Hardee discussed reimbursement for repairs on Lee Road 29.  Mr. Hardee indicated 
that a power station had been built off Lee Road 29 and the road received significant 
deterioration from the construction project.  Mr. Hardee had met with both the power company 
and the construction company concerning our damages.  Further, Mr. Hardee indicated County 
Attorney Stan Martin had reviewed the reimbursement agreement and is satisfied.  
Commissioner Harris made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Lawrence to authorize the 
Chairman to enter into a Release and Settlement Agreement with Gaston Construction for 
reimbursement of damages to Lee Road 29.  The motion carried unanimously.   

 
 
 County Administrator Roger Rendleman discussed a Bellsouth Lease for a 50 x 50 lot 
located near the Justice Center on Frederick Road.  Mr. Rendleman stated Bellsouth has 
proposed an offer of a one-time lump sum of $5,000 for a permanent easement to be effective 
March 1, 2019.  Mr. Rendleman stated after checking the 50x50 lot is valued at approximately 
$7,500.  Mr. Rendleman stated to make it easier he would ask the Commission to accept the 
easement offer of $5,000.  Judge English questioned if the county would continue ownership.  
Mr. Rendleman answered in the affirmative, of both the land and the building.   Upon this 
recommendation, Commissioner Ham made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Eckman to 
accept the $5,000 easement offer from Bellsouth effective March 1, 2019.  The motion carried 
unanimously.     
 
 
 Mr. Rendleman presented a deductive change order on the re-roofing project of the 
remaining wings on the original jail to close-out the contract with Standard Roofing of 
Montgomery, Inc.   Mr. Rendleman stated the deductive order decreases the original contract by 
$23,750 from $273,335 to $249,585.   Commissioner Lawrence made a motion, seconded by 
Commissioner Long to approve the deductive change order to close-out the contract for 
$249,585.  The motion carried unanimously.    
 
 
 Human Resources Director Erica Norris presented several updates to the Lee County 
Policies and Procedures manual.  Ms. Norris presented a four-page document which highlighted 
the requested changes.  Ms. Norris stated changes were made updating the wording on work 
hours for both full-time and part-time, specifically including employees who have retired but 
come back to work on seasonal or reduced schedules; and changes to the Family Medical Leave 
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Act policy on parental bonding were added.  Commissioner Eckman questioned if parental 
bonding would be paid leave.  Ms. Norris indicated it would be paid only if the employee has 
leave time available.  Commissioner Lawrence made a motion, seconded by Commissioner 
Harris to approve the changes presented.  The motion carried unanimously.  Judge English 
thanked Ms. Norris and Mr. Rendleman for these changes, as they apply to two of his employees 
specifically, in addition to other departments. 
 
 
 Governmental Relations Coordinator Wendy Swann asked the Commission to consider 
setting a date to hold a County Commission meeting at the new Beulah Senior Center since it is 
close to completion.  Commissioner Ham had asked that a meeting be held at the new location so 
that the Commission and citizens could tour the facility.   Judge English stated the upcoming 
dates in May are the 14th or 29th.   Assistant County Engineer Patrick Harvill stated a Public 
Hearing is scheduled for the May 14th meeting, which has been advertised to be held at the 
Courthouse.  After more discussion, Commissioner Ham made a motion to hold the Commission 
meeting on Tuesday, May 29 at the new Beulah Senior Center.  The motion was seconded by 
Commissioner Harris and carried unanimously.    Further, Commissioner Ham suggested the 
date be printed on the upcoming water bills by the Beulah Utilities District and asked the media 
to publicize it and staff to place the date on the county website.      
 
 
 Mr. Hardee made a presentation on the Lee Road 137 (Wire Road) bridge replacement.  
Mr. Hardee wanted to inform the Commission that the construction would begin on April 16.  
Mr. Hardee stated the construction will last approximately three to four months, if the weather 
cooperates.  Further, Mr. Hardee stated signs had been erected near the project informing citizens 
of the upcoming closure due to complaints received in the past.  Hopefully, this project, 
beginning right after the A-Day game, will be complete before the first home football game in 
the fall. 
        
 
 At approximately 6:15 PM, Judge English announced the need to adjourn into Executive 
Session on a potential real estate transaction.  Judge English stated County Attorney Stan Martin 
and County Administrator Roger Rendleman needed to attend.  Mr. Rendleman indicated the 
session would last approximately 20 minutes and no action is anticipated at the conclusion.  
Commissioner Lawrence made a motion to adjourn into Executive Session, seconded by 
Commissioner Long and carried unanimously.      
  
  

Upon conclusion of the Executive Session, Commissioner Lawrence made a motion at 
approximately 6:25 PM to adjourn.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Harris and 
carried unanimously.    
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The Lee County Commission convened in regular adjourned session at the Courthouse in 

Opelika, Alabama, Monday, April 30, 2018 at 5:00 p.m.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited, 
followed by an invocation by Judge English.  

 
 
  During citizens’ communications, Richard Scott LaGrand, Sr. announced his candidacy 
for District 5 Commissioner.   Mr. LaGrand invited everyone to attend a get together this Friday 
night at the Collaboration Station in downtown Opelika.   
 
 
 Peter Byrd presented pictures and a one-page prepared statement to the Commission 
concerning Lee Road 106.  Mr. Byrd stated that on March 16 he noticed a steel-wheeled roller 
and followed the path the roller took to East Lake 3 Subdivision where the final asphalt was 
being applied in Phase 3 of the subdivision.  Mr. Byrd stated the pictures show the damage to the 
roadway and stated there is a material change of circumstances concerning the condition of the 
road and for the safety of the travelling public.  Mr. Byrd discussed the use of matching funds for 
Federal Aid and State projects and stated the commitment of these matching funds by the county 
leaves the county without funds to maintain its rural roads.   Mr. Byrd stated this is a statewide 
problem, but he hopes that Lee County will not continue to finance large projects at the expense 
of rural road maintenance.  Once again, Mr. Byrd reiterated the point that the developer was 
allowed to connect to Lee Road 106 without making improvements as required by the Lee 
County Access Management Policy.  Further, Mr. Byrd stated the developer’s performance bond 
was allowed to expire and now their equipment has further damaged Lee Road 106.  Mr. Byrd 
stated the county has a duty to protect the travelling public, if the developer does not repair the 
damage to this county road.    Judge English thanked Mr. Byrd for his attendance.   
  
  
 Judge English showed a picture of the Opelika Little League from 1961 which included 
County Attorney Stan Martin.  Judge English further noted that Mr. Martin made the All-Star 
Team that year.   
   
 
 The Chairman declared a quorum and officially opened the meeting with the following 
members recorded as being present: Judge Bill English, Chairman, and Commissioners Sheila 
Eckman, Johnny Lawrence, Robert Ham and John Andrew Harris.  Absent: Commissioner Gary 
Long.   News media in attendance:  Opelika Observer reporter Fred Woods.    

 
 

Copies of the items on the Consent Agenda sent to the Commissioners in their packets 
included:  two listings of claims and minutes of the April 9 meeting.   First reading of Dozier 
Harris Smith T, to fulfill the unexpired term of Cooper James, to the East Alabama Health Care 
Authority Board was made.   Commissioner Ham made a motion, seconded by Commissioner 
Harris to approve the consent agenda items as presented.   The motion carried unanimously.   

 
 
 Commissioner Ham stated he would like to reappoint Lamar Sims and Linda Holt to 
serve one more term each on the Beulah Utilities Board.  Commissioner Ham stated Mr. Sims 
has an accounting background and is currently serving as Chairman of the Board.  Further, 
Commissioner Ham stated he would like to see them both serve another term since they have a 
$5 million project in progress.  Commissioner Ham further stated that Linda Holt fulfilled an 
unexpired term and stated she has 20+ years of experience in water systems due to her 
employment with East Alabama Water in Valley.   Commissioner Ham made a motion to 
approve the following Resolution to reappoint Linda Holt and Alvin Lamar Sims to the Beulah 
Water Authority Board.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Lawrence and carried 
unanimously.   
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     RESOLUTION 
 
 WHEREAS, Lee County Commission hereby reappoints Linda Holt and Alvin Lamar 
Sims to the Beulah Water Authority Board to serve a four-year term from May 24, 2018 until 
May 24, 2022.     
 
 
  Wes Cumbie appeared to discuss the bridge replacement project on Lee Road 65.   Mr. 
Cumbie once again asked the Commission to consider allowing the bridge to stay intact while a 
new bridge is being constructed for safety reasons.  Mr. Cumbie stated the alternate route is 
dangerous and will increase his household budget by $5,000 just for additional fuel alone.  Mr. 
Cumbie further indicated that the detour will overall increase his expenses by $14,450 for a 12-
month project.   Further, Mr. Cumbie asked the Commission to consider his situation and other 
factors before making a final decision in moving forward with this project.  Mr. Cumbie stated in 
October 2014, when the Commission discussed the bridge replacement project, the county 
engineer stated the additional cost to keep the old bridge and realign a new bridge was 
approximately $204,000.  Mr. Cumbie stated the detour road has 9 blinds curves, 7 blind hills 
and several places where two vehicles are unable to pass.  Mr. Cumbie pleaded for the 
Commission to consider the safety issue of the traveling public and especially for those that live 
in the area who will be travelling the detour road several times a day.  Alexandria Little gave an 
account of a deer running her into the ditch while traveling the road on the detour route.  Ms. 
Little stated she had no service and had to walk up the road to get cell service then when she 
called 911 she was told they had no idea where she was located and told her to contact the State 
Trooper’s Office who in turn suggested she call her insurance company.   Mr. Cumbie gave the 
following reasons of the uniqueness of this bridge replacement project:  1) in Lee County history 
here has never been a detour this long (approximately 5 miles unpaved and 10 miles paved);  
2) no cellular service on portions of the road; 3) blind curves and blind hills on the detour route; 
4) only one egress and ingress option for the residents and 5) loggers and other heavy trucks 
hauling heavy loads of material to and from the bridge project site.   Commissioner Eckman 
informed Mr. Cumbie that the decision was final with the vote of the Commission in October 
2014.  Commissioner Lawrence added that emergency personnel will be notified of the bridge 
closure and of the alternate route by the Emergency Management Agency.  Rita Grubb asked for 
clarification on when the project is going to begin.  Mrs. Grubb stated the issue is safety since 
there is not an alternate route except along the stretch with loggers, big trucks, joy riders which is 
unsafe.  Further, Mrs. Grubb has told her family if she is forced to use this road to sue the county 
for safety reasons. Judge English asked Mr. Hardee to update the Commission on the status of 
the project.  Mr. Hardee stated since the Commission meeting in October 2014 where the 
decision was made to replace the existing bridge, necessary rights-of-ways have been purchased 
and ALDOT performed the design and his office received the plans this week.  Mr. Hardee stated 
the Highway Department will put the bid documents out, and after award of the contract, 
contractual agreements and insurance documents were obtained and after looking at the calendar, 
a start date of January 2019 is projected.  He indicated it would start after the holiday season.  
Judge English questioned the timeframe for the project.  Mr. Hardee indicated it would be closed 
from 9-12 months.  Bill Wartman asked whether the centerline would remain in place, and Mr. 
Hardee indicated it would move about six feet upstream.  Lance Seesock asked about emergency 
services notification, and Judge English explained that process.  Rita Grub asked if we would 
stop the loggers from using the detour road while the bridge is closed, and Judge English 
responded that we do not have the legal authority to do so.  Commissioner Lawrence stated that 
we would keep the detour road in the best condition possible during the project.  Last, Mr. 
Cumbie indicated his renter, Ms. Little, has stated she will have to move if the bridge is closed, 
which will be an additional expense to his family.  Mr. Cumbie stated he is unable to just pack 
up and move his family because of this project.   Upon further discussion, Judge English asked if 
there was any action to be taken by the Commission, and no motions were made.  He stated that 
the final decision made in October 2014 will then remain in place.   
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 County Engineer Justin Hardee presented a final plat approval request for Trailing Point 
Subdivision located in District 4.  Mr. Hardee stated the preliminary plat has been reviewed and 
meets the minimum requirements of the Lee County Subdivision and Land Development 
Regulations.   The proposed subdivision is located adjacent to Lee Road 360.  The adjacent 
property owners were notified of the development via letters sent out April 19, 2018.   
Commissioner Ham made a motion to grant final plat approval for Trailing Point Subdivision.  
The motion was seconded by Commissioner Harris and carried unanimously.    
 
 
 Commissioner Ham made a motion at approximately 5:45 PM to adjourn.  The motion 
was seconded by Commissioner Lawrence and carried unanimously.    
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The Lee County Commission convened in regular session at the Courthouse in Opelika, 
Alabama, Monday, May 14, 2018 at 5:00 p.m.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited, followed 
by an invocation by Commissioner Long.  

 
 
 The Chairman declared a quorum and officially opened the meeting with the following 
members recorded as being present: Judge Bill English, Chairman, and Commissioners Johnny 
Lawrence, Gary Long and Robert Ham.  Absent: Commissioners Sheila Eckman and John 
Andrew Harris.   News media in attendance:  Opelika Observer reporter Fred Woods and 
Opelika-Auburn News reporter Kara Coleman.    

 
 

Copies of the items on the Consent Agenda sent to the Commissioners in their packets 
included:  two listings of claims, procurement card transactions from April and minutes of the 
April 30 meeting.   Commissioner Ham made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Lawrence to 
approve the consent agenda items as presented.   The motion carried on a vote of 2-0-1 with 
Commissioner Long abstaining.   

 
 
 Judge English opened the floor at approximately 5:03 p.m. to hold a Public Hearing on 
the right-of-way vacation on Lee Road 670.  Being that there were no comments, Judge English 
then closed the Public Hearing. 
 
 
 Upon the conclusion of the Public Hearing, County Engineer Justin Hardee 
recommended approval of the right-of-way vacation of Lee Road 670.   Judge English asked 
County Attorney Stan Martin if the Commissioner in that district must make the official vote.  
Mr. Martin stated he could research the matter, but believes, according to the Code, a motion 
must come from the Commissioner in that district.  Judge English questioned if there was a rush 
on the matter.  A representative in the audience on the matter stated there was.  After more 
discussion, Commissioner Lawrence made a motion, due to the absence of Commissioner Harris, 
and seconded by Commissioner Ham to approve the right-of-way vacation of Lee Road 670, 
contingent upon approval by Mr. Martin.    The motion passed unanimously.  (However, in 
discussion after the meeting concluded, it was determined that the motion would have to be made 
by Commissioner Harris initially, and the Chairman indicated that it would be placed on the 
next agenda.)     
     
 Marie Maples called prior to the meeting stating she would not be in attendance 
concerning the noise ordinance issue.    Ms. Maples stated she may reschedule later.  
 
 
 Commissioner Ham presented the following Resolution on second reading of Dozier 
Harris Smith T to the East Alabama Health Care Authority board.  The motion was seconded by 
Commissioner Long and passed on a vote of 2-0-1 with Commissioner Lawrence abstaining.   
 
      RESOLUTION 
 
 WHEREAS, the Lee County Commission hereby appoints Dozier Harris Smith T to the 
East Alabama Health Care Authority board, to fill the unexpired term of Cooper James, from 
May 14, 2018 to September 30, 2020.       
 
 
 Revenue Commissioner Oline Price discussed the need for a student intern for the 
summer since her office is short-staffed.   Mrs. Price stated the funds are budgeted since she will 
not have to pay the staff member who is out on extended leave of absence due to a family 
member’s illness.  Commissioner Ham made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Long to 
allow a student intern to work in the Revenue Commissioner’s Office for the summer.  The 
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motion carried unanimously.     
 
 
 County Engineer Justin Hardee presented the results on a request for proposals for 
Project #LCP 41-148-18 for installation of traffic stripe and pavement markers on various public 
roads in the county.  Mr. Hardee stated only one response was received on the project.  Further, 
Mr. Hardee stated this company is one of only a few that performs this service.  Mr. Hardee 
recommended the Commission accept the lone bid of Hornsby Striping Company, Inc. of 
Tuskegee, Alabama, and that they have performed satisfactorily for Lee County before.    Upon 
this recommendation, Commissioner Lawrence made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Ham 
to award the project to Hornsby Striping Company, Inc.   The motion carried unanimously.   
 
 
  Commissioner Ham presented a request by Principal Brown of Beulah High School to 
assist the school with some brush control around their ball fields and bleachers.  Commissioner 
Ham referred to a memo Mr. Hardee had placed in the packets, stating the work should take no 
more than two weeks and would require the use of a tracked brush cutter, herbicide sprayer and 
no more than three employees to accomplish the task.  Mr. Hardee stated the work would be 
done after school is out to improve access to the areas and ensure that students and faculty 
cannot get into the work area.  Commissioner Ham stated further assistance was requested in 
removing some trees too, but the Highway Department is unable to due to the size of the trees.  
Commissioner Ham made a motion authorizing the Highway Department to perform the brush 
control work as discussed.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Long and carried 
unanimously.   
 
 
 Sheriff Jones presented an off-premise beer and wine license application from the Dollar 
General Store 19043 located on Alabama Highway 51 in District 5.   Sheriff Jones stated no 
objections had been noted on the application.  Commissioner Lawrence made a motion, 
seconded by Commissioner Ham to approve the following Resolution for the Dollar General 
Store #19043.    The motion carried unanimously.   
 
      RESOLUTION 
 
 WHEREAS, the Lee County Commission approves the application for the Dollar 
General Store 19043 located at 15297 Alabama Highway 51, Opelika, Alabama.    
 
 
 Judge English indicated Mr. Martin advised the Commission to adjourn into executive 
session to discuss a potential real estate transaction.  Judge English stated County Attorney Stan 
Martin and County Administrator Roger Rendleman needed to be in attendance.  Judge English 
stated the session should last approximately 15 minutes and official action is anticipated at the 
conclusion.  At approximately 5:15 PM, Commissioner Ham made a motion, seconded by 
Commissioner Lawrence to adjourn into executive session.   
    
 
 Upon reconvening the executive session at approximately 5:25 PM, Commissioner Ham 
made a motion to accept the offer of $240,000 for the 40 acres in Beauregard, originally 
purchased in 2007 for recreation.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Lawrence and 
carried unanimously.   
 
 
 Commissioner Lawrence made a motion at approximately 5:25 PM to adjourn.  The 
motion was seconded by Commissioner Long and carried unanimously.    
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The Lee County Commission convened in regular adjourned session at the new Beulah 
Senior Center in Cusseta, Alabama, Tuesday, May 29, 2018 at 5:00 p.m.  The Pledge of 
Allegiance was recited, followed by an invocation by Commissioner Ham.  At that point, those 
in attendance and guests went outside for a ribbon-cutting ceremony to dedicate the new 
building.  Thanks were expressed to The Bridge Church for donating the land, Senator Dial and 
former Representative Bridges for helping secure the grant funds to build the building, and Lee-
Russell Council of Governments for their assistance.  The Director of the Alabama Department 
of Senior Services was also present. 

 
 
 The Chairman declared a quorum and officially opened the meeting with the following 
members recorded as being present: Judge Bill English, Chairman, and Commissioners Sheila 
Eckman, Johnny Lawrence, Gary Long, Robert Ham and John Andrew Harris. Elected 
Official(s) in attendance:  Sheriff Jay Jones, Senator Gerald Dial and former Representative 
DuWayne Bridges.  News media in attendance:  Opelika Observer reporter Fred Woods, 
Opelika-Auburn News reporter Kara Coleman, Valley Times reporter Wayne Clark and WTVM 
News reporter Rico Mitchell.    

 
 
  Judge English asked the members if anyone had an objection to taking the next agenda 
item out of order, since it required Commissioner Harris’ presence, and he had to leave early for 
another engagement.  Hearing none, Mr. Hardee discussed the necessity of revisiting the 
vacation of Lee Road 670 due to Commissioner Harris’ absence at the previous meeting.  After 
review by County Attorney Stan Martin, Mr. Martin indicated that the Commissioner in that 
district must make the motion to approve a vacation of a road.  Upon this clarification, 
Commissioner Harris made a motion to authorize the Chairman to sign the necessary documents 
to approve the right-of-way vacation of Lee Road 670.  The motion was seconded by 
Commissioner Ham and carried unanimously.   
 
           RESOLUTION 
 
 WHEREAS, William T. Collier, individually, and Dorothy C. Kolander, Keith Kolander, 
Mary D. Collier, and William T. Collier, as the previous owners of the entity, GWC Properties, 
Ltd., which was dissolved on December 19, 2017 (herein referred to separately and collectively 
as “Owners”), are the owners of all of the real property abutting or in any way served by the 
property hereinafter described and the road, street or highway situated thereon, and own all the 
lands abutting on or touching said property, and are desirous of vacating said public road, street, 
highway or right-of-way over and across the property herein described, to-wit: 
        
  A tract or parcel land known as Lee Road 670 located in Section 8,  

Township 18 North, Range 25 East, Lee County, Alabama, being more 
particularly described as follows:  Commence at the southwest corner of 

   said Section 8; thence N63`45’08”E 995.53 feet to the north right-of-way 
limit of Lee Road 137 (aka Wire Road); thence along said right-of-way 
limit N72`10’38”E 449.65 feet; thence continue along said right-of-way 
limit N72`10’38”E 141.56 feet to the point of beginning; thence leaving  
said right-of-way limit N01`05’36”W 154.48 feet; thence N01`05’36”W 
127.23 feet; thence N01`05’36”W 449.25 feet; thence N88`54’24”E  
60.00 feet; thence S01`05’36”E 712.93 to the north right-of-way limit  
of said Lee Road 137; thence along said right-of-way limit S72`10’38”W  
62.65 feet to the point of beginning. 
 

 WHEREAS, the Lee County Commission is the governing body of Lee County, 
Alabama; and   
 
 WHEREAS, heretofore, the Owners have executed and submitted to the Lee County 
Commission (a) a written Declaration of Vacation (herein referred to as the “Declaration of 
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Vacation”) and (b) a written petition for Approval of, and Assent to, Vacation of Lee Road 670 
(herein referred to as the “Petition”) (complete, correct, full, genuine and true copies of which 
are attached hereto as Exhibits “1” and “2”, respectively, and by this reference are incorporated 
herein) evidencing the Owners’ desire and intent that Lee Road 670 be vacated, thereby 
divesting from the County and the public, and investing into the Owners, any and all right, title, 
claim and interest which the County and the public may have in and to Lee Road 670 which 
heretofore may have been acquired by or dedicated to the County and the public by virtue of plat, 
prescription, public use or otherwise; and  
 
 WHEREAS, due and proper notice of the hearing on this vacation has been given by (a) 
publication once a week for four (4) consecutive weeks in The Opelika Observer, (b) posting at 
the Lee County Courthouse, (c) mailing to the Loachapoka Water Authority, and (d) mailing to 
all abutting property owners, namely, William T. Collier, individually, and Dorothy C. Kolander, 
Keith Kolander, Mary D. Collier, and William T. Collier, as the previous owners of the entity, 
GWC Properties, Ltd., which was dissolved on December 19, 2017, all in the form, substance 
and time periods required by applicable law; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the Lee County Commission finds:  

(1) that the names of the owner or owners of the lots or parcels of land abutting the  
Street are:  William T. Collier, individually, and Dorothy C. Kolander, Keith 
Kolander, Mary D. Collier, and William T. Collier, as the previous owners of the 
entity, GWC Properties, Ltd., which was dissolved on December 19, 2017, i.e. the 
Owners;  

(2) that there are no other owners of lots or parcels of land abutting Lee Road 670 which 
will be cut off from access thereby over some other reasonable and convenient way;  

(3) that it is in the interest of the public that Lee Road 670 be vacated; 
(4) that Lee Road 670 is no longer needed for public purposes; 
(5) that the retention of Lee Road 670 will not benefit the County or the public; 
(6) that vacation of Lee Road 670 will not deprive other property owners of such right as 

they may have to adequate, convenient and reasonable means of ingress and egress to 
and from their respective real properties, which such right is afforded by remaining 
streets; and 

(7) that no owner of real property served by Lee Road 670 objects to the vacation of the 
same.   

  
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Lee County Commission:  
1. That the Lee County Commission does hereby approve of and assent to the Owners’ 

Declaration of Vacation and the Petition, and does hereby vacate Lee Road 670, so 
that Lee Road 670 be, and the same is hereby, vacated, thus divesting from the 
County and the public, and investing into the Owners, any and all right, title, claim 
and interest of the County and of the public in and to Lee Road 670 which heretofore 
may have been acquired by or dedicated to the County and the public by virtue of 
prescription, public use or otherwise.  

2. That Lee County, Alabama does hereby remise, release, and quitclaim to the 
aforesaid Owners whatever right, title, and interest Lee County may have acquired in 
the property by virtue of any means, and that Bill English, Chairman of the Lee 
County Commission, is authorized to execute and deliver a Quitclaim Deed to the 
forenamed Owners or persons carrying out the intention of this paragraph and the 
County Administrator of the Lee County Commission be and is hereby authorized 
and directed on behalf of Lee County to attest the same.  

3. That the Declaration of Vacation does not deprive other property owners of such right 
as they may have to adequate, convenient and reasonable means of ingress and egress 
to and from their respective real properties, which such right is afforded by remaining 
streets.  

4. That a copy of this Resolution, certified by the County Administrator or other clerk or 
ministerial officer in charge of the records of the County, shall be attached to, filed 
and recorded with the Declaration of Vacation in the office of the Judge of Probate of 
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Lee County, Alabama, by Owners at Owners’ expense. 
5. That, upon recordation in the office of the Judge of Probate of Lee County, Alabama, 

(a) the Declaration of Vacation and the Petition, together with a certified copy of this 
Resolution, shall operate to destroy the force and effect of the dedication of Lee Road 
670 and to divest all public rights, including any rights which may have been 
acquired by plat, prescription, public use or otherwise in and to the same, and (b) title 
and all public rights, including the right to close, Lee Road 670 hereby vacated shall 
vest in the Owners.  

6. That notice of adoption of this Resolution and vacation of Lee Road 670 shall be 
published in The Opelika Observer no later than fourteen (14) days after the adoption 
of this Resolution, all in the form and substance required by applicable law.   
    

 
  Copies of the items on the Consent Agenda sent to the Commissioners in their packets 
included:  two listings of claims and minutes of the May 14 meeting.  Announcement for the 
following boards was made:  1) three openings on the East Alabama Health Care Authority 
Board; 2) two openings on the Lee County E911 Board; and 3) one opening on the Loachapoka 
Water Authority Board.  Commissioner Ham made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Long 
to approve the consent agenda items as presented.   The motion carried on a vote of 4-0-1 with 
Commissioner Lawrence abstaining.   

 
 
 County Engineer Justin Hardee presented several pictures to the Commission of the 
recent flood damage from storm Alberto.  Mr. Hardee stated he wished to thank the employees of 
the Highway Department for their hard work following the flooding from heavy rains on May 23 
and over the weekend.  Unfortunately, several culverts and bridges were damaged during the 
heavy rains, including damage to several county roads.   Damage included trees down across 
roads, flooded roadways, washed-out roadways, washed out bridges, culvert collapse and a 
bridge with structural damage.  Mr. Hardee once again echoed the adage if water is running 
across the road, do not assume the road is still there, because he has witnessed damage he has 
never seen before on some roads.  He reminded everyone to turn around and not drive through 
flooded roadways.   Mr. Hardee thanked the Highway Department crews who are working hard 
to assess the damage and have already started the necessary repairs.  Mr. Hardee stated 
fortunately they had pipe on hand to address a few of the situations.  Mr. Hardee thanked Lee 
County EMA for notifying citizens of road/bridge closures and the Volunteer Fire Departments 
for their assistance in cutting trees and getting debris off the roadways.  Additionally, Mr. Hardee 
publicly thanked Bridge Engineer Joey Hundley and Highway Superintendent Bill Yarbrough.  
Mr. Hundley assessed each bridge for their safety.  Mr. Yarbrough worked diligently with his 
crews working 19 hours assessing the damages and making temporary repairs.  Commissioner 
Ham thanked Mr. Hardee for being out with his crews and not at the office.  Commissioner Ham 
stated the first people he saw, once he got out, were the Sheriff’s Deputies and next were the 
Highway crews out assessing the damage.  Further, Commissioner Ham thanked the Sheriff’s 
Office and the Highway Department for their efforts.        
 
   
 Commissioner Lawrence recognized CSM Bennie Adkins who was in attendance for the 
discussion of the interior design of the meeting center.  Lindsay Tan presented drawings of the 
proposed design and discussed the layout.  Ms. Tan stated the entry would be an educational 
tribute to Medal of Honor recipient CSM Bennie Adkins, including a tiger display to depict the 
story of the five.  Also, a dedicated room will be equipped with educational materials and an 
activity table for children.  Also, a mini-museum of interchangeable artifacts, donated by CSM 
Bennie Adkins, will be displayed.  Ms. Tan stated that while the design was paid for with funds 
from the Commission, the interior design will be funded by community donors and the 
foundation “Friends of CSM Bennie Adkins”.   After the presentation, Commissioner Lawrence 
made a motion to approve the interior design.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Ham 
and carried unanimously.   
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  County Administrator Roger Rendleman discussed the necessity for a redesign of the 
county seal.  Mr. Rendleman stated Architect Randy Wilson had taken the project on, at no cost 
to the county.  Mr. Rendleman explained that once the Courthouse project is complete, a county 
seal will be displayed on the addition and will be visible from the bridge on 10th Street and due to 
the size, the current seal would not be able to be enlarged on the scale necessary.  Therefore, the 
seal needed a redesign to accommodate the enlargement.  Judge English stated the old one had 
too much detail, but he felt the new one did not have enough detail.  Commissioner Lawrence 
questioned the reason the doors of the Courthouse were not shown and stated he would be ok if 
the doors were drawn in.  Commissioner Eckman made a motion to approve the redesign, with 
the mentioned modifications.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Ham.  After more 
discussion, Mr. Rendleman stated he would ask Mr. Wilson to consider these suggestions and 
come up with a redesign that could meet everyone’s approval.  After this consideration, 
Commissioner Eckman withdrew her motion and Commissioner Ham withdrew his second.  Mr. 
Rendleman stated he would bring the item back to the Commission at the next meeting.   

      
 
 Commissioner Long made a motion at approximately 5:55 PM to adjourn.  The motion 
was seconded by Commissioner Ham and carried unanimously.    
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The Lee County Commission convened in regular session at the Courthouse in Opelika, 
Alabama, Monday, June 11, 2018 at 5:00 p.m.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited, followed 
by an invocation by Commissioner Harris.  

 
 
 The Chairman declared a quorum and officially opened the meeting with the following 
members recorded as being present: Judge Bill English, Chairman, and Commissioners Sheila 
Eckman, Johnny Lawrence, Gary Long, Robert Ham and John Andrew Harris. Elected 
Official(s) in attendance:  Sheriff Jay Jones.  News media in attendance:  Opelika Observer 
reporter Fred Woods and Opelika-Auburn News reporter Kara Coleman.    

 
 
  Copies of the items on the Consent Agenda sent to the Commissioners in their packets 
included:  two listings of claims, procurement card transactions from May, an additional listing 
of claims presented prior to the meeting, and minutes of the May 29 meeting.  Commissioner 
Ham made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Harris to approve the consent agenda items as 
presented.   The motion carried unanimously.   

 
 
 Michael Griffith appeared before the Commission to discuss the new hours of operation 
for the Motts waste disposal station located on Lee Road 249 and to discuss the speed limit on 
Lee Road 179.   First, Mr. Griffith discussed the Motts compactor site and its recent closure after 
hours.  Mr. Griffith stated the hours are inconvenient to the citizens that live in the area since the 
majority of them work in Columbus, Georgia and go by Eastern time.  Mr. Griffith stated he 
would like to see the site opened earlier and/or allowed to stay open later for the citizens that 
utilize the site.   Mr. Harden, of Lee Road 246, stated he is a contractor and works from 6 AM to 
6 PM Eastern time, seven days a week, and was surprised when he arrived one morning to throw 
his household garbage away and the gate was locked.  Further, Mr. Harden stated he had to take 
his trash to work with him and upon returning to the site, the same day, again it was closed.  Mr. 
Harden suggested the county install a walk-thru gate where citizens could drop off one or two 
bags of household trash at the location after hours.  This would still allow the site to be closed so 
that large trucks could not dump, but convenient for individuals to drop off household garbage.   
Judge English asked County Engineer Justin Hardee to address the issue.  Mr. Hardee stated the 
County is looking into the abuses of the system, whether by out-of-county users, by local 
contractors and businesses, or other types of disposers, and the department decided to do a trial 
closure of the site after-hours, which started June 1.  Mr. John McDonald stated the times used 
initially are 6:30 AM to 6:15 PM, Central time.  Prior to the closing, the operators at the site 
distributed flyers to the citizens notifying them of the upcoming changes and a sign was erected.  
Mr. Hardee stated he knew it would inconvenience some citizens, but explained that the 
department had to try something to address the noticeable increase in volume.  Further, Mr. 
Hardee stated a problem exists, not with individuals, but with trucks with trailer loads of 
materials to dump at the site after-hours.  Mr. Harden questioned if the location had cameras.  
Mr. Hardee stated he believed so.   Commissioner Eckman stated the department should monitor 
the camera to see how many come to the site before it opens, to determine a convenient time to 
open for the majority of the citizens.  Next, Mr. David McBride, of Lee Road 249, stated most 
people will not obey the locked gate, but instead will find alternative ways to dispose of their 
trash, either by putting it at the locked gate or dumping it on nearby dirt roads.  Mr. McBride 
questioned how many sites are manned.   Mr. John McDonald stated two.    Mr. McDonald stated 
he had a crew riding the nearby dirt roads to see if anyone had illegally dumped trash and, so far, 
that has not been the case near the site.   Commissioner Lawrence stated he understood the time 
difference issue and stated the Commission is open to suggestions.  Mr. Griffith suggested 
opening the site from 6:00 AM to 6:00 PM Eastern time.  Mr. Harden suggested staying open 
later in the evening until 7:00 PM Eastern time.     Mr. Hardee questioned that if both a morning 
and/or evening adjustment is not available, which would they prefer.  They concurred opening 
earlier in the morning would be more convenient.   Commissioner Lawrence suggested making 
adjustments to staff schedules so as not to put an undue burden on the staff or more overtime on 
the environmental services budget.   Mr. Hardee reiterated the biggest concern is illegal dumpers, 
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often after hours, which is the main reason for closing the site at night.  Commissioner Long 
stated he has listened to their comments and concerns and stated perhaps a walk-thru door could 
work.  Mr. McDonald stated the feedback from citizens at the site have been that about half of 
citizens understand the reason to close it and half complain about the after-hours closing.  
Commissioner Long stated they are trying to make it work.  Commissioner Eckman questioned if 
closing the site is working.  Mr. McDonald responded and stated that the operators are finding 
the site as they left it the night before, so he would say yes, it is working.  Commissioner Ham 
thanked the gentlemen for coming and stated their concerns are being heard.     
 
 Next, Mr. Griffith asked that the speed limit on Lee Road 179 be reduced from 45 MPH 
to 35 MPH due to dangerous curves and blind driveways.  Mr. Hardee indicated the first step is 
to perform a traffic study which will determine the appropriate speed limit for the road, and once 
complete, he will make a recommendation to the Commission, if the traffic study finds that the 
speed limit should be adjusted.   Mr. Hardee stated the Highway Department would erect 
advisory signs in the curves.  Mr. Griffith asked that blind driveway signs be erected too.   
 
  

Mr. Hardee reported that two vendors presented a response to the request for proposals 
for construction of a minimum 4.8 miles of full depth reclamation, resurfacing and traffic stripe 
on various public roads in the county.   Mr. Hardee made a recommendation to award it to the 
lowest responsive proposal, received from D & J Enterprises, Inc.  Judge English questioned if 
the Highway Department had worked with the company before and, if so, if they were happy 
with their work.  Mr. Hardee indicated they had worked with them on Federal aid projects in the 
past, and were pleased with their work.   Upon the recommendation, Commissioner Lawrence 
made a motion to accept the proposal from D & J Enterprises, Inc.  The motion was seconded by 
Commissioner Long and carried unanimously.   

 
 
Next, Mr. Hardee presented a preliminary plat for Magnolia Ridge Subdivision Phase II, 

located off Lee Road 401 in District 5.  Mr. Hardee stated this is the preliminary plat and only 
one person has voiced concerns, but those concerns have been addressed.  Mr. Hardee stated he 
recommends approval because the developer meets the minimum requirements.   Commissioner 
Lawrence questioned how the developer is doing smaller lots without septic approval.  Mr. 
Hardee stated this is the preliminary plat and meets requirements of the Health Department and 
that before development, the Health Department will be the agency to sign off on the septic 
system.   Judge English questioned Mr. Ed Gullatte, a neighboring landowner, if his land had any 
problem with the perk test.  Mr. Gullatte stated his property perked pretty good, but hoped the 
Commission would hold the developer to all regulations.  Upon Mr. Hardee’s recommendation, 
Commissioner Harris made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Ham to approve the 
preliminary plat for Magnolia Ridge Subdivision Phase II.  The motion carried unanimously.   

 
 
Last, Mr. Hardee presented a Federal Aid Agreement for resurfacing a portion of Lee 

Road 11.   Mr. Hardee stated it was an 80/20 match, with a total cost of $909,220.59 and the 
county’s portion being $181,844.12.    Mr. Hardee stated the project is 3.26 miles in length.  
Commissioner Lawrence questioned if the entire length would be widened.  Mr. Hardee 
answered in the affirmative.  Judge English checked the math and stated it cost over $275,000 
per mile and questioned Mr. Hardee on that cost.  Mr. Hardee indicated the increased cost is due 
to additional requirements that must be met on a Federal project and additional red tape.   After 
more discussion, Commissioner Long made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Harris to 
approve the following Resolution and authorize the Chairman to execute the Federal Aid 
Agreement for the widening and resurfacing of a portion of Lee Road 11.  The motion carried 
unanimously.      
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     RESOLUTION  
 
 BE IT RESOLVED, by the County Commission of Lee County, Alabama, that the 
County enter an agreement with the State of Alabama; acting by and through the Alabama 
Department of Transportation for:  
The full depth reclamation, widening, resurfacing, traffic striping, and other safety improvements 
on CR-011 from CR-039 to SR-51. Length-3.263 miles, Project #STPNU-4116 (253),  
LCP 41-143-16, CPMS Ref#100068134; 
 
which Agreement is before this Commission, and that the agreement be executed in the name of 
the County, by the Chairman of the Commission for and on its behalf and that it be attested by 
the Count Clerk and the seal of the County affixed thereto. 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that upon completion of the execution of the 
agreement by all parties, that a copy of such agreement be kept of record by the County Clerk.  
 
 Passed, adopted, and approved this 11th day of June 2018.   
 
               AGREEMENT – FA 
 
 This Agreement is made and entered into by and between the State of Alabama, acting by 

and through the Alabama Department of Transportation, party of the first part (hereinafter called the 
STATE), and Lee County, Alabama (FEIN 63-6001601), party of the second part (hereinafter called the 
COUNTY): 

 
          WITNESSETH 
 
WHEREAS, the State and County desire to cooperate in the full depth reclamation, widening, 

resurfacing, traffic striping, and other safety improvements on CR-011 from CR-039 to SR051.     
Length – 3.263 miles.  Project#STPNU-4116(253), LCP 41-143-16, CPMS Ref#100068134; 

NOW THEREFORE, it is mutually agreed between the State and County as follows; 
A. The County will furnish all right-of-way for project without cost to the State or this 

Project.   
B. The County will adjust and/or relocate all utilities on the project without cost to the State 

or this Project.   
C. The County will make the survey, complete the plans and furnish all preliminary 

engineering, for the project with county forces, without cost to the State. The plans will 
be subject to the approval of the State and the project will be constructed in accordance 
with the plans approved by the State and the terms of this Agreement. 

D. The County will furnish all construction engineering for the project with County forces or 
with a consultant selected by the State or with State forces not to exceed 5%, without 
prior approval by the State as a part of project cost.  

E. The State will furnish the necessary inspection and testing of materials when needed as 
part of the cost of the project. 

F. If necessary, the County will file an Alabama Department of Environmental Management 
(ADEM) National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Notice of 
Registration (NOR) (Code Chapter 335-6-12) for this project without cost to the State or 
this project.  The County will be the permittee of record with ADEM for the permit.  The 
County and the contractor will be responsible for compliance with the permit and the 
State will have no obligation regarding the permit.  The County will furnish the State 
(Region) a copy of the permit prior to any work being performed by the contractor. 

G. Funding for this Agreement is subject to availability of Federal Aid funds at the time of 
authorization.  The State will not be liable for Federal Aid funds in any amount.  Any 
deficiency in Federal Aid or overrun in construction costs will be borne by the County 
from County Federal Aid funds, if available, and from County funds.  In the event of an 
underrun in construction costs, the amount of Federal Aid funds will be the amount stated 
below, or 80% of eligible costs, whichever is less.    
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H. The estimated cost of construction of this project payable by the parties is the amount set 
forth below:   

FA Funds (2017)         $310,024.67 
FA Funds (2018)      417,351.80 
County Funds       181,844.12  
TOTAL (Incl. E & I and Indirect Cost) $909,220.59 

I. The State will be responsible for advertisement and receipt of bids, and the award of the 
Contract.  Following the receipt of bids and prior to the award of the contract, the State 
will invoice the County for its prorata share of the estimated cost as reflected by the bid 
of the successful bidder plus E & I, and the County will pay this amount to the State no 
later than 30 days after the date bids are opened. 

J. The County will submit reimbursement invoices for work performed under the terms of 
this Agreement to the Alabama Department of Transportation within six (6) months after 
the completion and acceptance of the project.  Any invoices submitted after this six (6) 
month period will not be eligible for payment.   

K. The County will comply with the Alabama Department of Transportation Standard 
Specifications for Highway Construction, Latest Edition, on this project and will ensure 
that alignment and grades on this project meet the standards of the Alabama Department 
of Transportation and the project will be built in accordance with the approved plans.  

L. An audit report must be filed with the Department of Examiners of Public Accounts, 
upon receipt by the County, for any audit performed on this project in accordance with 
Act No. 94-414. 

M. Upon completion and acceptance of this project, the County will assume full 
responsibility for maintenance of that part of the facility which is not part of the State 
Maintenance System, in accordance with the Department’s Local Road Maintenance 
Certification Policy.  

N. The County shall be responsible at all times for all of the work performed under this 
agreement and, as provided in Ala. Code §11-93-2 (1975), the County shall indemnify 
and hold harmless the State of Alabama, the Alabama Department of Transportation, its 
officers, officials, agents, servants, and employees.  
For all claims not subject to Ala. Code §11-93-2 (1975), the County shall indemnify and 
hold harmless the State of Alabama, the Alabama Department of Transportation, its 
officers, officials, agents, servants, and employees from and against any and all damages, 
claims, loss, liabilities, attorney’s fees or expense whatsoever or any amount paid in 
compromise thereof arising out of, connected with, or related to the (1) work performed 
under this Agreement, (2) the provision of any services or expenditure of funds, required, 
authorized, or undertaken by the County pursuant to the terms of this agreement, or (3) 
misuse, misappropriation, misapplication, or misexpenditure of any source of funding, 
compensation or reimbursement by the County, its officers, officials, agents, servants, 
and employees.  

O. The County will be obligated for the payment of damages occasioned to private property, 
public utilities or the general public, caused by the legal liability (in accordance with 
Alabama and/or Federal law) of the County, its agents, servants, employees or facilities. 

P. By entering into this Agreement, the County is not an agent of the State, its officers, 
employees, agents or assigns.  The County is an independent entity from the State and 
nothing in this agreement creates an agency relationship between the parties.  

Q. By signing this contract, the contracting parties affirm, for the duration of this agreement, 
that they will not violate federal immigration law or knowingly employ, hire for 
employment, or continue to employ an unauthorized alien within the State of Alabama.  
Furthermore, a contracting party found to be in violation of this provision shall be 
deemed in breach of the agreement and shall be responsible for all damages resulting 
therefrom.  

R. Exhibit M is attached hereto as a part hereof. 
S. Exhibit N is attached hereto as a part hereof.  
T. This agreement may be terminated by either party upon the delivery of a thirty (30) day 

notice of termination.   
U.  
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto have caused this agreement to be executed by 
those officers, officials and persons thereunto duly authorized, and the agreement is deemed to 
be dated and to be effective on the date stated hereinafter as the date of the approval of the 
Governor of Alabama.   
 
EXHIBIT M 
CERTIFICATION FOR FEDERAL-AID CONTRACTS:  LOBBYING 
This certification is applicable to the instrument to which it is attached whether attached directly 
or indirectly with other attachments to such instrument.   
 
The prospective participant/recipient, by causing the signing of and the submission of this 
Federal contract, grant, loan, cooperative agreement, or other instrument as might be applicable 
under Section 1352, Title 31, U. S. Code, and the person signing same for and on behalf of the 
prospective participant/recipient each respectively certify that to the best of the knowledge and 
belief of the prospective participant or recipient and of the person signing for and on behalf of 
the prospective participant/recipient, that:  

a. No Federal appropriated funds have been paid or will be paid, by or on behalf of the 
prospective participant/recipient or the person signing on behalf of the prospective 
participant/recipient as mentioned above, to any person for influencing or attempting to 
influence an officer or employee of any Federal agency, a Member of Congress, an 
officer or employee of Congress, or an employee of a Member of Congress in connection 
with the awarding of any Federal contract, the making of any Federal grant, the making 
of any Federal loan, the entering into of any cooperative agreement, and the extension, 
continuation, renewal, amendment, or modification of any Federal contract, loan, or 
cooperative agreement.       

b. If any funds other than Federal appropriated funds have been paid or will be paid to any 
person for influencing or attempting to influence an officer or employee of any Federal 
agency, a member of Congress, an officer or employee of Congress, or an employee of a 
Member of Congress in connection with this Federal contract, grant, loan, or cooperative 
agreement, or other instrument as might be applicable under Section 1352, Title 31, U. S. 
Code, the prospective  participant/recipient shall complete and submit Standard Form-
LLL, “Disclosure Form to Report Lobbying,” in accordance with its instructions.   

This certification is a material representation of fact upon which reliance was placed when this 
transaction was made or entered into.  Submission of this certification is a prerequisite for 
making or entering into this transaction imposed by Section 1352, Title 31, U. S. Code.  Any 
person who fails to file the required certification shall be subject to a civil penalty of not less 
than $10,000 and not more than $100,000 for each such failure.  
 
The prospective participant/recipient also agrees by submitting this Federal contract, grant, loan, 
cooperative agreement or other instrument as might be applicable under Section 1352, Title 31, 
U. S. Code, that the prospective participant/recipient shall require that the language of this 
certification be included in all lower tier subcontracts, which exceed $100,000 and that all such 
subrecipients shall certify and disclose accordingly. 
 
EXHIBIT N  
FUNDS SHALL NOT BE CONSTITUTED AS A DEBT 
It is agreed that the terms and commitments contained herein shall not be constituted as a debt of 
the State of Alabama in violation of Article 11, Section 213 of the Constitution of Alabama, 
1901, as amended by Amendment Number 26.  It is further agreed that if any provision of this 
Agreement shall contravene any statute or Constitutional provision of amendment, either now in 
effect or which may, during the course of this Agreement, be enacted, then the conflicting 
provision of the Agreement shall be deemed null and void.  
 
When considering settlement of controversies arising from or related to the work covered by this 
Agreement, the parties may agree to use appropriate forms of non-binding alternative dispute 
resolution.  
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TERMINATION DUE TO INSUFFICIENT FUNDS 
 

a. If the agreement term is to exceed more than one fiscal year, then said agreement is 
subject to termination in the event that funds should not be appropriated for the continued 
payment of the agreement in subsequent fiscal years.  

b. In the event of proration of the fund from which payment under this agreement is to be 
made, agreement will be subject to termination.  
 

NO GOVERNMENT OBLIGATION TO THIRD PARTY CONTRACTORS  
 
The State and County acknowledge and agree that, notwithstanding any concurrence by the 
Federal Government in or approval of the solicitation of award of the underlying contract, absent 
the express written consent by the Federal Government, the Federal Government is not a party to 
this contract and shall not be subject to any obligations of or liabilities to the State, County, or 
any other party (whether or not a party to that contract) pertaining to any matter resulting from 
the underlying contract.   
 
The County agrees to include the above clause in each subcontract financed in whole or in part 
with Federal assistance provided to FHWA.  It is further agreed that the clause shall not be 
modified, except to identify the subcontractor who will be subject to its provisions. 
 
 

Mr. Rendleman asked the Commission to appoint a member to the ACCA Legislative 
Committee.  Mr. Rendleman reminded the Commission that the Committee has one 
representative from each county to pursue an active role in the Association’s legislative 
initiatives.  Judge English questioned Commission Lawrence on how the meetings went.  
Commissioner Lawrence stated all 67 did not show up at one time, and stated he felt the 
Commission was better informed of the ACCA’s position.  Commissioner Ham thanked 
Commissioner Lawrence for his representation last year on the committee and stated he would 
like Commissioner Lawrence to represent Lee County once again.  Commissioner Ham then 
made a motion to nominate Commissioner Lawrence to the ACCA Legislative Committee.  The 
motion was seconded by Commissioner Eckman and carried unanimously.   

 
 
EMA Director Kathy Carson updated the Commission on the tornado selection site 

mapping project.  The project was compiled by Dr. Philip Chaney and Dr. Christopher Burton of 
the Auburn University Department of Geosciences.  The purpose of the project was to identify 
potential sites for installing a community tornado shelter in rural areas of Lee County.  
Preliminary discussion with Ms. Carson indicated that volunteer fire stations were desirable sites 
for the shelter because of the potential for finding available land nearby and for other practical 
reasons, such as personnel availability to open the sites once conditions warranted such.  Ms. 
Carson stated that Dr. Chaney also looked at FEMA’s requirements to evaluate total population 
and socially vulnerable population (poverty, mobile homes, African-American, less than high 
school education and English as a second language) near the proposed site.  Ms. Carson 
discussed the detail of the maps included in the Commission packets identifying areas where a 
community shelter would be best suited.  Ms. Carson stated that 19 potential sites were identified 
and then, based on construction of a “social vulnerability map”, ranked in order of priority.  
Based on this calculation the top three priority shelter sites identified were the areas around (1) 
Beauregard VFD station #2; (2) the Smiths Station Sports Complex; and (3) the Beulah VFD 
station #3.  Commissioner Harris questioned Ms. Carson on why Loachapoka had not been 
identified since that was originally the proposed shelter location.    Commissioner Lawrence 
questioned whether the volunteer fire stations were possible locations for a potential shelter.  
Commissioner Harris stated this was unacceptable to him, since Loachapoka was not chosen as a 
potential site for a shelter, especially after ADECA denied that location.  Ms. Carson stated 
Loachapoka was considered along with the entire county.  Commissioner Harris then questioned 
if Waverly had a shelter.  Ms. Carson answered in the affirmative and stated the community 
shelter there is located in Chambers County.    Ms. Carson stated the study looked at the most 
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vulnerable population and use it to help them.  Commissioner Harris then questioned how many 
shelters were currently in Lee County, besides the new one in the Beulah Senior Center.  Ms. 
Carson indicated none currently.  Commissioner Long stated one was located in Smiths Station 
at Station #1, but it was an in-ground one for personnel.   Ms. Carson stated since the county was 
developing a recreational plan, she indicated they were looking into using the shelter for other 
purposes, such as a concession stand, when it is not being utilized for a storm shelter.   
Commissioner Lawrence questioned the next step in the study.  Ms. Carson stated the 
information would be used as a guideline in the future.  Commissioner Lawrence suggested 
looking at smaller shelters, instead of one large shelter.  Ms. Carson indicated a 25-person, 8x16 
shelter has an average cost is $44,745; an 8x24 costs $45,995; and a 47-person, 10x24 is 
$48,945.   The cost includes a generator, bathroom and shipping.  Commissioner Lawrence also 
questioned who would utilize a shelter if it was built.  Ms. Carson stated the EMA Department 
performed an informal survey on social media and asked if people with no shelter were willing to 
travel to get to a shelter.  Ms. Carson stated the highest percentage of those responded that they 
would not relocate, most indicated they would stay home.  Ms. Carson stated the best solution is 
an in-home shelter.  Further, Ms. Carson stated citizens should stay weather aware with a NOAA 
radio or a weather app on their phone.  After further discussion, no action was taken by the 
Commission.            

 
 
At approximately 6:15 PM, Judge English stated the Commission needed to adjourn into 

Executive Session discuss a potential real estate transaction.  County Attorney Stan Martin stated 
that Mr. Rendleman needed to attend.  Further, Judge English estimated the session to last 
approximately 5-10 minutes and official action is anticipated afterwards.  Commissioner Long 
made a motion to adjourn into executive session.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner 
Lawrence and carried unanimously.   

 
 
Upon reconvening the Executive Session at approximately 6:25 PM, Commissioner Ham 

made a motion to authorize Mr. Rendleman to reject the offer on the property in Beauregard.   
The motion was seconded by Commissioner Lawrence and carried unanimously.   

       
 
Commissioner Lawrence made a motion at approximately 6:25 PM to adjourn.  The 

motion was seconded by Commissioner Long and carried unanimously.    
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The Lee County Commission convened in regular adjourned session at the Courthouse in 
Opelika, Alabama, Monday, June 25, 2018 at 5:00 p.m.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited, 
followed by an invocation by Commissioner Lawrence.  

 
 
 The Chairman declared a quorum and officially opened the meeting with the following 
members recorded as being present: Judge Bill English, Chairman, and Commissioners Sheila 
Eckman, Johnny Lawrence, Gary Long, Robert Ham and John Andrew Harris. Elected 
Official(s) in attendance:  Sheriff Jay Jones and Revenue Commissioner Oline Price.  News 
media in attendance:  Opelika Observer reporter Fred Woods, Opelika-Auburn News reporter 
Kara Coleman and Channel 9 reporter Rico Mitchell.    

 
  

Lee County Cemetery Preservation Commission member Talitha Norris appeared during 
Citizens Communication to give an update.   Mrs. Norris reported most projects have been 
placed on the back burner to address the situation at County Line Cemetery.  Mrs. Norris 
reported the cemetery has suffered great damage due to vandalism.  Mrs. Norris indicated that 
vandalism continues to be a problem and discussion has been held to place game cameras in 
concealed places in the cemetery in hopes of catching those responsible for the damage.   Also, 
Mrs. Norris stated she has talked to Maintenance Supervisor Jerry Lynch about placing signs 
warning those of surveillance taking place in the cemetery, in hopes of deterring them.  Last, 
Mrs. Norris stated the Facebook page has generated interest in the activities of the Cemetery 
Preservation Commission.    Commissioner Ham thanked Mrs. Norris for her update.  

   
 

  Copies of the items on the Consent Agenda sent to the Commissioners in their packets 
included:  two listings of claims, an additional listing of claims for approval was presented prior 
to the meeting, and minutes of the June 11 meeting.  Commissioner Ham made a motion, 
seconded by Commissioner Harris to approve the consent agenda items as presented.   The 
motion carried unanimously.   

 
 

Commissioner Lawrence made first reading of Tara Barr to the Lee County Recreation 
Board.  Commissioner Lawrence indicated Mrs. Barr would take the place of Mr. Sam Bailey 
whose term had expired. 

 
Next, Judge English made first reading of Dr. David Smalley, Dr. Joel Pittard and Mr. 

Larry Fillmer to the East Alabama Health Care Authority Board.    
 
Judge English made first reading of Randy Causey and Sheriff Jay Jones to the Lee 

county E911 Board. 
 
 
Since two names, Mark Aderholdt and Keith Kolander, were submitted for consideration 

for the vacancy on the Loachapoka Water Authority Board, Judge English stated a vote would be 
necessary.   Commissioner Eckman made a motion of first reading on Mr. Mark Aderholdt to the 
board.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Harris and carried unanimously.   

 
 
County Administrator Roger Rendleman presented another updated design of the county 

seal for Commission discussion.   Mr. Rendleman explained that the redesign format would be 
easier to use on things other than just letterhead.  Mr. Rendleman stated several adjustments had 
been made to the original redesign and final decision is up to the Commission.  Judge English 
indicated another design had been placed on each Commissioners’ desk for consideration.   After 
discussion, Commissioner Ham made a motion to authorize the county seal redesign based on 
the one placed on the Commissioner’s desk today.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner 
Harris and unanimously carried.  
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Linda Hill appeared before the Commission to discuss a trap, neuter and return program 

for the cat population in the county and distributed copies of her proposed program to the 
Commission.     Mrs. Hill stated in her subdivision alone, Hidden Creek Subdivision, she has 
seen litter after litter of cats born from both feral and domesticated cats.  Commissioner Long 
questioned if the majority were feral cats.  Mrs. Hill answered in the affirmative, especially in 
her neighborhood.  Mrs. Hill stated she had taken several cats to be neutered and then returned 
them to her neighborhood for release, but she stated this is a costly endeavor and stated she can’t 
do it alone.   Further, Mrs. Hill indicated PAWS Humane in Columbus will take the cats if she 
pays them.   Mrs. Hill pleaded with the Commission to help with the situation.  

 
 
 Dr. Elizabeth Yorke gave a PowerPoint presentation of concerns at the number of 

euthanized animals reported by the Lee County Animal Control Department.  Dr. Yorke 
provided statistical information and other data to support her findings.  Further, Dr. Yorke stated 
she is not criticizing the current practices by the department, but is making suggestions for future 
improvement.  Dr. Yorke stated that, according to the statistics provided, Lee County has a 
51.1% euthanasia rate, and perhaps higher since 10% of the animals are in a status pending 
category.  Dr. Yorke stated these statistics are alarming since the statewide euthanasia rate is 
35%, according to Shelter Animals Count.  Dr. Yorke suggested a task force be implemented to 
focus on these issues and provide guidance in the future for the program.  Dr. Yorke additionally 
addressed the fact that many owners do not know where to start to locate their lost animal, since 
there is not a central site for the owner to go.  Also, in some instances, Dr. Yorke stated if the 
animal is not found in a timely manner the boarding rates are too high for the owner to get the 
animal back.  Dr. Yorke stated she would suggest improving the visibility of animals picked up 
by the Lee County Animal Control Department by posting pictures on-line and having one 
number for a person to call if they have a lost animal, instead of having to call several places to 
find the animal.  Additionally, Dr. Yorke gave several suggestions, such as:  1) standardized fee 
structure for owners to reclaim animals, for citizens to adopt animals and for rescues to pull, with 
a fee cap to limit excess charges; 2) allow rescue to pull animals; 3) suggesting implementing a 
dog license fee; and 4) vaccination/foster program for animals.     Commissioner Lawrence stated 
he feels Lee County Animal Control does a good job addressing lost dogs, but indicated that 
usually the county roads are where city residents dump unwanted animals, which is a burden on 
the county.  Commissioner Eckman questioned if each dog that is picked up by animal control is 
photographed.  Mr. Hardee answered in the affirmative.  Commissioner Eckman questioned the 
two veterinarians, and stated there was an option for others to participate if they wanted to.  
Judge English indicated that for the first several months, the animals were taken to several 
different veterinarians, especially if they were in close proximity and then the county put out the 
RFP for services, and that the only response was a joint proposal from these two vets.  
Commissioner Harris stated it was something the county needed to address.  Commissioner 
Eckman questioned if numbers were available on the low cost spay and neuter program.  
Commissioner Ham asked to wait until Environmental Services Director John McDonald was 
able to present those numbers.  Commissioner Ham indicated that there was not as much 
participation in the program as expected, and would like to discuss the funding of the program.    
Stacey Domingo, a local business owner, stated a better system needs to be implemented and 
suggested looking at grants that could help.  Next, Dr. Conor McGowan stated he had fostered 
approximately 17 animals and stated most are well-behaved dogs.  Dr. McGowan stated he 
would like to change the euthanasia rates and come up with a solution to the problem.  Next, 
Kelley Steury stated she would like to be involved in a task force which can come together and 
discuss possible solutions to the euthanasia rates, as well.  Ms. Steury stated when she lost her 
animal, she was not aware that there were two animal control agencies in the area.  Ms. Steury 
stated people need to be informed.  Bobbi Yeo, CEO of PAWS Humane, Inc in Columbus, GA, 
presented a handout to the Commission and discussed their program and the progress they have 
made.  Mrs. Yeo stated in 2009 they had over 8,000 intakes and last year the number decreased 
to nearly half.  Mrs. Yeo stated they implemented several programs including a low cost spay 
and neuter program, Save-a-Pet Program, and a trap/neuter/release program for cats.  
Commissioner Lawrence questioned Mrs. Yeo about the total budget to run the program and the 
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population of Columbus, GA.  Mrs. Yeo stated the budget is around $2M and a total population 
of over 200,000.    Next, Karlene Turkington, a dog trainer for 16 years, spoke about the 
necessity for pictures of animals picked up by animal control and for them to be posted at one 
common website.   Mrs. Turkington stated most people do not know what breed their animal is 
and especially when an animal has been lost a few days, they may not look like they should, with 
matted hair and a dirty coat.   Next, Casey Smith of PAWS Humane, Inc stated adoption 
software is available for approximately $2,000-$3,000 dollars and emphasized the need for 
pictures of the animal at one central location.   Commissioner Eckman questioned if it is a 
tracking software.  Ms. Smith said there are several products on the market but they use a 
product called “Shelter Love”, which has the ability to upload a picture and a description of the 
animal.  Brittany Beech who is the administrator for lost pets in Russell and Muscogee Counties, 
stated she is also a college student and stated college students lose everything.  Ms. Beech stated 
most people, especially college students, do not know where to turn in the event their pet gets 
lost, and reiterated the fact that a social media site with pictures is the best way to handle the 
issue.   Last, Ms. Beech stated she was concerned with the high euthanasia rates presented by the 
report.  Commissioner Lawrence stated that each was involved in several different ways, and 
suggested making one central point, as a clearing house, to collect the information all in one 
spot.  Judge English thanked each for their attendance and noted that about 45 people were in the 
audience for this issue.     

 
 
Commissioner Ham stated he would like to move the item concerning the renewal of the 

Spay/Neuter Program to the next agenda since Mr. McDonald was unable to be at the meeting 
tonight due to a family issue.      

 
 
Revenue Commissioner Oline Price gave her annual Report of Insolvencies, Errors and 

Taxes in Litigation for the Tax Year 2017 and Uncollected Insolvencies and Taxes in Litigation 
for previous years, as required by Code of Alabama 1975, Sections 40-5-23 & 40-5-29.   
Commissioner Ham then made a motion to adopt the following resolution, seconded by 
Commissioner Harris, and unanimously carried: 
  

BE IT RESOLVED by the Lee County Commission that the reports filed by Oline W. 
Price, Lee County Revenue Commissioner, of Insolvencies, Errors and Taxes in Litigation for 
the Tax Year 2017 and Uncollected Insolvencies and Taxes in Litigation for previous years, be 
and is hereby approved, and that the Chairman is hereby authorized to sign same; and that said 
Revenue Commissioner be and she is hereby allowed credit for taxes listed in these reports.  

 
 
County Engineer Justin Hardee presented an Adopt-A-Mile Program Application 

presented by Alabama PALS for consideration.  Mr. Hardee stated Sigma Nu Fraternity is 
wishing to adopt one mile of Lee Road 50, which is in the Auburn city limits in Commission 
District 2, and is not county maintained.  Mr. Hardee indicated the Commission needs to 
authorize the Chairman to sign the application.    Commissioner Lawrence made a motion, 
seconded by Commissioner Long to authorize the Chairman to sign the Adopt-A-Mile Program 
application by Sigma Nu Fraternity.   The motion carried unanimously.    

 
 
Mr. Hardee stated a citizen had approached the Highway Department at the last meeting  

about reducing the speed limit on Lee Road 246, from Lee Road 179 to Lee Road 935.   Mr. 
Hardee indicated the Highway Department performed a traffic study and recommends the speed 
limit be reduced from 45 mph to 35 mph for this portion of Lee Road 246.  The Highway 
Department recommends this is a reasonable and safe maximum speed limit.  Upon the 
recommendation, Commissioner Ham made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Harris to 
approve the speed limit of 35 mph for Lee Road 246, from Lee Road 179 to Lee Road 935.  
Commissioner Lawrence asked why we were not changing it on Lee Road 935 after the hairpin 
curve. After discussion, the motion was amended to reduce the speed limit on both Lee Road 246 
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and Lee Road 935.  The amended motion carried unanimously.   
 
 
Mr. Hardee presented the following Resolution and Federal Aid Agreement for 

resurfacing 2.807 miles of Lee Road 95.  Commissioner Ham made a motion approve the 
following Resolution and authorize the Chairman to sign the necessary documents.   The motion 
was seconded by Commissioner Harris and carried unanimously.     

 
    RESOLUTION 
 
BE IT RESOLVED, by the County Commission of Lee County, Alabama, that the 

County enter into an agreement with the State of Alabama; acting by and through the Alabama 
Department of Transportation for: 
the full depth reclamation, resurfacing, and traffic striping on CR-095 from SR-147 to the 
Opelika City Limits to include an at grade railroad crossing with Norfolk Southern Railway.  
Length – 2.807 miles.   Project#STPOA-4117(251), LCP41-142-15, CPMS Ref#100062500;  
 
which agreement is before this Commission, and that the Agreement be executed in the name of 
the County, by the Chairman of the Commission for and on its behalf and that it be attested by 
the County Clerk and the seal of the County affixed thereto.  
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that upon the completion of the execution of the 
agreement by all parties, that a copy of such agreement be kept of record by the County Clerk.    
 
    AGREEMENT – MPO (FA STP FUNDS) 
 
 This Agreement is made and entered into by and between the State of Alabama, acting by 

and through the Alabama Department of transportation, party of the first part (hereinafter called the 
STATE), and Lee County, Alabama (FEIN 63-6001601), party of the second part (hereinafter called the 
COUNTY): 

 
          WITNESSETH 
 
WHEREAS, the State and County desire to cooperate in the full depth reclamation, resurfacing, 

and traffic striping on CR-095 from SR-147 to the Opelika City limits to include an at grade railroad 
crossing with Norfolk Southern Railway.  Length – 2.807 miles.  Project#STPOA-4117(251), LCP 41-
142-15, CPMS Ref#100062500; 

NOW THEREFORE, it is mutually agreed between the State and County as follows; 
A. The County will furnish all right-of-way for project without cost to the State or this 

Project.   
B. The County will adjust and/or relocate all utilities on the project without cost to the State 

or this Project.   
C. The County will make the survey, complete the plans and furnish all preliminary 

engineering, for the project with county forces, or with a consultant selected by the 
County and approved by the State, without cost to the State or this Project.  The plans 
will be subject to the approval of the State and the project will be constructed in 
accordance with the plans approved by the State and the terms of this Agreement. 

D. The County will furnish all construction engineering for the project with County forces or 
with a consultant selected and approved by the State not to exceed 5%, without prior 
approval by the State.  The cost of the construction engineering shall be included as part 
of the construction cost for the project.  

E. If necessary, the County will file an Alabama Department of Environmental Management 
(ADEM) National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Notice of 
Registration (NOR) (Code Chapter 335-6-12) for this project without cost to the State or 
this project.  The County will be the permittee of record with ADEM for the permit.  The 
County and the contractor will be responsible for compliance with the permit and the 
State will have no obligation regarding the permit.  The County will furnish the State 
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(Region) a copy of the permit prior to any work being performed by the contractor. 
F. The State will furnish the necessary inspection and testing of materials when needed as 

part of the cost of the project.  
G. The State will not be liable for Federal Aid Funds in any amount.  The project will be 

limited to $593,327.38 Federal funds unless the Auburn-Opelika Area Metropolitan 
Planning Organization agrees, subject to the approval of the State, to reprogram the 
allocated Federal funds for the Auburn-Opelika Area sufficient to pay 80% of the project 
cost.  In the event of an underrun in project costs, the amount of Federal Aid funds will 
be the amount stated below, or 80% of eligible project costs, whichever is less.  

H. The estimated cost of construction of this project payable by the parties is the amount set 
forth below:   

FA STP Funds (Auburn-Opelika City Area Dedicated)      $593,327.38 
County Funds              148,331.85  
TOTAL (Incl. E & I and Indirect Cost)        $741,659.23 

I. The State will be responsible for advertisement and receipt of bids, and the award of the 
Contract.  Following the receipt of bids and prior to the award of the contract, the State 
will invoice the County for its prorate share of the estimated cost as reflected by the bid 
of the successful bidder plus E & I, and the County will pay this amount to the State no 
later than 30 days after the date bids are opened. 

J. The County will submit reimbursement invoices for work performed under the terms of 
this Agreement to the Alabama Department of Transportation within six (6) months after 
the completion and acceptance of the project.  Any invoices submitted after this six (6) 
month period will not be eligible for payment.   

K. The County will comply with the Alabama Department of Transportation Standard 
Specifications for Highway Construction, Latest Edition, on this project and will ensure 
that alignment and grades on this project meet the standards of the Alabama Department 
of Transportation and the project will be built in accordance with the approved plans.  

L. An audit report must be filed with the Department of Examiners of Public Accounts, 
upon receipt by the County, for any audit performed on this project in accordance with 
Act No. 94-414. 

M. Upon completion and acceptance of this project, the County will assume full 
responsibility for maintenance of that part of the facility which is not part of the State 
Maintenance System, in accordance with the Department’s Local Road Maintenance 
Certification Policy.  

N. The County shall be responsible at all times for all of the work performed under this 
agreement and, as provided in Ala. Code §11-93-2 (1975), the County shall indemnify 
and hold harmless the State of Alabama, the Alabama Department of Transportation, its 
officers, officials, agents, servants, and employees.  
For all claims not subject to Ala. Code §11-93-2 (1975), the County shall indemnify and 
hold harmless the State of Alabama, the Alabama Department of Transportation, its 
officers, officials, agents, servants, and employees from and against any and all damages, 
claims, loss, liabilities, attorney’s fees or expense whatsoever or any amount paid in 
compromise thereof arising out of, connected with, or related to the (1) work performed 
under this Agreement, (2) the provision of any services or expenditure of funds, required, 
authorized, or undertaken by the County pursuant to the terms of this agreement, or (3) 
misuse, misappropriation, misapplication, or misexpenditure of any source of funding, 
compensation or reimbursement by the County, its officers, officials, agents, servants, 
and employees.  

O. The County will be obligated for the payment of damages occasioned to private property, 
public utilities or the general public, caused by the legal liability (in accordance with 
Alabama and/or Federal law) of the County, its agents, servants, employees or facilities. 

P. By entering into this Agreement, the County is not an agent of the State, its officers, 
employees, agents or assigns.  The County is an independent entity from the State and 
nothing in this agreement creates an agency relationship between the parties.  

Q. By signing this contract, the contracting parties affirm, for the duration of this agreement, 
that they will not violate federal immigration law or knowingly employ, hire for 
employment, or continue to employ an unauthorized alien within the State of Alabama.  
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Furthermore, a contracting party found to be in violation of this provision shall be 
deemed in breach of the agreement and shall be responsible for all damages resulting 
therefrom.  

R. In compliance with Act 2016-312, the County certifies that it is not currently engaged in, 
and will not engage in, the boycott of a person or an entity based in or doing business 
with a jurisdiction with which this state can enjoy open trade. 

S. Exhibit M is attached hereto as a part hereof. 
T. Exhibit N is attached hereto as a part hereof.  
U. This agreement may be terminated by either party upon the delivery of a thirty (30) day 

notice of termination.   
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto have caused this agreement to be executed by 
those officers, officials and persons thereunto duly authorized, and the agreement is deemed to 
be dated and to be effective on the date stated hereinafter as the date of the approval of the 
Governor of Alabama.   
 
EXHIBIT M 
CERTIFICATION FOR FEDERAL-AID CONTRACTS:  LOBBYING 
This certification is applicable to the instrument to which it is attached whether attached directly 
or indirectly with other attachments to such instrument.   
 
The prospective participant/recipient, by causing the signing of and the submission of this 
Federal contract, grant, loan, cooperative agreement, or other instrument as might be applicable 
under Section 1352, Title 31, U. S. Code, and the person signing same for and on behalf of the 
prospective participant/recipient each respectively certify that to the best of the knowledge and 
belief of the prospective participant or recipient and of the person signing for and on behalf of 
the prospective participant/recipient, that:  

a. No Federal appropriated funds have been paid or will be paid, by or on behalf of the 
prospective participant/recipient or the person signing on behalf of the prospective 
participant/recipient as mentioned above, to any person for influencing or attempting to 
influence an officer or employee of any Federal agency, a Member of Congress, an 
officer or employee of Congress, or an employee of a Member of Congress in connection 
with the awarding of any Federal contract, the making of any Federal grant, the making 
of any Federal loan, the entering into of any cooperative agreement, and the extension, 
continuation, renewal, amendment, or modification of any Federal contract, loan, or 
cooperative agreement.       

b. If any funds other than Federal appropriated funds have been paid or will be paid to any 
person for influencing or attempting to influence an officer or employee of any Federal 
agency, a member of Congress, an officer or employee of Congress, or an employee of a 
Member of Congress in connection with this Federal contract, grant, loan, or cooperative 
agreement, or other instrument as might be applicable under Section 1352, Title 31, U. S. 
Code, the prospective  participant/recipient shall complete and submit Standard Form-
LLL, “Disclosure Form to Report Lobbying,” in accordance with its instructions.   

This certification is a material representation of fact upon which reliance was placed when this 
transaction was made or entered into.  Submission of this certification is a prerequisite for 
making or entering into this transaction imposed by Section 1352, Title 31, U. S. Code.  Any 
person who fails to file the required certification shall be subject to a civil penalty of not less 
than $10,000 and not more than $100,000 for each such failure.  
 
The prospective participant/recipient also agrees by submitting this Federal contract, grant, loan, 
cooperative agreement or other instrument as might be applicable under Section 1352, Title 31, 
U. S. Code, that the prospective participant/recipient shall require that the language of this 
certification be included in all lower tier subcontracts, which exceed $100,000 and that all such 
subrecipients shall certify and disclose accordingly. 
 
EXHIBIT N  
FUNDS SHALL NOT BE CONSTITUTED AS A DEBT 
It is agreed that the terms and commitments contained herein shall not be constituted as a debt of 
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the State of Alabama in violation of Article 11, Section 213 of the Constitution of Alabama, 
1901, as amended by Amendment Number 26.  It is further agreed that if any provision of this 
Agreement shall contravene any statute or Constitutional provision of amendment, either now in 
effect or which may, during the course of this Agreement, be enacted, then the conflicting 
provision of the Agreement shall be deemed null and void.  
 
When considering settlement of controversies arising from or related to the work covered by this 
Agreement, the parties may agree to use appropriate forms of non-binding alternative dispute 
resolution.  
 
TERMINATION DUE TO INSUFFICIENT FUNDS 
 

a. If the agreement term is to exceed more than one fiscal year, then said agreement is 
subject to termination in the event that funds should not be appropriated for the continued 
payment of the agreement in subsequent fiscal years.  

b. In the event of proration of the fund from which payment under this agreement is to be 
made, agreement will be subject to termination.  
 

NO GOVERNMENT OBLIGATION TO THIRD PARTY CONTRACTORS  
 
The State and County acknowledge and agree that, notwithstanding any concurrence by the 
Federal Government in or approval of the solicitation of award of the underlying contract, absent 
the express written consent by the Federal Government, the Federal Government is not a party to 
this contract and shall not be subject to any obligations of or liabilities to the State, County, or 
any other party (whether or not a party to that contract) pertaining to any matter resulting from 
the underlying contract.   
The County agrees to include the above clause in each subcontract financed in whole or in part 
with Federal assistance provided to FHWA.  It is further agreed that the clause shall not be 
modified, except to identify the subcontractor who will be subject to its provisions.   

 
 
Commissioner Lawrence made a motion at approximately 6:05 PM to adjourn.  The 

motion was seconded by Commissioner Eckman and carried unanimously.    
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The Lee County Commission convened in regular session at the Courthouse in Opelika, 
Alabama, Monday, July 9, 2018 at 5:00 p.m.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited, followed by 
an invocation by Judge Bill English.  

 
 The Chairman declared a quorum and officially opened the meeting with the following 
members recorded as being present: Judge Bill English, Chairman, and Commissioners Johnny 
Lawrence, Gary Long, Robert Ham and John Andrew Harris.  Absent:  Commissioner Sheila 
Eckman.   News media in attendance:  Opelika Observer reporter Fred Woods and Opelika-
Auburn News reporter Carla Nelson.    

 
During citizens’ communication, Commissioner John Andrew Harris displayed a plaque 

he had been received for registering the most voters from the Lee County Voters League, an 
organization he serves as President.  Last, Commissioner Harris stated he received good news 
concerning a court order whereby people can go into jails to register those eligible to vote.  
Commissioner Harris stated he had gotten it all straightened out and would provide a copy of that 
order.   

   
 
Copies of the items on the Consent Agenda sent to the Commissioners in their packets 

included:  two listings of claims, procurement card transactions from June, minutes of the June 
25 meeting, and announcement of two positions on the Lee County Youth Development Center 
board.  Commissioner Ham made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Harris to approve the 
consent agenda items as presented.   The motion carried unanimously.   

 
 

Commissioner Lawrence presented the following Resolution to appoint Tara Barr to the 
Lee County Recreation Board as the county-wide representative to take the place of Mr. Sam 
Bailey, whose term expired.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Harris and carried 
unanimously.  

 
BE IT RESOLVED, the Lee County Commission appoints Tara Barr to the Lee County 

Recreation Board to serve a four-year term from July 9, 2018 until October 14, 2022 
 
 
Commissioner Ham presented the following Resolution to reappoint Dr. David Smalley, 

Dr. Joel Pittard and Mr. Larry Fillmer to the East Alabama Health Care Authority Board.   The 
motion was seconded by Commissioner Harris and passed on a vote of 3-0-1 with Commissioner 
Lawrence abstaining. 

 
   BE IT RESOLVED, the Lee County Commission hereby reappoints Dr. David 

Smalley, Dr. Joel Pittard and Larry Fillmer to the East Alabama Health Care Authority Board to 
each serve a six-year term from September 30, 2018 until September 30, 2024. 

 
 
Commissioner Lawrence presented the following Resolution to reappoint Sheriff Jay 

Jones and Randy Causey to the Lee County Communications District (E911) Board.  The motion 
was seconded by Commissioner Long and carried unanimously. 

 
BE IT RESOLVED, the Lee County Commission hereby reappoints Sheriff Jay Jones 

and Randy Causey to the Lee County Communications District (E911) Board to each serve a 
four-year term ending July 24, 2022. 

 
 
Commissioner Harris presented the following Resolution to appoint Mark Aderholdt to 

the Loachapoka Water Authority Board.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Ham and 
carried unanimously.   

BE IT RESOLVED, the Lee County Commission does hereby appoint Mark Aderholdt 
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to the Loachapoka Water Authority Board, to fulfill the unexpired term of John Randall Adams, 
ending March 1, 2019.     

 
 
Commissioner Ham presented a spreadsheet to each Commissioner showing the 

breakdown over the last two years, by entity, of the Spay and Neuter Program.  Commissioner 
Ham asked each Commissioner to review the information.  Commissioner Ham indicated he is 
not asking for a vote tonight.  Commissioner Ham stated he had talked with a representative 
from the City of Auburn and Smiths Station Mayor Bubba Copeland, who both indicated they 
would like to continue to participate, but so far, he had been unable to contact a representative 
from the City of Opelika; he hoped he could get Opelika’s consent by the next meeting.  
Commissioner Ham asked each Commissioner to review the data and be ready to discuss the 
continuance of the program and possibly vote on the matter at that time.   

 
 
County Administrator Roger Rendleman presented the following Resolution provided by 

the Lee County Board of Education amending, confirming and ratifying the levy of a countywide 
sales tax in Lee County.  Commissioner Ham made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Long 
to approve the Resolution and authorize the Chairman to sign the documents as presented.  The 
motion carried unanimously.   Judge English stated the county is pledging they will continue to 
collect the sales tax.  Mr. Rendleman agreed and stated that is the Commission’s authority to 
collect it.  Commissioner Lawrence questioned if the Board of Education was going to repay the 
loan in two years.  Mr. Rendleman stated he did not know about their finances, but he expects 
they may be planning to refinance at that time.      
 

   A RESOLUTION AND ORDER AMENDING, 
           CONFIRMING AND RATIFYING THE LEVY OF  

         A COUNTYWIDE SALES TAX IN LEE COUNTY 
 

BE IT RESOLVED AND ORDERED by the Lee County Commission (herein called 
“the Commission”), the governing body of Lee County (herein called “the County”), as follows:  

 
Section 1.  Findings.  The Commission hereby finds and declares that 
(a) there is now being levied in the County, pursuant to Sections 40-12-4 through 40-12-

7 of the Code of Alabama of 1975, as amended (herein called “the Code”) and a 
Resolution adopted by the Commission on March 29, 1993, a special privilege license 
or excise tax (herein called “the Sales Tax”), a portion of the proceeds of which are 
allocated and apportioned to the Lee County Board of Education (herein called “the 
Board”), in accordance with said Section 40-12-4;  

(b) the proceeds of the Sales Tax are authorized to be used for public school purposes, 
including capital improvements and the payment of debt service on obligations issued 
therefor; and   

(c) that the Board proposes to issue its Subordinated Capital Outlay Anticipation 
Warrant, Series 2018, in the principal amount of up to $23,000,000 (herein called 
“the Warrant”), for the purpose of temporarily providing the funds to pay the costs of 
acquiring, constructing and renovating certain capital improvements to Beauregard 
High School and to pledge, for the payment of the principal of and interest on the 
Warrant, that portion of the proceeds of the Sales Tax presently being allocated, 
apportioned and paid to the Board, subject to certain prior pledges thereof. 

Section 2.  Continuation of Sales Tax.  The County hereby agrees that it shall continue to 
levy and provide for the collection of the Sales Tax until the final retirement of the 
Warrant, now expected to occur on or before July 20, 2020.   
 
ADOPTED this 9th day of July 2018. 
  
Commissioner Lawrence made a motion at approximately 5:20 PM to adjourn.  The 

motion was seconded by Commissioner Long and carried unanimously.    
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The Lee County Commission convened in regular adjourned session at the Courthouse in 
Opelika, Alabama, Monday, July 30, 2018 at 5:00 p.m.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited, 
followed by an invocation by Commissioner Gary Long.  

 
 The Chairman declared a quorum and officially opened the meeting with the following 
members recorded as being present: Judge Bill English, Chairman, and Commissioners Sheila 
Eckman, Johnny Lawrence, Gary Long, Robert Ham and John Andrew Harris.  News media in 
attendance:  Opelika Observer reporter Fred Woods and Opelika-Auburn News reporter Kara 
Coleman.    

 
 
ACCA Governmental Affairs Manager Chase Cobb presented a small token of 

appreciation to Bill Yarbrough for his participation in the Motor Grader Operator Training 
Program.    The Association of County Engineers of Alabama extended their appreciation to Mr. 
Yarbrough, as well.   Mr. Cobb explained that Mr. Yarbrough was one of nine trainers in the 
state to share his experience and skill to help counties in Alabama train their Motor Grader 
operators on safety and to efficiently grade their gravel roads.  Mr. Yarbrough has trained 
operators in Lee County and Russell County.   Commissioner Ham thanked Mr. Yarbrough for 
his knowledge and for representing Lee County in this manner.   Judge English shared our 
condolences to Mr. Cobb upon the recent passing of his father.   Mr. Cobb thanked Judge 
English.  Mr. Cobb further stated the ACCA is getting ready for another Motor Grader Operator 
training class.  Judge English questioned how many were being held statewide and Mr. Cobb 
replied, nine.   

 
   
Copies of the items on the Consent Agenda sent to the Commissioners in their packets 

included:  two listings of claims, minutes of the July 9 meeting, and announcement of openings 
on the Citizens Advisory Committee of the Auburn-Opelika Metropolitan Planning 
Organization.  Judge English recognized Butch Brock, a member of the committee, and 
questioned if he has been able to find others willing to serve on this committee.  Mr. Brock stated 
he has not.  Commissioner Harris stated he had appointed Jeanette Willis as a representative to 
serve, but she had never been contacted about the meetings.   Judge English questioned Mr. 
Brock but Mr. Brock stated he was not aware of Ms. Willis’ appointment.  Commissioner Ham 
made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Lawrence to approve the consent agenda items as 
presented with the noted corrections mentioned by Commissioner Long.   The motion carried 
unanimously.   

 
 

Commissioner Ham discussed the spreadsheet he presented at the last meeting 
concerning the Spay and Neuter Program costs.  Commissioner Ham stated he has confirmation 
that each of the other governmental entities wants to renew their commitment and indicated the 
total of $60,000 will stay the same, only the amount contributed by each entity will change.  
Commissioner Ham stated the population will factor into the amount each contributes.  
Commissioner Ham stated the difference will be that each entity will contribute with half of their 
amount based on population and the other half based upon their usage of the program.  The 
following are the agreed upon amounts by each entity:  Smiths Station – $3,500; Opelika - 
$12,000; Auburn - $16,000; and Lee County – $28,500.  Commissioner Harris questioned the 
population figures presented for Smiths Station compared to the City of Opelika.  Judge English 
provided information that came from the 2017 Census Bureau estimates.  After more discussion, 
Commissioner Ham made a motion to allocate $28,500 from the FY2018-2019 Budget to 
support the Spay and Neuter Program.   The motion was seconded by Commissioner Lawrence 
and carried unanimously.   Further, Commissioner Ham stated he talked to representatives from 
both cities who had agreed to host a central website to post pictures of animals picked up by any 
entity’s animal control.    Commissioner Ham stated discussion was held with them to have a 
professional maintain the website.   Commissioner Ham stated a meeting will be held in two 
weeks on the matter.   
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Lisa Sandt presented a change order for the Beulah Senior Center.  Judge English 
questioned if it was for the close-out of the project.  Mrs. Sandt indicated it is a change order for 
$4,513.75 due to weak soil located underneath the dumpster which was replaced with stone 
material.  Mrs. Sandt indicated the project totaled $807,377.15.  Commissioner Ham made a 
motion to approve the change order for Beulah Senior Center totaling $4,513.75.  The motion 
was seconded by Commissioner Long and carried unanimously.  Commissioner Ham thanked 
Mrs. Sandt for her work on the project, and, also thanked County Administrator Roger 
Rendleman.      

 
 
Commissioner Eckman discussed the appointment of an Animal Control Task Force as 

presented at a prior meeting.  Commissioner Eckman stated she is willing to serve as a member 
to be the liaison between the task force and the Commission.    Commissioner Eckman asked Dr. 
Elizabeth Yorke if she would organize the task force and suggested having three to five 
members, keeping it minimal.  Dr. Yorke questioned if they could have something more 
organized created by the Commission.  Commissioner Lawrence indicated he was not sure a task 
force was the answer, since suggestions can be voiced to the Commission by their members now.  
Commissioner Eckman asked Dr. Yorke to form the committee and determine their direction, 
then come back before the Commission once finalized.    After more discussion, Commissioner 
Lawrence made a motion to appoint Commissioner Eckman as a member to their committee.  
The motion was seconded by Commissioner Harris for discussion.  Commissioner Ham 
suggested that the member be formally appointed by the Commission once the task force was 
created and stated he felt that would be the only action necessary.  After more discussion, 
Commissioner Lawrence withdrew his motion and Commissioner Harris withdrew his second.   

 
 
Commissioner Ham stated after talking with Sheriff Jones, Deputy Warren Jones and 

Environmental Services Director John McDonald, the solid waste collection sites and the 
enforcement of illegal dumpers needed to be addressed.  Commissioner Ham presented the 
following 13 items as proposed changes to our collection site policies:  1) signs simply worded; 
2) no commercial trash-residential only; 3) fence each site; 4) cameras at each site, monitored by 
the Sheriff’s Office; 5) walk-through gate at some sites; 6) electronic gates remotely controlled 
to open and close the sites; 7) limited hours of operation; 8) fine up to $1,500 for illegal 
dumpers; 9) citizens must pay county garbage fee to use collection sites; 10) enforcement 
handled by Sheriff’s Office; 11) Sheriff’s Office will have a database of citizens to verify they 
have paid the garbage fee; 12) vacation homeowners and renters allowed to use the collection 
sites with proof the garbage fee has been paid by the property owner; 13) yard debris, only put in 
sites with limb bunkers.    
  After discussion of the items, Commissioner Ham made a motion to abolish commercial 
accounts beginning October 1, 2018, and to notify Revenue Commissioner Oline Price of the 
Commission action and notify all commercial users of the upcoming change.  The motion was 
seconded by Commissioner Lawrence and carried unanimously.   Further, Commissioner Ham 
stated a database of all authorized users will be made available to the Lee County Sheriff’s 
Office, regularly updated by the Revenue Commissioner’s Office, identifying authorized users.  
County Administrator Roger Rendleman stated by tying both the Revenue Commissioner’s data 
and the 911 database together, he says the list could be 85-90% accurate, if the Commission 
wishes to move forward.  Further, Mr. Rendleman stated he believed it was feasible by using a 
graphical GIS system, which would be accessible by the deputies since they can access it on their 
computers.   Commissioner Long questioned the sites being closed on Sunday.  County Engineer 
Justin Hardee addressed the closure, by stating the department does not have the ability to 
dispose of the collected garbage on Sundays, which causes a backlog for the drivers on 
Mondays.  Mr. Hardee suggested that closing on Sunday, with Commission approval, would be 
implemented over time with proper notice given to the citizens.  Commissioner Long questioned 
the individuals the Commission has authorized to pick-up trash from homeowners.  Mr. Hardee 
stated that the issue needs to be addressed as well.  Mr. McDonald stated those individuals are 
the ones that cause a dumpster to be full, even right after an operator has left the site.   

Lastly, Commissioner Ham stated after discussion held with the Sheriff’s Office on 
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violators, Commissioner Ham suggested that the fine for violators be a large fine, perhaps up to 
$1,500, to discourage outside violators, and, if possible, to lessen the charge from a misdemeanor 
to a violation.  Mr. Rendleman stated the fines and violations can only be allowed as the State 
allows authority, he stated it may take a constitutional amendment to change them.  
Commissioner Ham stated he feels doing away with commercial users is the first step to solve an 
ongoing problem in the county.   Further, Mr. Rendleman stated that the savings from this step 
alone, he feels, will provide enough savings to take the next steps to install fencing around the 
sites and to install security cameras.      

 
 
Commissioner Lawrence discussed an email he received from the ACCA regarding an 

opportunity for the Commission to meet with the President’s staff in Washington, DC to discuss 
issues relating to counties.  Commissioner Lawrence stated this is a unique opportunity 
encouraging any Commissioner available, on short notice, to attend.  Commissioner Lawrence 
made a motion to authorize travel for any Commissioner wishing to attend the ACCA event in 
Washington, D. C.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Long for discussion.   
Commissioner Harris interjected and stated when he traveled to Washington, DC every year, for 
the NACo Convention, he was given the opportunity to meet with members of Congress and the 
President, but nothing was ever presented for consideration.  After more discussion, Mr. 
Rendleman asked the Commission to approve the travel from the Contingency fund, since funds 
are limited in the Commission Office’s travel budget.  Upon this suggestion, Commissioner 
Lawrence amended his motion to allocate travel expenses for the event from the Contingency 
fund.  Commissioner Long seconded the amendment and the motion carried unanimously.    

 
 
County Engineer Justin Hardee presented the following Resolution and Agreement for a 

Federal Aid Agreement on Lee Road 14 in District 5.  Mr. Hardee stated this is an 80/20 match 
totaling $431,735.69, with Lee County’s portion totaling $86,347.14.  Judge English questioned 
how many houses were being served.  Mr. Hardee stated the bridge is one of three remaining 
single-lane steel truss bridges in the county.  Mr. Hardee stated there are three to four property 
owners beyond the bridge.  Commissioner Lawrence questioned the number of houses.  Mr. 
Hardee stated there are one or two residences and a farm.  Further, Mr. Hardee indicated the 
bridge would be built offset, since there is no other outlet.  After more discussion, Commissioner 
Ham made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Harris to approve the Resolution and authorize 
Judge English to sign the necessary paperwork.  The motion carried unanimously.   

 
    RESOLUTION 
 
BE IT RESOLVED, by the County Commission of Lee County, Alabama, that the 

County enters into an agreement with the State of Alabama; acting by and through the Alabama 
Department of Transportation for:  
 
The construction of a 1@34’ span and a 2@40’ span precast bridge replacement on CR-14 over 
Choctafaula Creek.  BIN#000721.  Length – 0.021 miles 
Project#ACBRZ61138-ATRP(015); LCP#41-128-13; ATRIP#41-05-31 
 
which agreement is before this Commission, and that the agreement be executed in the name of 
the County, by the Chairman of the Commission for and on behalf and that it be attested by the 
County Clerk and the seal of the County affixed thereto. 
 
  BE IT FUTHER RESOLVED, that upon the completion of the execution of the 
agreement by all parties, that a copy of such agreement be kept of record by the County Clerk.   
 
Passed, adopted, and approved this 30th day of July 2018.   
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     AGREEMENT  
This agreement is made and entered into by and between the State of Alabama, (acting by and 
through the Alabama Department of Transportation), hereinafter referred to as the State; and Lee 
County (FEIN 63-6001601), hereinafter referred to as the County; in cooperation with the United 
States Department of Transportation, the Federal Highway Administration, hereinafter referred 
to as the FHWA:  
 
WITNESSETH 
 
WHEREAS, the State and the County desire to cooperate in the construction of a 1@34’ span 
and a 2@40’ span precast bridge replacement on CR-14 over Choctafaula Creek.   
BIN#000721.   Length – 0.021 miles 
Project#ACBRZ61138-ATRP(015); LCP#41-128-13; ATRIP#41-05-31 
 
NOW THEREFORE, the parties hereto, for, and in consideration of the premises stated herein 
do hereby mutually promise, stipulate, and agree as follows:  
(1) The County will acquire any additional right-of way, if needed, for the Project at no cost to 

the State or this Project.      
(2) The County or its representative, if applicable to the Project, agree to adjust and/or relocate 
all utilities on the Project without cost to the State or this Project. 
(3) The County or its representative, will provide the required surveys, complete the plans and 
perform all other preliminary engineering duties for the Project at no cost to the State or this 
Project.  The County will be responsible for submitting all required environmental documents to 
the State and obtaining approval prior to right-of-way acquisition or submittal of final plan 
assembly to the State.  The plans will be subject to the approval of the State and the Project will 
be constructed in accordance with the plans approved by the State and the terms of this 
agreement.  
(4) If necessary, the COUNTY will file an Alabama Department of Environmental Management 
(ADEM) National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Notice of Registration 
(NOR)(Code Chapter 335-6-12) for the PROJECT without cost  to the STATE or this 
PROJECT.  The COUNTY will be the permittee of record with ADEM for the permit.  The 
COUNTY and the contractor will be responsible for compliance with the permit and the STATE 
will have no obligation regarding the permit.  The COUNTY will furnish the STATE (Region) a 
copy of the permit prior to any work being performed by the contractor.   
(5) The COUNTY will furnish all construction engineering for the PROJECT with COUNTY 
forces or with a consultant selected and approved by the STATE as part of the PROJECT cost.  
The cost of construction engineering and inspection shall be included as part of the construction 
cost for the PROJECT and will be paid from funds provided herein.   
(6) The STATE will furnish the necessary inspection and testing of materials with STATE forces 
when needed as part of the PROJECT cost.  The cost of inspection and testing of materials shall 
be included as part of the construction cost for the PROJECT and will be paid from funds 
provided herein.   
(7) The COUNTY will comply with the Alabama Department of Transportation Standard 
Specifications for Highway Construction (latest edition) on the PROJECT and will ensure that 
alignment and grades on this PROJECT meet the standards of the Alabama Department of 
Transportation and the PROJECT will be constructed in accordance with the approved plans.   
(8) The PROJECT will be administered by the STATE and all cost will be financed, when 
eligible for Federal participation, on the basis of eighty (80) percent Federal ATRIP funds and 
twenty (20) percent COUNTY funds, unless otherwise noted below.  Any Federal aid non-
participating costs shall be borne by the COUNTY at one hundred (100) percent.   
(9) Funding for this agreement is subject to the availability of Federal ATRIP funds at the time 
of authorization.  The STATE will not be liable for Federal ATRIP funds in any amount.  It is 
understood that the amounts stated below are estimates only.  Any shortfall in funding or overrun 
in construction costs shall be borne by the COUNTY from Federal ATRIP funds, if available, 
from COUNTY Federal funds, if available, and from COUNTY funds.  In the event of an under-
run in construction costs, the amount of Federal ATRIP funds will be the amount stated below, 
or eighty (80) percent of eligible costs, whichever is less.  
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(10) The estimated cost of construction of this PROJECT will be provided from the funds 
outlined as follows:  

Federal ATRIP Funds    $345,388.55 
County Funds      $  86,347.14 

 Total (Including E & I)   $431,735.69 
(11) The STATE will be responsible for advertisement and receipt of bids, and the award of the 
contract.  Following the receipt of bids and prior to the award of the contract, the STATE will 
invoice the COUNTY for its prorata share of the estimated cost (if applicable) as reflected by the 
bid of the successful bidder plus E & I, and the COUNTY will pay this amount to the STATE no 
later than 30 days after the date bids are opened.  Payment must be received prior to award of the 
contract.  
(12) A final audit will be made of all PROJECT records after completion of the PROJECT and a 
copy will be furnished to the Alabama Department of Examiners of Public Accounts, in 
accordance with Act 1994, No. 94-414.  A final financial settlement will be made between the 
parties as reflected by the final audit and this agreement.   
(13) The COUNTY will submit reimbursement invoices for the work performed under the terms 
of this agreement to the STATE within six (6) months after the completion and acceptance of the 
PROJECT.  Any invoices submitted after this six (6) month period will not be eligible for 
payment.  
(14) Upon completion and acceptance of the work by the STATE, the COUNTY will assume full 
responsibility for maintenance of that part of the improvements which are not a part of the 
Alabama Highway Maintenance System.  Upon completion and acceptance of the work by the 
STATE, the COUNTY will maintain the PROJECT in satisfactory condition in accordance with 
the requirements of the Alabama Department of Transportation.   
(15) The COUNTY shall be responsible at all times for all of the work performed under this 
agreement and, as provided in Alabama Code § 11-93-2 (1975), the COUNTY shall protect, 
defend, indemnify, and hold harmless the State of Alabama, the Alabama Department of 
Transportation, its officials, officers, and employees, and their agents and/or assigns.   
(16) For all claims not subject to Alabama Code § 11-93-2 (1975), the COUNTY shall 
indemnify, and hold harmless the State of Alabama, the Alabama Department of Transportation, 
the officials, officers and employees, and their agents and/or assigns from and against any and all 
actions, damages, claims, loss, liabilities, attorney’s fees or expense whatsoever or any amount 
paid in compromise thereof arising out of, connected with, or related to the (1) work performed 
under this agreement, (2) the provision of any services or expenditure of funds required, 
authorized, or undertaken by the COUNTY pursuant to the terms of this agreement, or (3) 
misuse, misappropriation, misapplication or mis-expenditure of any source of funding, 
compensation or reimbursement by the COUNTY, its agents, servants, representatives, 
employees or assigns.   
(17) By entering into this agreement, the COUNTY is not an agent of the STATE, it officers, 
employees, agents, or assigns.  The COUNTY is an independent entity from the STATE and 
nothing in this agreement creates an agency relationship between the parties.  
(18) Each party will provide, without cost to the other, information available from its records that 
will facilitate the performance of the work. 
(19) Nothing will be construed under the terms of this agreement by the STATE or the 
COUNTY that will cause any conflict with Section 23-1-63, Code of Alabama (7/24th law).  
(20) The COUNTY will be obligated for the payment of damages occasioned to private property, 
public utilities or the general public, caused by the legal liability (in accordance with Alabama 
and/or Federal law) of the COUNTY, its agents, servants, employees or facilities.  
(21) Exhibits M and N are available at the Lee County Highway Department and hereby made a 
part of this agreement.   
(22) This agreement is made and expressly executed in the names of the parties hereto by their 
respective officers, officials or other persons who are authorized to execute it, and it is deemed 
by the parties to be an agreement or contract under seal.  
(23) By signing this contract, the contracting parties affirm, for the duration of the agreement, 
that they will not violate federal immigration law or knowingly employ, hire for employment, or 
continue to employ an unauthorized alien within the State of Alabama.  Furthermore, a 
contracting party found to be in violation of this provision shall be deemed in breach of the 
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agreement and shall be responsible for all damages resulting therefrom.   
(24) The terms of this agreement may be modified by supplemental agreement duly executed by 
the parties hereto.  
(25) This agreement may be terminated by either party upon the delivery of a thirty (30) day 
notice termination.  

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto cause this agreement to be executed by 
those officers, officials, and persons thereunto duly authorized, and the agreement is deemed to 
be dated and to be effective on the date stated hereinafter as the date of the approval of the 
Governor of Alabama.  
Exhibit M  
CERTIFICATION FOR FEDERAL-AID CONTRACTS: LOBBYING 
This certification is applicable to the instrument to which it is attached whether attached directly 
or indirectly with other attachments to such instrument. 
The prospective participant/recipient, by causing the signing of and the submission of this 
Federal contract, grant, loan, cooperative agreement, or other instrument as might be applicable 
under Section 1352, Title 31, U. S. Code, and the person signing same for and on behalf of the 
prospective participant/recipient each respectively certify that to the best of the knowledge and 
belief of the prospective participant or recipient and of the person signing for and on behalf of 
the prospective participant/recipient, that:   
(1) No Federal appropriated funds have been paid or will be paid, by or on behalf of the  
prospective participant/recipient or the person signing on behalf of the participant/recipient as 
mentioned above, to any person for influencing or attempting to influence an officer or employee 
of any Federal agency, a Member of Congress, an officer or employee of Congress, or an 
employee of a Member of Congress in connection with the awarding of any Federal contract, the 
making of any Federal grant, the making of any Federal loan, the entering into of any 
cooperative agreement, and the extension, continuation, renewal, amendment, or modification of 
any Federal contract, grant, loan, or cooperative agreement.  
(2) If any funds other than Federal appropriated funds have been paid or will be paid to any 
person for influencing or attempting to influence an officer or employee of any Federal agency, a 
Member of Congress, an officer or employee of Congress, or an employee of a Member of 
Congress, in connection with this Federal contract, grant, loan, or cooperative agreement, or 
other instrument as might be applicable under Section 1352, Title 31, U. S. Code, the prospective 
participant/recipient shall complete and submit Standard Form-LLL, “Disclosure Form to Report 
Lobbying,” in accordance with its instructions.  
This certification is a material representation of fact upon which reliance was placed when this 
transaction was made or entered into.  Submission of this certification is a prerequisite for 
making or entering into this transaction imposed by Section 1352, Title 31, U. S. Code.  Any 
person who fails to file the required certification shall be subject to a civil penalty of not less 
than $10,000 and not more than $100,000 for each such failure. 
The prospective participant/recipient also agrees by submitting this Federal contract, grant, loan, 
cooperative agreement, or other instrument as might be applicable under Section 1352, Title 31, 
U. S. Code, that the prospective participant/recipient shall require that the language of this 
certification be included in all lower tier subcontracts, which exceed $100,000 and that all sub-
recipients shall certify and disclose accordingly.   
EXHIBIT N 
FUNDS SHALL NOT BE CONSTITUTED AS A DEBT 
It is agreed that the terms and commitments contained herein shall not be constituted as a debt of 
the State of Alabama in violation of Article 11, Section 213 of the Constitution of Alabama, 
1901, as amended by Amendment Number 26.  It is further agreed that if any provision of this 
agreement shall contravene any statue or Constitutional provision of amendment, either now in 
effect or which may, during the course of this agreement, be enacted, then the conflicting 
provision in the agreement shall be deemed null and void.  
When considering settlement of controversies arising from or related to the work covered by this 
agreement, the parties may agree to use appropriate forms of non-binding alternative dispute 
resolution.   
TERMINATION DUE TO INSUFFICIENT FUNDS 
If the agreement term is to exceed more than one fiscal year, then said agreement is subject to 
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termination in the event that funds should not be appropriated for the continued payment of the 
agreement in subsequent fiscal years.   
In the event of proration of the fund from which payment under this agreement is to be made, 
agreement will be subject to termination.   
NO GOVERNMENT OBLIGATION TO THIRD PARTY CONTRACTORS:  
The STATE and CONSULTANT acknowledge and agree that, notwithstanding any concurrence 
by the Federal Government in or approval of the solicitation or award of the underlying contract, 
absent the express written consent by the Federal Government, the Federal Government is not a 
party to this contract and shall not be subject to any obligations of or liabilities to the STATE, 
CONSULTANT, or any other party (whether or not a party to that contract) pertaining to any 
matter resulting from the underlying contract.  
The CONSULTANT agrees to include the above clause in each subcontract financed in whole or 
in part with Federal assistance provided by FHWA.  It is further agreed that the clause shall not 
be modified, except to identify the subcontractor who will be subjected to its provisions.   
    

 
Mr. Rendleman stated the ACCA wants to commemorate their 90th Annual Convention 

has asked each county to select one worthy item to place in a time capsule.  Further, a 
representative to place that item in the capsule needs to be selected.   Commissioner Ham 
questioned if Mr. Rendleman would be in attendance, and Mr. Rendleman indicated he would be 
in attendance.  Commissioner Ham recommended Mr. Rendleman perform the honors.  After 
discussion, Commissioner Ham made a motion to appoint Mr. Rendleman as the Lee County 
representative, and to present an aerial photo of the Courthouse for the 90th-year county 
government time capsule at the convention in August.  The motion was seconded by 
Commissioner Long and carried unanimously.   

 
 
Mr. Rendleman suggested the following dates for FY2018-2019 Budget work sessions. 

The dates are:  August 13, August 27 and September 10 after the regularly scheduled meetings 
and tentatively September 11 and 12 at 5:00 PM in the Commission chambers, if needed.  Upon 
this recommendation, Commissioner Lawrence made a motion, seconded by Commissioner 
Long to approve the budget work sessions as presented.  The motion carried unanimously.  Judge 
English questioned if the Commission would like to hear from all outside agencies again this 
year.  Commissioner Lawrence suggested only from new agencies or any agency that requested 
an increase.  Mr. Rendleman stated all but two agencies requested an increase.  Mr. Rendleman 
stated he would send a list of the agency requests to the Commission for their review.  Judge 
English suggested giving Mr. Rendleman the discretion as to which agencies to schedule. 

 
 
Mr. Rendleman discussed the need to change the job title of litter bus driver to litter 

control technician since a commercial drivers’ license (CDL) is no longer required, now that a 
van is being utilized instead of a bus.  Further, since job requirements would change, the pay 
grade would drop from a Grade 10 to a Grade 9.   Commissioner Ham reminded everyone that it 
is not an easy job.  After more discussion, Commissioner Ham made a motion, seconded by 
Commissioner Lawrence to change the job title of litter bus driver to litter control technician at a 
Pay Grade 9.  The motion carried unanimously.   

 
 
Emergency Management Agency Director Kathy Carson gave an update on the recent 

tornado that touched down in Lee County.  Ms. Carson stated it was classified as an EF0 by the 
National Weather Service.  Ms. Carson stated little notice was given since it was a quick forming 
pop-up tornado, which rarely occur in July, with only two reported in Lee County since 1950.  
Ms. Carson stated that houses, several mobile homes and vehicles were damaged or destroyed by 
the tornado.    Additionally, downed trees and debris was visible across the county.  Ms. Carson 
stated the funnel cloud traveled approximately six miles from Opelika to Moore’s Mill in 
Auburn, with damage reported in Opelika, Beauregard and Salem.  Currently, no roadways are 
blocked and power has been restored to all customers capable of receiving it.  Ms. Carson wished 
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to thank GIS Coordinator Ken Busby for his help in GIS mapping the locations which assisted in 
surveying damage.   

Mr. Hardee stated the Highway Department had received several calls from citizens 
questioning if the county would be picking up debris from the recent storm, as has been done in 
the past.   After consideration, Commissioner Ham made a motion, seconded by Commissioner 
Lawrence authorizing the Lee County Highway Department to perform two roadside pick-ups, 
one to two weeks apart, along the county-maintained roads in the impacted areas.  The motion 
carried unanimously.     

 
 
Before adjourning, Commissioner Eckman questioned if the Lee County Animal Control 

Task Force could hold their meetings at the Lee County Meeting Center.   Since Commissioner 
Eckman is an ad hoc member it was decided she could request the use of the meeting center for 
the task force meetings without charge. 

 
  
Commissioner Lawrence made a motion at approximately 6:30 PM to adjourn.  The 

motion was seconded by Commissioner Long and carried unanimously.    
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The Lee County Commission convened in regular session at the Courthouse in Opelika, 
Alabama, Monday, August 13, 2018 at 5:00 p.m.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited, 
followed by an invocation by Commissioner Robert Ham.  

 
 The Chairman declared a quorum and officially opened the meeting with the following 
members recorded as being present: Judge Bill English, Chairman, and Commissioners Sheila 
Eckman, Johnny Lawrence, Gary Long, Robert Ham and John Andrew Harris.  Elected officials 
in attendance:  Sheriff Jay Jones.  News media in attendance:  Opelika Observer owner/reporter 
Michelle Key.    

 
 
Commissioner Harris addressed the Commission concerning the resignation of the 

Loachapoka representative from his Commission district on the Lee County Recreation Board.   
Further, Commissioner Harris stated he wanted to inform the people in his district that he will be 
a write-in candidate for his seat on the Commission. 

    
   
Copies of the items on the Consent Agenda sent to the Commissioners in their packets 

included:  two listings of claims, procurement card transactions from July and minutes of the 
July 30 meeting.  Additionally, first reading to reappoint Dianne Carlton and Richard Key, II to 
serve on the Lee County Youth Development Board was made.   Commissioner Long made a 
motion, seconded by Commissioner Ham to approve the consent agenda items as presented.   
The motion carried unanimously.   

 
 

Dr. Elizabeth Yorke provided an update on the recently formed Animal Control task 
force and included the names of the six members:  Dr. Elizabeth Yorke, Dr. Kelley Steury, Stacy 
Domingo, Karlene Turkington, Bobbi Yo and Liza Mueller.   Dr. Yorke stated they have named 
the task force the Lee County Animal Control Citizen’s Advisory Panel.   First, Dr. Yorke 
addressed a flyer included in the Commissioners packets on a Target Zero program.  Dr. Yorke 
asked the Commission to consider applying for a free assessment.  Dr. Yorke explained that the 
assessment can be either on-line or on-site and will provide suggestions for improving outcomes 
and a target zero plan to decrease euthanasia rates.   Dr. Yoke stated several cities participate in 
the program, including:   1) City of Huntsville; 2) City of Columbus, Georgia; and 3) PAWS 
Humane, Columbus, GA.   Second, Dr. Yorke stated the members of the advisory panel are 
excited to hear about the central website by Commissioner Ham and questioned the targeted 
release date.   Third, Dr. Yorke requested that yearly basic outcome data be posted on the Animal 
Control website for annual intakes and live release rate.  Last, Dr. Yorke requested quarterly 
detailed reports on intake/outcome data be provided by the animal control department to the 
Citizen’s Advisory Panel and to the Commission for monitoring progress and to track the success 
of new initiatives.   After Dr. Yorke’s presentation, Commissioner Eckman made a motion to 
request a free assessment from Target Zero upon the recommendation of the Animal Control 
Citizen’s Advisory Panel.   The motion died for the lack of a second.  After more discussion, 
Commissioner Lawrence indicated he needs time to look at the information provided, and he 
asked each Commissioner to look at it before the next meeting for discussion.    Commissioner 
Eckman further stated improvement is needed, given our euthanasia rates, and she feels this 
would be a way to get help in the area.          

 
 
Terri Lamb of Lee Road 79 appeared before the Commission asking for assistance in a 

matter concerning access to her property.   Mrs. Lamb stated that the adjoining property owner is 
not allowing access to her property for a timber company to remove the timber on her property.  
Mrs. Lamb stated according to her neighbor, Mr. Cook, the county vacated the road and the road 
has reverted to him.   Mr. Cook told the timber company they could not improve the road 
whatsoever because it is his property.  Mrs. Lamb questioned if the Commission could render 
something to Mr. Cook since she received no notice stating the county vacated the road.  Judge 
English stated the county does not own the road, but only provided maintenance to that portion 
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using prescriptive right-of-way, and the last time was well over 30 years ago.   Mr. Rob Young 
reminded the Commission they were in attendance about this same road about eight years ago.  
Judge English reminded Mrs. Lamb that she opposed to opening the road at that time.   Mr. 
Young stated she is not here to have the county maintain the road, she is only asking that the 
timber company be granted permission to improve the road to get the timber out.    Mr. Young 
stated he does not want to see the road closed, since he wants the same access in about seven 
years when he plans to clear-cut his land.  Mr. Young stated he knows the road was accessed by 
prescriptive right-of-way in wagon days, but questioned Judge English if the Commission had 
abandoned or vacated the road.  Judge English stated that if the county still maintained it, then 
the process to vacate would be necessary.  Judge English addressed County Engineer Justin 
Hardee about the status of the road.  Mr. Hardee stated according to his sources, several former 
employees and including the former highway superintendent, all said it has been more than 30 
years since the county maintained the road.   Mr. Young again questioned if the county had 
abandoned the road.  Commissioner Lawrence stated it was never officially voted on by the 
Commission.  Mr. Hardee stated at the time maintenance was stopped, the Commission was 
under a district system, and the decisions were made by each Commissioner, not the body.    
Commissioner Harris stated he had talked to Mr. Young and the Commission could do 
something, but it must come from the Commissioner in that district, Commissioner Eckman.    
Mr. Young stated the power line goes straight through the property in question, and he pays a 
power bill each month, and understands the power company has an easement.  Mr. Young stated 
Mr. Cook has stated he is going to gate the road since it is on his property.  Mr. Young stated that 
would be an inconvenience to him and about five other property owners.  Commissioner 
Lawrence stated that Mr. Cook is not in attendance and he would like to discuss the matter with 
all parties present.  Judge English gave a “Bill English personal opinion” and stated Mr. Cook 
cannot gate the portion that is maintained by the county and stated if he gates the portion that is 
not maintained by the county, then it becomes a civil matter and the parties would have to take 
him to court.  Mr. Young stated that if the property is gated, then Mrs. Lamb cannot get her 
timber out and they cannot make it passable for log trucks.  Judge English questioned Mr. 
Hardee if they would be able to fix the ruts in that portion of the road.  Mr. Hardee indicated that 
it goes to a legal question, but law states they can improve, make and have full use of their asset 
and not be restricted.  Mr. Hardee stated they would have rights to cut limbs to have full access 
along the prescriptive right of way to their property.  Mr. Hardee stated it would be better for 
County Attorney Stan Martin to answer the question.    Next, Glenn Lamb, son of Mrs. Lamb, 
stated he wants access to his family property and wants to restore the cabin for his future family 
to enjoy.  Judge English stated this was not the subject of discussion.  Commissioner Eckman 
questioned Mr. Martin whether they could be denied access and use of their property.  Mr. 
Martin reiterated what Mr. Lawrence stated that a factual determination must be made on 
whether it is a public road or not.  If it is determined to be public road, then the next question is if 
the county maintains it.   Mr. Martin stated this is the first he has heard about this agenda item, 
and it sounds like a private matter, but as stated, they cannot be land-locked.  Mr. Young 
questioned if the road has been vacated.  Mr. Martin stated facts suggest the road has been 
vacated, but it is the Commission’s call.    Mr. Young questioned vacation of the road, since 
according to Code §23-4-20, “ensure convenience and egress and ingress”.   Mr. Martin stated 
from time to time the county will vacate a road according to statute.  After more discussion, 
Commissioner Ham questioned Mr. Hardee how much it would cost to maintain the road to the 
Lamb property.  Mr. Hardee stated he would look at it and bring back an estimate on the cost.  
Commissioner Eckman stated that the logging company should improve the road for their own 
convenience, not the county.  Mrs. Lamb stated the logging company is willing to improve the 
road from Mr. Cook’s property to the Lamb property, but Mr. Cook will not let the logging 
company make the necessary improvements.  Judge English once again stated it sounds like a 
civil matter.  Mr. Young disagreed and stated it is a public road.  Judge English stated he is not 
addressing the vacation of the road, but addressing Mr. Cook, since he cannot stop access to your 
land.  Mr. Young thanked the Commission for their time.    

 
 
Mr. Hardee asked the Commission to authorize Judge English to execute an agreement 

with Volkert, Inc. to provide engineering and inspection (C.E. & I) services for the full-depth  
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reclamation and resurfacing of Lee Road 11 from Lee Road 39 to Alabama Highway 51.  The 
cost of these professional services is covered under the Federal Aid Agreement for this project.  
Mr. Hardee explained that due to deadlines utilizing Volkert is necessary for the progress of the 
project.  Further, Mr. Hardee stated ALDOT and Mr. Martin have reviewed the agreement and 
are satisfied.   Mr. Hardee stated the contractor has not begun work on the project at this time.  
After discussion, Commissioner Lawrence made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Harris to 
authorize Judge English to execute the agreement with Volkert, Inc. to provide engineering and 
inspection services on the Lee Road 11 project.   The motion carried unanimously.   

 
         
Next, Mr. Hardee presented the preliminary plat for Deerfield Oaks Subdivision.  Mr. 

Hardee stated the plat has been reviewed and meets the minimum requirements of the Lee 
County Subdivision and Land Development Regulations.  The adjacent property owners were 
notified of the development by letters on August 1, 2018.  Commissioner Harris made a motion, 
seconded by Commissioner Ham to approve the preliminary plat for Deerfield Oaks Subdivision 
for discussion.  Commissioner Lawrence questioned the size of the lots, since the smallest lot is 
.42 acres, and if they are on a septic system.  Mr. Hardee stated they were on a septic system and 
questioned Assistant Engineer Patrick Harvell of the minimum lot size requirement.  Mr. Harvell 
stated it requires 1/3 of an acre to be on a septic system.   After discussion, vote was taken, and 
the motion carried unanimously.   

  
 
Next, Mr. Hardee presented The Villages at Beauregard Subdivision for county 

maintenance.  Mr. Hardee explained that the construction plans were approved under the 
subdivision regulations in place prior to the current regulations adopted in April 2008.  
Construction of the subdivision roads were completed in late 2009.  In April 2011 the developer, 
Mike Rutherford, had the final layer of asphalt placed on all the roads in the subdivision.  This 
completed all the requirements of the regulations governing the development, except the owner 
had not recorded the final plat to subdivide the parcel of land.  Therefore, the Highway 
Department was unable to recommend acceptance of the roads in the subdivision at that time.  
While working to update the current Highway Reference Guide, it was discovered that the 
developer did come back and have the final plat recorded in June 2011.  Therefore, the Highway 
Department recommends that the Commission accept the roads in The Villages at Beauregard for 
permanent maintenance by Lee County.   Commissioner Harris made a motion, seconded by 
Commissioner Ham to accept the roads for maintenance in The Villages at Beauregard.   The 
motion carried unanimously.    

 
 
Last, Mr. Hardee presented the FY2017-2018 Highway Reference Guide for Commission 

review.  Mr. Hardee stated changes were noted in the front of the guide.  Mr. Hardee mentioned 
that the dirt road section was replaced with the bridge inventory.  Mr. Hardee indicated there is a 
section for the remaining dirt roads and whether they are county maintained or not.   
Commissioner Harris asked that the dirt roads not be removed from the guide, because he stated 
if you take it out, when money becomes available, hopefully dirt roads will be addressed.  Mr. 
Hardee stated no action is necessary tonight, but he would ask each Commissioner to review the 
guide and to consider adopting at the meeting on August 27.   

 
 
Human Resource Director Erica Norris presented a job re-classification for a Traffic 

Control Technician.  Ms. Norris explained that due to an internal promotion, the position of 
Traffic Control Technician became vacant.  The vacancy provided an opportunity to review the 
job description and to determine how it could more accurately reflect the knowledge, skills and 
ability of the position.  Ms. Norris further indicated since there were changes to major duties, 
knowledge, minimum qualifications, and work environment of the position, the pay grade will 
adjust from a Grade 12 to a Grade 13.  Upon this explanation, Commissioner Lawrence made a 
motion, seconded by Commissioner Eckman to approve the submitted changes for the Traffic 
Control Technician and set the pay grade at a Grade 13.  The motion carried unanimously.   
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  Commissioner Lawrence opened the floor to those that attended the trip to Washington, 
DC.  Commissioner Ham stated Kelly Ann Conway gave a briefing on what President Trump is 
thinking as far as working on the Opioid Crisis.   Commissioner Ham stated Attorney General 
Jeff Sessions addressed the Opioid Crisis too.  Commissioner Ham stated he felt the trip was a 
success since he was able to speak directly with a representative who in turn stated he would 
look into the question addressed by him.  Commissioner Ham questioned the reason it cost the 
county more per mile to use federal resurfacing dollars than for the county to perform the work 
themselves with local funds.  Commissioner Ham stated he assured him he would discuss the 
issue and get back to him.  Commissioner Long stated Tuesday night they provided a briefing on 
what would be taking place the next two days.  Commissioner Long stated representatives from 
Alabama and Louisiana were invited, with approximately 20 people from Louisiana and about 70 
from Alabama.  Commissioner Long stated it was a great opportunity and stated they heard from 
those that actually work in Washington.  Commissioner Lawrence stated there was open dialog 
and he now has names along with phone numbers, so he can call them directly on issues as they 
come along.  Commissioner Harris thanked the Commissioners who were able to participate.  
Commissioner Harris stated his concerns were the environment and availability of health 
insurance since Obama Care is gone.  Last, Commissioner Harris stated he is concerned over the 
hate crimes between blacks and whites, he stated we must all love one another.   

 
 
EMA Director Kathy Carson announced the implementation of the LeeCo Alerts System.  

Ms. Carson stated this is the public phase of a three-phase public assistance program.  Ms. 
Carson stated the sign-up process is easy and a person can share as much or as little as they wish 
when signing up for the alerts.   Commissioner Eckman indicated she had signed up for the 
LeeCo Alerts System.    Ms. Carson encouraged everyone to sign up for the service.   

  
  
Commissioner Lawrence made a motion at approximately 6:30 PM to adjourn into a 

budget work session.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Eckman and carried 
unanimously.    
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The Lee County Commission convened in regular adjourned session at the Courthouse in 
Opelika, Alabama, Monday, August 27, 2018 at 5:00 p.m.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited, 
followed by an invocation by Commissioner John Andrew Harris.  

 
 The Chairman declared a quorum and officially opened the meeting with the following 
members recorded as being present: Judge Bill English, Chairman, and Commissioners Sheila 
Eckman, Johnny Lawrence, Gary Long, Robert Ham and John Andrew Harris.  Elected officials 
in attendance: Sheriff Jay Jones.  News media in attendance:  Opelika Observer owner/reporter 
Michelle Key.    

 
Commissioner Ham announced a resignation and commended Mr. McCollough for his 

service on the Beulah Utilities Board.    
 
Commissioner Harris commented that he would like to add an item to the next agenda 

concerning purchasing land in Loachapoka for recreation.   
    
Brian McGee, a candidate for Alabama House of Representatives District 38, stated he 

was in attendance to watch and listen to the Commission meeting.   
 
   
Copies of the items on the Consent Agenda sent to the Commissioners in their packets 

included:  two listings of claims and minutes of the August 13 meeting.  Additionally, 
announcement was made for a vacancy on both the Lee County Recreation Board (D5) and on 
the Beulah Utilities Board.  Commissioner Lawrence made a motion, seconded by Commissioner 
Eckman to approve the consent agenda items as presented.   The motion carried unanimously.   

 
 

Commissioner Lawrence made a motion to approve the following Resolution to reappoint 
Richard Key, II and Dianne Carlton to the Lee County Youth Development Board.  The motion 
was seconded by Commissioner Long and carried unanimously.  

 
BE IT RESOLVED, the Lee County Commission hereby reappoints Richard Key, II and 

Dianne Carlton to the Lee County Youth Development Board to serve four-year terms from 
September 30, 2018 until September 30, 2022.   

 
 
Terri Lamb of Lee Road 79 appeared before the Commission again asking clarification 

on the matter concerning access to her property and whether the county has abandoned the road.  
Mrs. Lamb explained that after the last meeting a letter from LMJ Land Management, owned by 
Mr. Cook, was left on a piece of equipment owned by the timber company she has hired which 
stated no improvements were to be made on the road to remove the timber.  Mrs. Lamb said the 
letter further stated the timber company does not have authority to access the “trail” and further 
stated the company could access the property from Lee Road 78.  Mrs. Lamb questioned if Lee 
Road 79 had been vacated by the county for non-public use for more than 20 years.  Mrs. Lamb 
stated her family has been using the road since 1972 and Mr. Rob Young stated he had been 
using the road since the 1990’s.  Mrs. Lamb questioned if the county has not vacated the road 
then what her rights are concerning the use of the road since she and Mr. Young still use it.   
Mrs. Lamb further stated she can’t access her land unless some type of maintenance is done to 
the road.  Mr. Young stated he has a map from 1971 which shows it as a road.  Mr. Hardee stated 
the Alabama Department of Transportation has been distributing county maps since the 1930’s 
and over time that road has been taken off the map.  Commissioner Eckman stated she had 
driven the road over the weekend and stated it was pretty rough.  Commissioner Eckman further 
questioned if determination had been made on whether it is a county road or not and questioned 
if County Attorney Stan Martin could look into the matter.  Commissioner Ham questioned 
County Engineer Justin Hardee on the issue.  Mr. Hardee once again stated, according to the 
foreman and the motor grader operator for over 30 plus years, they have never bladed the road 
beyond the current point where county maintenance terminates.  Mr. Hardee further stated the 
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former Highway Superintendent, at that time, stated the road was maintained from Lee Road 188 
to where it is now.  Commissioner Ham questioned if it is a public road or not.  Judge English 
described the three classes of roads, which are:  1) public roads which are county maintained, 
some of which have a deeded right of way, and some of which have a prescriptive right of way; 
2) public roads which are not county maintained; and 3) private roads.  Mr. Hardee stated he 
shared all the information he obtained with Mr. Martin.  Commissioner Harris indicated he 
understood Mr. Martin to say that it is the Commission’s job to determine if the road has been 
vacated or not and would need to determine whether it is a public or private road.  Commissioner 
Harris stated the Commission needs to make that determination.  Commissioner Harris indicated 
he sees the facts and can take a vote tonight on the matter.  Commissioner Eckman stated she 
feels a legal answer is needed.  Commissioner Ham stated the Commission needs to look at all 
the facts and ask Mr. Martin to look at it first.  Attorney Rick Davidson, representing Mr. Cook, 
stated Lee County had abandoned the access and further agrees the issue is between the 
landowners.  Mr. Davidson stated he and his client believe it is a private road.   In addition, Mr. 
Davidson requested access to the maps, resolutions or any other information the county has 
concerning Lee Road 79.  Last, Mr. Davidson thanked the Commission for recognizing Mr. 
Cook tonight.   Mr. Young addressed the Attorney General’s Opinion again and stated that 8 out 
of 10 questions Judge English asked were identical to this situation.   Judge English stated the 
AG’s Opinion concerned Hardin-Dairy Road, which had a very different fact situation, and 
stated there was not an existing road in that instance.  Judge English further stated that the 
questions presented to the Attorney General were specific to that particular road.  Mr. Young 
questioned if the County had vacated Lee Road 79.  Judge English stated the county provided 
maintenance to that portion using prescriptive right-of-way, and the last time was well over 30 
years ago.  Commissioner Ham stated that is an important piece of the puzzle since Mr. Young 
and Mrs. Lamb still have use of the road.  Judge English explained the use of a public road by 
prescription.  Mr. Hardee stated he believed it is all by prescriptive right-of-way.  Judge English 
asked the Commission to authorize Mr. Martin to research it.  Mr. Martin stated he is not aware 
of a statutory vacation on this road.  Mr. Martin stated he feels the matter is a private dispute 
between neighbors who could get together and work it out since he feels there are competing 
facts on the issue.   Judge English questioned Mr. Hardee of the number of roads in Lee County 
that were maintained by the county and are no longer maintained.  Mr. Hardee stated he has no 
idea, but maybe somewhere between 25-100.  Mr. Young once again addressed the Attorney 
General’s Opinion obtained by Judge English and stated the verbiage is identical after reading 
through it numerous times.  Mr. Young stated they could go to court over it, but he does not wish 
to spend the money on it.  Mr. Davidson replied that Mr. Cook’s intention was never to deny 
access to adjacent landowners, he only wants to gate the access.  Judge English indicated the 
adjacent landowners could make improvements on the prescriptive right-of-way.  Mr. Davidson 
stated they could not create a roadway that does not exist.  Mr. Davidson asked the Commission 
to look at all the facts before voting on the matter.  Mrs. Lamb stated she has affidavits from 
people who use the roadway and further questioned if she could improve the public right-of-way 
to get to her property.  Judge English asked Mr. Martin for the “cheat sheet” for determining if a 
road is public or private.  Mr. Martin proceeded to give copies to Mr. Hardee for distribution.  
Last, Judge English asked Mr. Hardee to provide the Commission with a list of consequences for 
maintaining the road and a list of consequences for not maintaining the road, as well as other 
roads in Lee County.          

 
  
Dr. Kelley Steury stated she is working with Dr. Yorke in an advisory capacity for animal 

control advisory panel.  Dr. Steury questioned the progress of the website and of any decision on 
the Target Zero program.    Commissioner Ham addressed the website and stated all three 
entities had agreed to contract together to provide a central website for lost animals.  
Commissioner Ham stated currently he is looking at companies to build a website and to 
maintain it.  Commissioner Ham stated that once all this is worked out, all would benefit from 
the service for minimal cost.  Dr. Steury questioned if someone would maintain the website and 
if Animal Control would upload the pictures of animals they pick-up.    Commissioner Ham 
answered in the affirmative.  Dr. Steury stated they are concerned with the outcomes of the 
animals, increasing live outcomes and visibility for adoptability and for the animals not to be put 
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to sleep unnecessarily.  Dr. Steury presented information on the Target Zero program stating it is 
a free, no cost, confidential, and non-binding process.  Commissioner Eckman indicated she 
would like to see Lee County participate in the Target Zero program and see Lee County be a 
leader in the State on decreasing the euthanasia rates of animals.  Commissioner Eckman made a 
motion to agree with taking the Target Zero assessment at no cost to the county.  The motion was 
seconded by Commissioner Lawrence for discussion.  Commissioner Lawrence questioned Mr. 
Hardee if he and Environmental Services Director John McDonald had looked at the assessment 
materials.  Mr. Hardee stated he had asked his staff to look into it.  Mr. Hardee indicated he does 
not know what the assessment will entail and the paperwork that may be requested.  Mr. Hardee 
indicated at the current time, one officer has been out, and the work has been shouldered by one 
employee.  Mr. Hardee indicated a third officer has been requested in the upcoming budget and 
would suggest the Commission hold off until an additional officer is on board, because of the 
short staffing at this time.  Mr. Hardee further indicated he would work with whatever the 
Commission decides.  Mr. Hardee also indicated the staff was looking at the things the advisory 
panel has brought forward and reminded the Commission of the implementation of the spay and 
neuter program which seems to be working.  Commissioner Lawrence thanked Dr. Steury and 
the advisory panel for bringing new ideas to the Commission and stated he is not in favor of 
adding something else on top of current projects.  Commissioner Eckman stated she had ridden 
with an animal control officer this week and stated they have a tough job.  Commissioner 
Eckman questioned if the animal control officers would have to feed the website.  Commissioner 
Ham stated they would have to upload the pictures of the animals they pick-up, but they would 
not be maintaining the website.  Commissioner Ham further stated that he needs help, since he is 
passionate about it, but no one wants to help once an idea is presented.  Commissioner Eckman 
interjected and stated she has not been asked to help with the website.  Commissioner Ham also 
stated he needs help with the spay and neuter program.  Commissioner Long stated he has a 
person working on a website for him and he would be happy to ask if he could produce a website 
for the animal control too.  Commissioner Eckman then questioned if they agree improvements 
are needed.  Commissioner Ham answered in the affirmative.   Commissioner Eckman agreed 
she would talk with the City of Huntsville about the Zero Tolerance program to see what is 
involved.  Commissioner Ham thanked them for their help.  Commissioner Harris stated he was 
supportive of the actions and would ask to involve the cities of Opelika and Auburn in the 
process.  After this discussion, Commissioner Lawrence withdrew his second, and Commissioner 
Eckman withdrew her motion. 

   
 
Mr. Hardee presented the FY2017-2018 Highway Maintenance Guide to the Commission 

for consideration.  Commissioner Harris once again questioned the dirt road program and stated 
they need to be considered.  Judge English stated they were included in the guide.  
Commissioner Harris stated they were not under a separate tab like in the past.  Mr. Hardee 
stated the dirt roads are included but the historic information is no longer.  Mr. Hardee 
questioned if the Commission would like to include the section back in the book, since he did not 
have a consensus of the body.  Commissioner Harris indicated it did not meet his needs and 
stated it must be fair.   Judge English indicated the guide included the number of dirt roads in 
each district.  Commissioner Harris did not want to get rid of the history of the dirt roads.  
Commissioner Harris made a motion to include the Dirt Road Paving Program in the Highway 
Maintenance Guide presented by Mr. Hardee.  The motion died for lack of a second.  After more 
discussion, Commissioner Long made a motion to approve the FY2017-2018 Highway 
Maintenance Guide presented by Mr. Hardee.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner 
Lawrence and passed on a vote of 2-1 with Commissioners Eckman and Lawrence voting “Yes”, 
and Commissioner Harris voting “No”.  Commissioners Long and Ham did not vote on the 
motion.  The Chairman declared the motion passed by a majority of the members present and 
voting.   

 
 
Sheriff Jones asked that the item concerning the retail beer license application be moved 

to the next meeting.    
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Mr. Hardee presented an Access Management Policy Variance request by Mr. James 
Newsome, the property owner, on Lee Road 158.  Mr. Hardee explained the property owner is 
requesting a variance to section 4(a) of the Lee County Subdivision and Land Development 
Regulations.  Specifically, Mr. Newsome has requested a variance to the required spacing of 
access points located on a collector route.  As required in Section 8-1, the County Engineer shall 
review the variance application and the circumstances and make a recommendation in writing to 
the Commission at a regularly scheduled meeting.  Mr. Hardee presented pictures of the situation 
involving the spacing of driveways along the road.  Mr. Hardee stated the variance would be the 
4th driveway within 300 ft. of roadway.  Commissioner Lawrence questioned the speed limit on 
the road.  Mr. Hardee indicated it is posted at 45 mph, but the average speed is 58 mph from the 
traffic study performed.  Mr. Hardee further indicated there is a vertical and horizontal curve 
with a 360 ft. stopping sight distance.  Real Estate Agent John Torbert spoke about the undue 
burden on his client and indicated the buyer would pull-out of the deal if he could not put a 
driveway at the requested location.  Commissioner Eckman indicated the safety regulation.  Mr. 
Torbert stated it would be one house located on 11 acres.  Mr. Hardee stated it serves as an 
access and thoroughfare and indicated the traffic count is 900 vehicles per day at both locations.  
Commissioner Ham said the solution would be to put an extension pipe on the driveway to the 
left at a minimum cost with crush n run, since the Commission must think about the safety of the 
traveling public.  Mr. Wayne Sikes stated the vision is not as good from the driveway on the left 
as it would be from the proposed driveway, which is the original driveway.  Mr. Hardee stated he 
cannot recommend that the Commission allow the access to the original driveway.  Mr. Hardee 
recommended the use of the existing driveway due to the sight distance and the traffic count.  
Mr. Sykes discussed the possibility of approval if My Yancey were to agree to vacate one of the 
unused driveways, since he has two on his land.  Further, Mr. Sykes stated in 1996 former 
Engineer Neal Hall had approved the driveway.  Mr. Hardee indicated it now falls under the 
revised Access Management Policy.  Commissioner Ham stated he and Mr. Hardee would look 
at it again.  Commissioner Ham suggested asking the neighbor if he would abandon the driveway 
so the new one could be utilized.  The item was carried to the next agenda.   

 
 
County Administrator Roger Rendleman presented the bid results for the Smiths Station 

Plaza and Ballfield Project.  Mr. Rendleman stated that sealed bids were received on August 1, 
2018.  Mr. Rendleman stated five companies had attended the mandatory pre-bid meeting, but 
only two submitted bids, they are:  Ben B. Gordy Construction for $1,824,000, and Hosey-
Lancour Construction for $1,865,919.  The bids came in higher than estimated, but there is only 
a 2.8% difference; so, it appears they are good bids.  Additionally, the bid includes two deducts 
for a playground for $150,000 and $42,500 for batting cages.  Commissioner Lawrence 
questioned the local preference rule.  Mr. Rendleman explained since this bid falls under the 
Public Works Law which differs from the Alabama Bid law and the law states it would revert to 
whatever the other State has, which would be Georgia.  Mr. Rendleman stated the two 
Recreation Board members from Smiths Station have agreed to cover the price of the alternate 
deducts from the Smiths Station allocation of recreation funds, so they will be included in the bid 
award.  Mr. Rendleman recommend the Commission award the contract to the lowest responsive 
bid of Ben B Gordy Construction for $1,824,000.00.  Upon Mr. Rendleman’s recommendation, 
Commissioner Long made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Ham to award the contract to 
Ben B Gordy Construction, Columbus, Georgia for $1,824,000.00, for discussion. Mr. 
Rendleman stated the project will be included in the anticipated bond issue in a couple of months 
and would be paid with funds from the local sales tax for recreation purposes.  Commissioner 
Harris stated he supports recreation, but he has a problem with how the Commission does 
business.  Commissioner Harris questioned Mr. Rendleman about a $5 million bond issue for 
recreation.   Commissioner Harris stated that Loachapoka has been left out once again.   Upon 
more discussion, Commissioner Lawrence called for the question, seconded by Commissioner 
Eckman, to end discussion and vote on the underlying motion.  The call for the question passed 
on a vote of 4-1 with Commissioner Harris voting “No.”  Judge English then read the underlying 
motion and upon vote being taken, the motion passed unanimously. 
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Next, Mr. Rendleman presented the bid results for the HVAC at the Detention Center.  
Mr. Rendleman stated bids were received on August 14, 2018.  Mr. Rendleman stated there were 
three potential bidders, but only two presented bids.  Mr. Rendleman stated the bids were within 
1.9% of each other.  The two bids received were from:  Associated Mechanical for $1,267,000 
(320 days); and Bradley Plumbing and Heating for $1,291,000 (365 days).  Commissioner 
Eckman questioned why it takes so long.  Mr. Rendleman stated it is specially designed, made, 
and constructed and was told it takes eight weeks alone to construct the unit.  Mr. Rendleman 
stated he believes it is a good bid with good numbers, even though he would have preferred it 
closer to a million.  Mr. Rendleman stated this phase must be addressed now since repairs are too 
costly.  Commissioner Lawrence commented that after 20 years, the parts are probably no longer 
made.  Mr. Rendleman stated reserves will be utilized for half the funding, and due to the long 
manufacturing time, the ability to draw from other areas to minimize the use of the reserves is 
anticipated.  Mr. Rendleman explained that once this is completed, the center section (the 
courtrooms) of the original Justice Center will be the only area remaining where the HVAC 
system needs to be repaired.  Mr. Rendleman requested the Commission award the bid to the 
lowest bid of $1,267,000 from Associated Mechanical of Montgomery, Alabama.  Upon this 
recommendation, Commissioner Lawrence made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Long to 
award the bid to Associated Mechanical for $1,267,000.  The motion carried unanimously.      

 
  
Commissioner Long made a motion at approximately 6:55 PM to adjourn into a budget 

work session.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Eckman and carried unanimously.    
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The Lee County Commission convened in regular session at the Courthouse in Opelika, 
Alabama, Monday, September 10, 2018 at 5:00 p.m.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited, 
followed by an invocation by Commissioner Lawrence.  

 
 The Chairman declared a quorum and officially opened the meeting with the following 
members recorded as being present: Judge Bill English, Chairman, and Commissioners Sheila 
Eckman, Johnny Lawrence, Robert Ham and John Andrew Harris.  Absent:  Commissioner Gary 
Long.  Elected officials in attendance: Sheriff Jay Jones.  News media in attendance:  Opelika 
Observer owner/reporter Michelle Key and Opelika news reporter Keith Huffman.    

 
During citizens’ communications, Brian McGee spoke about the discussion at the last 

meeting of a proposed website of lost animals.  Mr. McGee stated after talking with citizens in 
the neighboring county, he would suggest including Macon County.  Commissioner Ham stated 
that Chambers and Russell are close neighbors and will likely be included.  Additionally, 
Commissioner Ham stated both of those counties have indicated they would like to initiate a 
Spay and Neuter program like the one implemented by Lee County.   

 
Mr. Wayne Womack questioned the movement for a “No Kill” shelter in Lee County and 

asked the Commission to consider a “chain-free” county for those animals that are chained-up 24 
hours a day.   

 
Commissioner Ham introduced two guests with him tonight, one being his wife 

Elizabeth, who attends most meetings, and his other visitor, his sister Martha Ham from Leeds, 
Utah.  Commissioner Ham sincerely apologized to the other Commissioners for his comments at 
the last meeting during the Target Zero discussion.  Commissioner Eckman accepted 
Commissioner Ham’s apology.   

 
John Sophocleus thanked the Commission for allowing him to speak and asked for the 

Commission to help him address a fellow citizens’ complaint about the Beauregard Water 
Authority.  Mr. Sophocleus stated that citizens’ complaint concerns their water bill which has 
spiked approximately $40 or more.  When the citizen questioned a board member, the citizen 
was told they must have a water leak.  Mr. Sophocleus stated he felt Commission involvement 
could resolve the matter.   

 
Last, Commissioner Harris invited anyone with children to go to the Alabama Council on 

Human Relations, as free food will be given away on October 6.    Commissioner Harris asked 
those in attendance to spread the message through their churches.     

    
   
County Administrator Roger Rendleman presented Human Resource Director Erica 

Norris a plaque for completing the ACCA County Administrators certification program. Mr. 
Rendleman congratulated Ms. Norris on her achievement.  Mr. Rendleman further stated he 
teaches one of the courses and is excited when one of our own attends the classes to improve 
their knowledge of county government.   

 
 
Copies of the items on the Consent Agenda sent to the Commissioners in their packets 

included:  two listings of claims, procurement card transactions from August and minutes of the 
August 27 meeting.  Commissioner Ham made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Harris to 
approve the consent agenda items as presented.   The motion carried unanimously.   

 
 
Commissioner Ham presented a proposed collection site policy for Commission review.  

Commissioner Ham presented the following Collection Site Policy:   
1. No commercial trash, no franchise vendors, no door to door vendors-residential use only.  
2.  Fencing around each site.  
3.  Walk-through gate at certain sites.  
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4.  Electronic gates remotely controlled to open and close sites, as needed.  
5.  Limited hours of operation posted at each site-set by County Engineer Justin Hardee and       

Environmental Services Director John McDonald  
6.  Signs should be simply worded.  
7.  Cameras at each site to record and monitored by Lee County Sheriff’s Office (LCSO).  
8.  LCSO will have a data base of citizens that have paid the garbage fee.  
9.  Citizens must pay County garbage fee to use collection sites.  
10. Enforcement will be handled be LCSO.  
11. Vacation homeowners and renters allowed to use collection sites with proof to LCSO  

that the garbage fee has been paid by property owner.  
12. Yard debris: Can only be put in sites with limb bunkers.  
13. A fine of up to $1,500 for violations.  
14. Citizens are asked to take appliances to 801 Williams Ave, Opelika.  

If not able to, the appliances can be deposited at the collection sites next to the dumpsters.  
15. Dishwashers and furniture are allowed in dumpsters.  
16. Mattresses and box springs are allowed in dumpsters.  
17. Options for trash disposal if not paying the collection fee: 

A) Waste Management Landfill in Salem, AL  
B)  Private contractor  
C) Advanced Disposal collection site in Opelika, AL  
 
Commissioner Ham stated he was not asking for approval tonight, only asking for input 

from the other Commissioners.  Commissioner Lawrence questioned if the listing of items 1-17 
are in priority order.  Commissioner Ham indicated they were just numbers.  Additionally, 
Commissioner Lawrence questioned Environmental Services Director John McDonald on 
whether he has a priority of the items listed.  Mr. McDonald indicated, as far as he is concerned, 
he has no priority on the items.  Last, Commissioner Lawrence stated he would suggest that 
advance notices be mailed to citizens before any changes are implemented at the disposal sites.  
Commissioner Ham questioned Mr. McDonald if notification letters had been mailed to the 
commercial users, since they are the first customer who will be affected.  Mr. McDonald 
answered in the affirmative.  Commissioner Ham stated that the use of the dumpsters by 
commercial users had gotten out of hand and provided pictures of commercial users dumping at 
various sites in the county.   No action was taken by the Commission.   

 
    
Commissioner Eckman gave an update on her findings after speaking to several 

representatives from the City of Huntsville about the Target Zero assessment.  Commissioner 
Eckman reported the individuals stated they only spent a few days, and a few dinner meetings, 
with representatives from the Target Zero group.  Afterwards, the Target Zero group suggested 
improvements for the City of Huntsville program; some improvements had been implemented, 
and some are planned for future implementation.   Also, the Target Zero group discussed some 
staff training and emphasized the need to work with other entities.  Commissioner Eckman 
reported they felt the overall experience was positive and would recommend the assessment.   
Further, Commissioner Eckman looked at their website and indicated they have a map showing 
the location where animals were picked-up within the past 24 hours, which looked impressive.   
Commissioner Eckman questioned Commissioner Ham on the status of the website. 
Commissioner Ham responded that he and others were looking at possible options.  Further, he 
stated discussions with Commissioner Long, indicated they may look at Facebook as a more 
flexible option.  Commissioner Lawrence questioned if the City of Huntsville had stated which 
programs had the most success from the assessment, so perhaps, Lee County could implement 
those programs, then ask for an assessment by the Target Zero group.  Commissioner Eckman 
recommended making those inquiries after the assessment is done, since Lee County’s 
assessment may be totally different from Huntsville’s assessment. Commissioner Lawrence 
further suggested implementing one or two things at a time.  Commissioner Ham agreed with 
Commissioner Lawrence.  Commissioner Ham discussed the success of the Spay and Neuter 
program, and indicated publicity needs to be done to promote it.  Commissioner Eckman stated 
the task force is willing to help to spread the word about the program.   Commissioner Ham 
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stated the comment by Brian McGhee was a good point to include Russell and Chambers 
counties on the website.  Commissioner Eckman questioned if Macon County should also be 
included.  Judge English stated he believes Macon County’s shelter is in Notasulga.  No action 
was taken by the Commission.     

 
 
There were around 10 people in attendance on the Lee Road 79 issue, they included:  

Terri Lamb, Jason Lazenby (representing Rob Young), Nathan Evans, Eddie Webb (representing 
the Webb Family), Helen Harris, Stetson Phillips, Andrew Bell, Michael Sanders and Ronald 
Martin.  Commissioner Eckman stated a report from County Attorney Stan Martin had been 
received, but she had not had time to look at it.  Mr. Martin stated the report indicated that the 
Commission can make a factual determination of whether the road is public road or not, and 
once that determination is made, it would be up to the Commission to decide whether to accept it 
for maintenance.  County Engineer Justin Hardee stated the Commission had asked the Highway 
Department to provide factual information on the road, and Mr. Hardee stated the information he 
has is limited.  Mr. Hardee reiterated the information he provided at the last meeting is all that is 
available (from present and past Highway Department employees).  Further, Mr. Hardee 
indicated the ALDOT map and the information from employees, past and present, of the 
highway department, state the portion of the roadway in question has not been worked by the 
highway department in over 30 years.  Commissioner Lawrence questioned Mr. Hardee on how 
ALDOT places the roads on the county map.  Mr. Hardee indicated that State personnel ride the 
roads and try to establish for public reference by riding the public roads, and if they are able to 
access the road, they document, log the road and add it to the county map; the roads on the state 
map are not provided by the Lee County Highway Department, nor are they all maintained by 
the county.   Commissioner Harris stated the county attorney had indicated it is up to the 
Commission to make a determination on whether the road is public or private.  Commissioner 
Lawrence questioned the timeframe when Mr. Tasso Webb came before the Commission.  Judge 
English responded it was in 2011.  Commissioner Lawrence stated, at that time, the Commission 
conditionally agreed to accept the road for maintenance if the developer would bring the road up 
to county standards, which was never done.   Commissioner Lawrence stated he felt the road was 
public during those discussions.   Mr. Hardee stated in June 2011, an additional 0.6 miles of 
roadway was to be improved by others, and if brought up to county standards with a 60-ft. right-
of-way, then the county may accept it for maintenance, but the conditions were not met.  
Commissioner Harris questioned if it went beyond Mrs. Lamb’s property.  Mrs. Lamb stated as 
far as she knows, the road has been in existence since the 1800’s.  Mrs. Lamb stated the reason 
she approached the Commission was to access her property, since Mr. Cook would not let Mr. 
McIntyre, the timber man, improve the road to get the timber equipment to her land. Mrs. Lamb 
stated she only wants resolution on whether the road is public or not, she only wants use of the 
road to access her property.  Commissioner Lawrence questioned Mr. Martin about Mr. 
Davidson, representing Mr. Cook.  Mr. Martin stated he had written a letter for documentation 
purposes to Mr. Davidson.  Further Mr. Davidson, representing Mr. Cook, believes the road has 
been abandoned from non-use for over 30 years.  Commissioner Eckman questioned if it was a 
public road.  Mr. Martin indicated that if it is a public road, he would advise not to accept it, and 
if the Commission accepts it, they must make the road safe for the traveling public.  Judge 
English stated Mr. Martin’s research indicates roads can be: 1) county maintained public roads 
with deeded right-of-way; 2) county maintained public roads with prescriptive right-of-way; 3) 
public roads that are not county maintained; or 4) private roads that are not public in nature.   
Commissioner Harris stated if the county determines it is a public road, then Mr. Cook cannot 
erect a fence.   Judge English indicated that would put the Commission into the private dispute.  
Mr. Hardee indicated that it could be a public road, even if it is not county maintained.    Judge 
English questioned Mr. Hardee how much it would cost to bring the 6/10 of a mile up to county 
standards.  Mr. Hardee indicated in 2011 the estimate was approximately $75,000.  
Commissioner Lawrence then questioned if the Commission states it is a public road, and 
improved it as indicated in 2011, to county standards, it would be up to the Commission.  Mr. 
Hardee stated his personal and professional opinion is that the county does not need to take on 
anymore roads without a 60 ft. right-of-way, since, not only are water and power located on the 
rights-of-way, now it includes communication equipment, and other lines as well.   
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Commissioner Lawrence again questioned if the Commission can reaffirm it is a public road.  
Commissioner Eckman stated she feels there is nothing the Commission has to do if it is a public 
road.  Commissioner Eckman made a motion to start maintenance where the county currently 
ends the maintenance at the gate at Young’s Plant Farm and extend the maintenance to Bird 
Creek.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Harris for discussion.   Commissioner 
Lawrence indicated the stakes, placed in 2011, were probably no longer there.  Mr. Hardee 
indicated they were not and questioned the Commission on the portion where the county 
currently ends maintenance to the centerline of Bird Creek. Judge English stated no and 
indicated the eastern edge of Bird Creek.  Mr. Hardee indicated the east side of Bird Creek.  Mr. 
Hardee further stated to nail it down as specific as possible, he would measure down the 
centerline of road as it exists today.  Judge English asked Mr. Hardee to give them the 
prescriptive width too, to determine what was deemed public and how wide.  Mr. Hardee stated 
normal intervals are at 50 ft. or 100 ft. intervals and take cross-sections.  Further, Mr. Hardee 
indicated it measuring the prescriptive width would take a lot more work and it may not be ready 
by the next meeting.  Judge English questioned if he can get it from the prescriptive right-of-
way.  Mr. Hardee stated they would gladly do it.  Mr. Webb questioned the back side of Lee 
Road 79, where it has been gated 2-3 years, after the owner cut timber on his land.  
Commissioner Harris stated he had a similar situation in District 5, where Mr. Hardee removed a 
gate.  Mr. Hardee stated that was a different situation, since the road Commission Harris is 
referring to was county maintained, whereas the portion in question tonight is not county 
maintained.    Commissioner Lawrence asked Mr. Hardee to contact Mr. Cook before working 
on his property.  Mr. Hardee stated they would talk to the property owner prior to working on it.  
Mrs. Lamb spoke up and stated she would gladly accept the prescriptive right-of-way. After 
more discussion, Commissioner Eckman withdrew her motion, and Commissioner Harris agreed 
to withdraw his second.  Commissioner Lawrence asked Mr. Hardee to calculate the cost from 
the centerline of the prescriptive right-of-way.  Mr. Hardee indicated he would.  Judge English 
addressed those in attendance and stated that even if the Commission indicates it is a public road 
from here to here, that it will not preclude someone from going to court on the matter.  Mrs. 
Lamb stated she only wants assurance from the Commission that it is a public road, so she can 
access her property, have the ability to fix a pothole and/or access to cut a tree if it falls on the 
roadway.  Judge English once again stated the county offers no defense in the matter.         

 
   
At the last Commission meeting, Mr. Hardee made a presentation on a variance request 

on Lee Road 158.  Mr. Hardee once again stated he cannot recommend the Commission grant the 
variance request due to the limited sight distance.  Further, Mr. Hardee stated he could not 
recommend a fourth driveway within a 300 ft. distance.  Upon this recommendation, 
Commissioner Ham made a motion to deny the Access Management Policy variance request on 
Lee Road 158.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Lawrence and carried unanimously.  

 
    
Sheriff Jay Jones presented the findings on a retail beer/retail wine license for Papis 

Music Mix and Mingle located off Highway 280E in District 4.   Sheriff Jones presented a view 
of the location from a drone flown over the area.  Sheriff Jones stated after a canvas of the area, a 
majority of nearby landowners opposed the application, a few had no objection, and a few had no 
opinion.  After discussion, Commissioner Ham stated he would not approve the application.  
Sheriff Jones indicated the applicant could appeal the decision before the ABC Board.   
Commissioner Eckman questioned if the applicant lived at the location.  Sheriff Jones indicated 
the applicant lives in Cataula, Georgia.   Commissioner Ham stated there is not a clear cross-over 
onto Highway 280E at that location.  Judge English stated the Commission could cite traffic 
safety concerns.  No action was taken by the Commission.   

 
 
Commissioner Harris discussed the purchase of land for Loachapoka recreation and 

indicated that everyone he talked with were in support of it.  Commissioner Harris recognized 
Judy Lockhart of Loachapoka.  Ms. Lockhart questioned the two properties that were presented 
to the Commission and questioned what has to be done to approve a purchase.  Ms. Lockhart 
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questioned why, if Loachapoka recreation has the funds to purchase land, can’t it be utilized to 
purchase a property for recreation purposes.   Ms. Lockhart further indicated that recreation is 
needed for the youth and the elderly in the area.   Sixteen people were in attendance in support of 
Loachapoka recreation.  Last, Ms. Lockhart stated the people in Loachapoka want more than just 
a walking trail, they want a place the community can enjoy, and questioned where they go from 
here.  Commissioner Eckman stated the proposed property was looked at, but it was very 
expensive.  Ms. Lockhart questioned if anyone had tried to negotiate on the proposed property.  
Commissioner Harris reported the cost for each property that had been purchased for Smiths 
Station, Beauregard and Beulah.  Ms. Lockhart stated she and Ms. Geri Young were instrumental 
in getting the ½ cent sales tax passed in Loachapoka and further indicated that she had not seen it 
used for recreation in the last 4-5 years.   Commissioner Eckman stated one problem is the lack 
of consistent representation in Loachapoka on the Recreation Board.  Commissioner Eckman 
further stated that if all the money is spent on land, then there will be no funds to put into 
anything else, like ballfields.    Ms. Geri Young interjected and stated that the Loachapoka area 
will support recreation for the youth, once it is established.  Ms. Young stated she and others are 
concerned since they have identified possible locations, but nothing has been purchased.  Ms. 
Young further stated they want a park, something that everyone can enjoy.  County 
Administrator Roger Rendleman interjected and stated that the sales tax failed three times before 
adding funding for school safety to the mix.  The sales tax passed once the proceeds were split 
50/50 between recreation and school resource officers.  Mr. Rendleman stated approximately 
$2.7 million had been generated in four years, which is not much when approximately $30 
million is needed for recreation projects, plus ongoing costs.  Mr. Rendleman assured them that 
Loachapoka is not being overlooked, but it takes time.        

 
 
Commissioner Ham presented the following Resolution passed by the Beulah Utilities 

Board to request an increase in compensation for the Board of Directors and the Chairman.  
Commissioner Ham indicated they were requesting an increase from $125/month to $200/month 
for board members and an increase from $175/month to $400/month for the Chairman.  
Additionally, compensation of $25.00 be paid to a Director for service on each committee.        
   

WHEREAS, the Board of Directors of the Beulah Utilities District have considered the 
issue of the compensation paid to Directors and determined that it is in the best interest of the 
District of the compensation paid to Directors to increase; and 

WHEREAS, the Board of Directors has determined that it is in the best interest of the 
District that the compensation paid to Directors should be increased to $200.00; and  

WHEREAS, the Board of Directors has determined that it is in the best interest of the 
District that the compensation paid to the Chairman should be increased to $400.00; and 

WHEREAS, the Board of Directors has determined it is in the best interest of the District 
that the compensation paid to a Director for serving on a committee be set at $25.00 for each 
committee served on; and  

WHEREAS, pursuant to Alabama Code §11-89-6 and the Articles of Incorporation of 
the District, the County Commission of Lee County, Alabama has the authority to prescribe the 
compensation paid to Directors.   

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Directors of the Beulah 
Utilities District that the Chairman, and other Board officers as necessary, are hereby authorized 
to petition the County Commission of Lee County, Alabama to prescribe for the compensation of 
the Directors of the District in such amounts as are set forth herein. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Board Chairman, and 
other Board officers as necessary, are hereby authorized to take all necessary steps and to sign 
and enter into all such contracts and documents as may be reasonably necessary to carry out the 
purpose of this Resolution.   

ADOPTED AND APPROVED by the Board of Directors of the Beulah Utilities 
District, this the 21st day of August 2018.  

Commissioner Ham made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Lawrence to approve the 
increase in compensation for the Chairman and Board Members of the Beulah Utilities District.   
The motion carried unanimously. 
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Sheriff Jones presented the bid results for inmate phone services.  Sheriff Jones stated it 
had been a long process since bids were received in April.  Sheriff Jones reported that five bids 
were received, with one vendor withdrawing their bid after the April deadline.   Sheriff Jones 
recommended the Commission accept the bid from NCIC Inmate Communications.  
Commissioner Eckman questioned whether the system is the one that prisoners use to call out.  
Sheriff Jones answered in the affirmative and said for other uses also.  Further, Sheriff Jones 
stated the commissions on service are returned to the General Fund.  Upon the Sheriff’s 
recommendation, Commissioner Lawrence made a motion to accept the bid from NCIC Inmate 
Communications of Longview, Texas.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Ham and 
carried unanimously.     

 
 
Next, Sheriff Jones asked the Commission to grant a variance on compensation above the 

level allowed at the discretion of the appointing authority.  Sheriff Jones explained that the 
Sheriff’s Office is in the process of offering employment to certain applicants who have 
experience, knowledge of the position and qualifications which significantly exceed the 
standards required for the positions.  Sheriff Jones indicated the current policy allows up to a 
Step E, but he is requesting authority up to a Step G.  Further, Sheriff Jones stated his budget 
could accommodate the increased compensation.   Upon the Sheriff’s explanation, 
Commissioner Eckman made a motion to grant the variance request on compensation for 
employment at a Step G.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Lawrence and carried 
unanimously.   

 
    
Mr. Hardee presented an Access Management Policy variance request on Lee Road 10.  

Mr. Hardee stated Bailey-Harris Construction Company, Inc., the developer of a proposed 
distribution center on Lee Road 10, requested the Commission grant a variance to the Lee County 
Access Management Policy.   Mr. Hardee stated the owner is requesting a variance to section 
4(a).  Specifically, the request is a variance on the required spacing of access points located on a 
collector route.  As required in Section 8-1, of the Lee County Subdivision and Land 
Development Regulations, the County Engineer shall review the variance application and the 
circumstances and make a recommendation in writing to the Commission at the regularly 
scheduled meeting.  Mr. Hardee stated the Highway Department looked at the access point and 
according to the Access Management Policy would not provide the necessary sight distance of 
360 ft.  and would need to restrict access.  After talking with the City of Auburn, they stated the 
access was not restricted since it was hard to enforce it on Lee Road 10.  Mr. Hardee stated he 
would recommended to grant the variance request based on sight distance at this location.  
Commissioner Eckman questioned if it was mostly truck traffic.  Mr. Hardee replied in the 
affirmative, since it is a distribution type facility.  Judge English questioned if it was mainly 
truck traffic going to and from the interstate and onto Lee Road 9, whether it was in the city 
limits.   Mr. Hardee replied Lee Roads 9 and 10 are in the county.   After discussion, 
Commissioner Harris made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Lawrence to grant the variance 
request on Lee Road 10.  The motion carried unanimously.   

 
     
Judge English backtracked to the agenda item concerning the retail beer/wine license 

application for Papis Music Mix and Mingle.  Judge English stated if no action is taken, then the 
ABC Board would presume that the Commission’s review was favorable.  Upon discussion, 
Commissioner Ham made a motion to recommend against the granting of the application due to 
safety concerns and the number of objections received from surrounding landowners by the 
Sheriff’s Office survey.   The motion was seconded by Commissioner Lawrence and carried 
unanimously.   

 
BE IT RESOLVED, the Lee County Commission does not approve the retail beer/retail 

wine license application presented by Papis Music Mix and Mingle located at 6818 Highway 
280E, Opelika, Alabama.    
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Emergency Management Director Kathy Carson presented a storm shelter grant proposal 
for a safe room at the Smiths Station Senior Center.  Ms. Carson explained this proposal would 
replace the proposed project on Highway 14, since that location did not meet FEMA 
requirements.  The placement of a community safe room at the Smiths Station Sports Complex 
will serve the surrounding population as well as provide a safe location for children and adults 
utilizing the sports facility in the event of an unexpected weather emergency.  Further, Ms. 
Carson stated this was a top location in the study provided by Dr. Chaney.    Ms. Carson stated 
the projected total cost of the project is $69,096 with FEMA’s share (75%) of $51,822 and local 
match (25%) of $17,274.  Further, Ms. Carson stated in-kind match, services provided by the Lee 
County Highway Department, of $12,911.23, leaves a cash match by the county of $4,362.77.  
Ms. Carson stated upon Commission approval, competitive bids will be solicited once the grant 
application is accepted by FEMA.  Upon this recommendation, Commissioner Lawrence made a 
motion, seconded by Commissioner Ham to approve the grant proposal for a community safe 
room at the Smiths Station Senior Center.   The motion carried unanimously.     

 
 
Governmental Relations/Safety Coordinator Wendy Swann presented the ACCA’s Safety 

Incentive Discount Program verification form for Commission approval.  Mrs. Swann explained 
that all necessary requirements to qualify for SIDP discount have been met for the current year.  
Additionally, Mrs. Swann stated the Safety Committee meets on a regular basis and addresses 
items including departmental safety concerns, trainings, quarterly review of accidents/losses and 
discusses findings from the yearly walkthrough review by Meadowbrook.  Mrs. Swann requested 
the Commission authorize the Chairman to sign the verification form as presented.  
Commissioner Eckman made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Lawrence to authorize the 
Chairman to sign the necessary for the ACCA’s Safety Incentive verification form for the current 
year.   The motion carried unanimously.   

 
 
Last, Mrs. Swann presented a funding request for the upcoming employee health and 

benefits fair to be held, Wednesday, October 17 at the Lee County Meeting Center.   Mrs. Swann 
requested up to $1,200 out of the contingent fund for food, decoration, and supplies, as well as 
cover the cost of any potential overtime incurred by the committee members.  Commissioner 
Lawrence made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Ham to approve the request as presented.  
The motion carried unanimously.    Judge English questioned the request for the same amount 
from year to year.  Mrs. Swann indicated it was the same due to the potential of paying overtime 
to committee members.  Mrs. Swann stated all leftover items are kept and utilized year after 
year. 

   
 
Commissioner Lawrence made a motion at approximately 7:30 PM to adjourn into a 

budget work session.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Eckman and carried 
unanimously.    
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The Lee County Commission convened in regular session at the Courthouse in Opelika, 
Alabama, Monday, September 24, 2018 at 5:00 p.m.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited, 
followed by an invocation by Judge Bill English, Chairman.  

 
 The Chairman declared a quorum and officially opened the meeting with the following 
members recorded as being present: Judge Bill English, Chairman, and Commissioners Sheila 
Eckman, Johnny Lawrence, Gary Long, Robert Ham and John Andrew Harris.  Elected officials 
in attendance: Sheriff Jay Jones.  News media in attendance:  Opelika Observer owner/reporter 
Michelle Key.    

 
During citizens’ communications, Commissioner Harris stated that he had received 

several calls from Loachapoka, Beulah and other parts of the county regarding recreation.   
 
County Administrator Roger Rendleman presented Commission Office employee Belinda 

Smith with a plaque for completing the ACCA County Administrators certification program. He 
stated that any time an employee takes the time to attend classes it’s an accomplishment; he also 
commended Mrs. Smith’s work with the procurement card program. 

 
Sheriff Jay Jones noted that today was the ninth anniversary of Deputy James Anderson’s 

death in the line of duty. He stated that his thoughts and prayers with Deputy Anderson’s family 
and noted that James’ son graduated from the police academy last month and is now with the 
Russell County Sheriff’s Office. 

 
 
Justus Armstrong made a presentation developed by the Youth Infrastructure Coalition 

regarding the Interstate-14 project. Mr. Armstrong is the Alabama representative and vice 
president of the organization.  The project, which begins in West Texas and would extend to 
Augusta, Ga., and would provide an east-west interstate connector to areas that lack it. Mr. 
Armstrong called the project “ports to forts” and noted the route would follow US 280 and I-85 
in Lee County and provide economic development opportunities to rural areas. Commissioner 
Ham asked what ALDOT’s opinion was of the project and Mr. Armstrong stated that they had 
not gotten back with him regarding a meeting. Commissioner Lawrence asked why the change 
from the original plan which had utilized US 80 but would require more infrastructure and 
resources; Mr. Armstrong stated there were several ways the route could cut through the state but 
that the current iteration was the cheapest and would utilize existing infrastructure. Judge English 
asked what improvements might be needed on the Lee County connecting roads between 
Opelika and Smiths Station that access US 280 and Mr. Armstrong said he wasn’t sure of the 
exact number that would need improvement. Mr. Armstrong had asked the Commission to pass a 
resolution in support of the project. Judge English stated there would need to be some changes 
made to the wording of the resolution and requested a Word version be emailed to him. 

 
 
Copies of the items on the Consent Agenda sent to the Commissioners in their packets 

included:  two listings of claims, procurement card transactions from August, minutes of the 
September 10 meeting and first readings for vacancies on the Lee County Recreation Board from 
District 5 and the Beulah Utilities Board.  Commissioner Ham made a motion, seconded by 
Commissioner Harris to approve the consent agenda items as presented.  The motion passed on a 
vote of 4-0 with Commissioner Long abstaining.   

 
   
Commissioner Eckman gave an update on Huntsville’s Animal Control website and 

presented the Commission with a packet of screenshots from the site. She stated the website had 
links for other services, pets lost, adoptions, volume, etc. The site has been in existence for 10 
years and is now under the control of their Animal Control department with a limited number of 
people with access to posting.  She said when she spoke to the department they stated that 
Facebook had been a very big help, and that without the Facebook page they would have killed 
several more animals. She also said the biggest bang for their buck from the Target Zero 
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evaluation were the changes made for cats in their trap/neuter/release program. Commissioner 
Lawrence asked how much Huntsville was spending on the site and she replied that it is included 
in their IT department budget. Commissioner Ham said that in his discussions with others, all 
said the Facebook page would be the way to go.  Commissioner Long stated that Rick Sheehan 
had offered to create a Facebook page or website for free and that he had also stated that from a 
design perspective taking pictures and posting them on a website would take editing, but with 
Facebook it has built in editing making it much easier. Commissioner Eckman asked if there was 
a way to look at using existing Facebook pages to allow for Lee County animals to be posted. 
Karen Gaston, an administrator for the Opelika-Auburn Lost and Found Pets Facebook page, 
said she would be willing to add pictures to their page and expose those animals to other groups. 
She said the only info needed would be a photo, the day picked up and where it was taken. 
Commissioner Ham asked if there was a way to share information regarding the spay/neuter 
program and Ms. Gaston said she could post and share it periodically as there wasn’t a 
permanent place to put it. 

 
 
Mrs. Terri Lamb requested an update regarding the declaration of Lee Road 79 as a 

public road and if a right-of-way had been established by County Engineer Justin Hardee. Mr. 
Hardee asked for clarification regarding the where the Commission would like the road 
declaration to be extended to – if it stops before the eastern side of Bird Creek and not cross any 
water or go to Bird Creek and cross the first branch. Commissioner Eckman stated it would stop 
at the first branch of the creek before the water. Judge English questioned that if the road is not 
going to be county maintained what is being asked.  Commissioner Eckman stated that it was her 
understanding the road is public but would not be county-maintained. Ms. Lamb asked if it had 
been determined where the public road was and what the right-of-way would be off the road. 
Commissioner Lawrence asked how to determine the centerline and prescriptive right-of-way. 
Mr. Hardee stated that he would need a licensed surveyor to identify the centerline and get a 
legal description but it all depended on what the Commission wanted. Ms. Lamb stated again 
that she would like to try to establish where the road will be so repairs can be made to allow for 
access to her property and not have problems in the future. Commissioner Lawrence said that if 
we define the centerline now, over time that could change as trees grew etc.; a legal description 
is needed but who would pay for it. Mr. Rob Young asked what would be needed to allow for 
county maintenance to extend across Mr. Cook’s property. After much discussion, 
Commissioner Eckman made a motion to reaffirm Lee Road 79 as a public road. The motion was 
seconded by Commissioner Harris and carried unanimously. Commissioner Eckman also asked 
Mr. Hardee to provide an estimate for how much it would cost to extend maintenance of the road 
going through Mr. Cook’s property using prescriptive right of way, including how much longer 
the road would be.  

 
Mr. Eddie Webb came before the Commission requesting assistance on gaining access 

from Lee Road 70 to his property on the western end of Lee Road 79. He stated he is unable to 
access his property from that side because of a gate placed on the roadway by the current 
property owner, Weyerhaeuser. Commissioner Eckman asked if Weyerhaeuser has been asked to 
remove the gate. Judge English also asked how long Mr. Webb has been unable to access the 
property to which Mr. Webb replied two years. Mr. Hardee stated he would contact 
Weyerhaeuser and put them in contact with Mr. Webb. 

 
 
Judge English recognized Assistant County Engineer Patrick Harvill on the recent birth 

of his first child, son Noah James Harvill.  Mother and baby were reported doing fine, and he’s 
still not sleeping all night.  
 

 
  Commissioner Lawrence stated ACCA legislative meetings were beginning in October 
and made a request to approve travel for Commissioners for those meetings and any other ACCA 
meetings that will be held throughout the year. He made a motion to approve the travel request 
which was seconded by Commission Ham. The motion carried unanimously. 
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Commissioner Eckman presented a request from the Forest Ecology Preserve to have the 
Highway Department straighten out and clean up their parking area as has been done in the past. 
Mr. Hardee stated the work would only require two men and could be completed in half a day. 
The motion to approve the work was made by Commissioner Eckman and seconded by 
Commissioner Lawrence.  The motion carried unanimously.  

 
 
Sheriff Jones stated that it is the intention of the Sheriff’s Office to apply for an Edward 

Byrne Memorial Justice Assistance Grant (“JAG” grant) and that because the amount was more 
than $10,000 this year, it had to come before the Commission. He said the total grant request 
would be $12,815 and would be used to purchase equipment for the Sheriff’s Office.  The 
motion to approve the grant application was made by Commissioner Ham and seconded by 
Commissioner Lawrence. The motion carried unanimously.  

 
 
Mr. Hardee presented the results for Bid #3 for gasoline and diesel fuel. He stated that 

five bids had been received and based on the evaluation by the Highway Department it was 
recommended to split the bid between two vendors. The Commission is requested to award the 
bid for regular unleaded gasoline to Petroleum Traders Corporation and the bid for low sulfur 
diesel to W. H. Thomas Oil Company. The motion to approve was made by Commission 
Lawrence and seconded by Commissioner Harris. The motion carried unanimously. 

 
 
Mr. Hardee also requested bid extensions for three items. Current bid laws allow for 

awarded bids to be extended for up to two additional years, so this would be the last time the 
County could extend these bids. The bids are for Maintenance Stone by Vulcan Materials 
Company; Plant Cold Mix by Chris Clark Grading and Paving, Inc. and Ready-Mix Concrete by 
Argos USA, LLC. The motion to approve the extensions was made by Commissioner Ham and 
seconded by Commissioner Harris. The motion carried unanimously. 

 
 
Mr. Rendleman presented the renewal resolution for the ACCA Worker’s Compensation 

Self-Insurers Fund for a three-year period. He stated participation in the fund had long been a 
benefit to the county and requested approval. 

 
WHEREAS, Lee County is a member of the Association of County Commissions of 

Alabama Worker’s Compensation Self-Insurers Fund, Inc. (“the Fund’) on Oct. 1, 2018; and 
WHEREAS, the County’s participation in the Fund has been a significant benefit to the 

County since becoming a member; and  
WHEREAS, the representation and service provided by the fund continues to be in the 

best interest of the Lee County and its officials and employees; and 
WHEREAS, the Fund is providing a 2021 Longevity Bonus to those county participants 

who remain active members of the Fund through at least Sept 30, 2021; and  
WHEREAS, Lee County would benefit by voluntarily agreeing to extend its contracted 

annual participation in the Fund for a three-year period concluding on Sept 30, 2021, at which 
time the provisions of the existing contract between Lee County and the Fund will remain in 
force unless altered as provided herein.   

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Lee County Commission that it 
renews its participation in the Fund through Sept. 30, 2021, and hereby directs its Chair to 
immediately provide a copy of this resolution to the Fund. 

AND, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, by the Lee County Commission that, should it 
voluntarily withdraw from the Fund prior to Sept. 30, 2021, that it agrees to return the 2021 
Longevity Bonus provided by the Fund, plus five (5) percent annual interest.  

ADOPTED, this the 24th day of September 2018.  
Commissioner Ham made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Eckman, to approve the 

resolution. The motion carried unanimously. 
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 Mr. Rendleman then presented the proposed budget to the Commission for approval. He 
stated the amounts are a result of the discussion following the last work session. He stated the 
overall operations budget for this fiscal year was $41,613,420 compared to last year’s 
$39,760,924. He stated the proposed budget include a slight increase in health insurance, but the 
single coverage portion would remain at 100%. The budget also included a cost of living 
adjustment of 2.74% as well as a range adjustment of 1.76% for a total increase of 4.5%. He 
stated the increase would allow certain departments particularly Highway and Sheriff’s Office to 
be able to recruit and maintain employees. The appropriation amounts remained as agreed upon 
at the last work session and some funding was able to be allocated to partially fulfill some 
departments capital improvement requests. He respectfully requested the Commission to adopt 
the budget for the Fiscal Year 2018-2019 as presented. The motion was to adopt was made by 
Commissioner Harris, seconded by Commissioner Eckman and carried unanimously. 

 FY 2018-2019 County 
Commission Budget 

 
Commission Funds 

 
 
Carryover** 

 
 
Revenues 

 
 
Expenditures 

Operating 
Transfers 

In / (Out) 

 
Increase/ 

(Decrease) 

 
General Fund 

 
2,498,669 

 
33,578,549 

 
29,989,514 

 
(6,087,704) 

 
0 

 
Gasoline Tax Fund 

 
725,000 

 
2,232,000 

 
5,860,085 

 
2,903,085 

 
0 

RRR Gasoline Tax Fund 215,000 2,943,047 3,320,730 162,683 0 

 
Reappraisal Fund 

 
584,600 

 
885,445 

 
1,470,045 

  
0 

Capital Improvement Fund  550,000 550,000  0 

Judicial Facilities Fund  420,000  (420,000) 0 

Capital Projects Fund   850,000 850,000 0 

Operational 4,023,269 40,609,041 42,040,374 (2,591,936) 0 

Debt Service      

2004 Debt Service - Jail Expansion 723,260 1,300,850 577,590 0 

2010 Debt Service - Bridge Program  677,995 677,995 0 

2013 Debt Service - Justice Center Expansion  657,165 657,165 0 

2019 Debt Service - Recreation & Facilities  679,186 679,186 0 
                 _________________________________________________________________________   

Total County Commission Funds: 4,023,269 41,332,301 45,355,570 0       0 
 

** = Funds available above restricted, reserved and designated fund balances for one-time expenditures like capital equipment or projects 
 
 Mr. Rendleman next asked the commission to amend the County’s Play Plan by a 4.5% 
increase effective Oct. 13, 2018. That motion was made by Commissioner Lawrence and 
seconded by Commissioner Harris. The motion carried unanimously. 
 He then asked the Commission to authorize the Chairman to execute funding agreements 
with outside agencies for the amount listed on the Service Contracts and Appropriation listing. 
The motion to approve was made by Commissioner Lawrence and seconded by Commissioner 
Eckman. The motion carried unanimously.  
 

Contract Agencies: 
Lee-Russell Council of Governments             $167,328 
EAMC Emergency Medical Services             $319,476 

      Total Contract Agencies :          $486,804  
 

  Appropriation Agencies: 
Dept. Human Resources (Local)          $4,725 
Lee County Health Department              $118,168 
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East Alabama Mental Health          $64,050 
Airport Terminal Project                         $100,000 
Auburn University Airport FAA projects $30,000 
Lee County Alternative Sentencing Board $40,000 
Judicial Volunteer Program            $12,000 
Alabama Cooperative Extension             $106,542 

  Soil & Water Conservation         $2,572 
Lee County Firefighters Association         $4,000 
Valley Haven School          $7,144 
Horseshoe Bend Library                           $23,592 
East Ala. Services for the Elderly       $9,526 
Domestic Violence Intervention Center         $4,500 
Child Advocacy Center of East Alabama    $13,500 
American Red Cross - Lee Co Chapter    $11,973 
Community Market           $2,650 
Auburn Daycare Association          $5,557 
Museum of East Alabama          $6,650 
Lee County Historical Society          $9,410 
Jean Dean RIF Kiwanis           $1,588 
Family Enrichment Center of Loachapoka           $31,500 
The Salvation Army of Lee County                $2,500  
       Total Appropriation Agencies: $612,147 
 

  TOTAL OUTSIDE APPROPRIATIONS       $1,098,951 
 
 
 Mr. Rendleman then stated that because there were no merit increases, that the 
Commission grant additional annual leave days as has been done in the past based on annual 
evaluation. The basis would be: employee must obtain at a minimum “Meets Standards” for One 
Annual Day; “Exceeds Standards” for Two Annual Days; and “Consistently Exceeds Standards: 
for Three Annual Days.  The motion to approve was made by Commissioner Long and seconded 
by Commissioner Ham. The motion carried unanimously.  

 
 
Commissioner Lawrence made a motion to go into executive session, seconded by 

Commissioner Long, and passed unanimously.  It was announced that the meeting would take 
approximately 30 minutes, and that no formal action was expected afterward.  The Commission 
then went into an Executive Session to discuss a potential commercial project locating in Lee 
County. The Executive Session included the members of the Commission, County Attorney Stan 
Martin, Mr. Rendleman, Mr. Thompson from Auburn University and two representatives from 
the potential company.  

 
 
Commissioner Ham made a motion at approximately 7:10 PM to adjourn.  The motion 

was seconded by Commissioner Lawrence and carried unanimously.   Judge English reminded 
that the next meeting would be on Tuesday, October 9 due to the Columbus Day Holiday. 
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The Lee County Commission convened in regular session at the Courthouse in Opelika, 
Alabama, Tuesday, October 9, 2018 at 5:00 p.m.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited, 
followed by an invocation by Commissioner Long.  

 
 The Chairman declared a quorum and officially opened the meeting with the following 
members recorded as being present: Judge Bill English, Chairman, and Commissioners Sheila 
Eckman, Johnny Lawrence, Gary Long, Robert Ham and John Andrew Harris.   Elected officials 
in attendance: Sheriff Jay Jones and Judge Jacob Walker.  News media in attendance:  Opelika 
Observer owner/reporter Michelle Key, Opelika-Auburn News reporter Carla Nelson, and 
WTVM reporter Brandon Etheridge.    

 
During citizens’ communications, Brian McGee asked to speak on the subject of moving 

the polling locations.  Judge English asked Mr. McGee to hold his comments until it is addressed 
on the Agenda.   

 
 
Sheriff Jones recognized Deputy Tommy Threat as Officer of the Year for the Lee 

County Sheriff’s Office.  Sheriff Jones stated Deputy Threat has been employed for 15 years and 
during his tenure has worked his way up the ranks from his beginning as a correctional officer to 
Deputy then to a School Resource Officer.  He was elected President of his class at the police 
academy.  Deputy Threat served 21 years in the United States Marine Corps.  Further, Sheriff 
Jones stated the Officer of the Year is selected by nominations from the staff.  Sheriff Jones 
thanked Deputy Threat for his service and dedication.   Deputy Threat thanked Sheriff Jones, 
along with his supervisors Sgt. Flournoy and Cpl. McLeroy, and Judge Walker, for being 
recognized for performing his duty.  Further, Deputy Threat recognized his family members in 
attendance.   

 
 
Next, County Engineer Justin Hardee was happy to report the recovery of a motor grader 

stolen from the county’s chert pit in October 2014.  Mr. Hardee explained the county was in the 
process of placing a GPS system on the equipment prior to it being stolen.   Mr. Hardee stated 
that when the motor grader was stolen, it was reported to the Lee County Sheriff’s Office and to 
the Caterpillar company.  Mr. Hardee stated the Lee County Sheriff’s Office was contacted by 
the Fulton County, GA Sheriff’s Office on Wednesday, September 9, stating the equipment had 
been located by a Caterpillar mechanic.  On Friday, September 21, Billy Yarbrough and John 
Swatts went to recover the piece of equipment, which took approximately 14 hours, due to the 
legal process, and were able to return late that evening with the motor grader.  Mr. Hardee stated 
unfortunately the blade of the motor grader was damaged, which will be repaired, after which it 
will be sold at an upcoming auction.   Commissioner Eckman questioned how many hours were 
put on the equipment.  Mr. Hardee stated he has not been able to check that at this time.  Further, 
Mr. Hardee reported that GPS tracking devices are standard on all Caterpillar equipment now, so 
this will not be an issue in the future.    

 
 
EMA Director Kathy Carson recognized Captain Bobby Kilgore for his service as Chair 

of the Public Information Officers Task Force and one of its founding members.  Ms. Carson 
explained the duties and responsibilities of the task force, which is a plan to increase public 
interaction with trusted sources before the events occur, so citizens will know where to go for 
vital information.  The PIO Task Force ensures that each organization has access to and 
involvement in the consistent messaging, based on the events and circumstances. Ms. Carson 
presented a plaque to Captain Kilgore and thanked him for his service.  Captain Kilgore thanked 
Ms. Carson for the recognition.   

 
         
Next, Ms. Carson informed the Commission of the upcoming Advanced Preparedness 

workshop which will be held October 15 from 6:00-8:30 PM at the EMA Building.  Also, Ms. 
Carson announced a buy one/give one NOAA radio program.  Ms. Carson stated it is a program 
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to try to get weather radios in homes where they are needed, such as the elderly.  Ms. Carson 
stated the program was a suggestion by Commissioner Ham.  Ms. Carson stated the Lee County 
EMA staff can program the radios once they are purchased; further she stated the radios can be 
custom programmed to individual specifications.    
 
 

Copies of the items on the Consent Agenda sent to the Commissioners in their packets 
included:  two listings of claims, procurement card transactions from September, announcement 
of a vacancy on the Horseshoe Bend Regional Library and minutes of the September 24 meeting.  
Additionally, a listing of claims to be paid was placed on the Commissioner’s desk for approval.     
Commissioner Ham made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Harris to approve the consent 
agenda items as presented.   The motion carried unanimously.   

 
 
Lori Lamb, representing Rob Young and her mother Terri Lamb, was in attendance 

regarding Lee Road 79.  Lori Lamb questioned if she could obtain a copy of the resolution of the 
action taken on Lee Road 79 at the last meeting.  Judge English stated there was not a formal 
resolution, but the Commission minutes are the official record of Commission action.  Secondly, 
Lori Lamb stated Mr. Young requested to receive the cost estimate to extend maintenance on Lee 
Road 79 across Mr. Cook’s property.  Mr. Hardee stated to extend it, as discussed before, 
approximately ½ mile, would cost approximately $57,000 for materials, equipment, truck drivers 
and a road crew.   Further, Mr. Hardee requested the Commission require a 60 ft. right-of-way, 
as required on all new roads, if the project is considered.  Mr. Hardee stated a second concern is 
the water quality issue, which had been discussed previously.  Commissioner Lawrence 
questioned access to remove the timber from the Lamb property, and for future owners to access 
property in the vicinity.  Commissioner Eckman stated if the Commission does this project it 
would set a precedent for landowners in other areas of the county.  Commissioner Lawrence 
agreed stating Mr. Cook is willing to grant access to this one property owner, but not sure Mr. 
Cook would be willing to grant a 60 ft. right-of-way.  Mr. Eddie Webb questioned access to his 
property on the west end of Lee Road 79, which has been gated for over two years by 
Weyerhaeuser.   Mr. Webb stated access has been restricted to a road that has been in use by the 
public for 100+ years.  Mr. Hardee stated he had given Mr. Webb’s information to Mr. Moss of 
Weyerhaeuser.  Mr. Webb indicated he had talked with Mr. Moss and was offered a key to the 
gates, but Mr. Webb is concerned about four other properties which would require access also.  
Mr. Webb questioned how one company is able to erect a gate and deny access to others.  Mr. 
Webb also questioned what happens if they sell the property or if they decide to change the 
locks.  Mr. Webb stated they did not contact him prior to erecting the gates and questioned if that 
portion of the road is public or not.  Mr. Hardee stated that Lee Road 79 was maintained up until 
the 70’s or 80’s and has not been maintained since then.  Further, Mr. Hardee stated the 
Commission passed a motion at its September 24 meeting to reaffirm Lee Road 79 as a public 
road.  Commissioner Harris stated his understanding is that the road is public, and he would ask 
County Attorney Stan Martin to write a formal letter to the owners and ask them to take the gate 
down, as was done on another road in his district.  Mr. Hardee indicated Commissioner Harris is 
right that a letter had been sent on another road, but that road, Lee Road 946, was a public road 
maintained by the county.   Mr. Martin stated again it sounds like a dispute among landowners, 
but he is happy to do whatever the Commission asks him to do to determine whether it is a 
public road and not county maintained.  Mr. Webb questioned whether it has been vacated or if it 
is a public road, since he has used the road for a number of years.  Mr. Webb indicated that he 
may decide to get a key for his access, but still questioned the Commission what his rights are to 
use the road.  Commissioner Harris stated the Commission should request an Attorney General’s 
opinion on the situation, on whether a public road can be gated.  Commissioner Eckman stated 
she felt that was extreme at this point.  Helen Harris of the east side of Lee Road 79 questioned 
whether the Commission acknowledged it as being a public road, not county maintained.  Judge 
English stated it can be specified a public road, but it is not county maintained.  Commissioner 
Lawrence stated it gets down to semantics and that Lee Road 79 is a public road.  Mr. Webb 
indicated he would be back at the next meeting.   
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Upon second reading, Commissioner Harris made a motion to approve the following 
Resolution to appoint Ernest L. Griggs, Sr. to the Lee County Recreation Board to represent 
District 5.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Eckman and carried unanimously.  

 
BE IT RESOLVED, the Lee County Commission hereby appoints Ernest L. Griggs, Sr. 

to the Lee County Recreation Board, representing District 5, to fulfill the unexpired term of 
Steven Holley until December 14, 2021.             

 
 
Upon second reading, Commissioner Ham made a motion approve the following 

Resolution to appoint Andrew Bryan to the Beulah Utilities Board.  The motion was seconded by 
Commissioner Harris and carried unanimously.  

 
BE IT RESOLVED, the Lee County Commission hereby appoints Andrew Bryan to 

fulfill the unexpired term of Garnett McCollum until December 1, 2021.      
   
 
Environmental Services Director John McDonald discussed the use of the Opelika-

Auburn Lost and Found Pets Facebook page to display pictures of lost animals picked-up by the 
Animal Control Department.  Mr. McDonald stated the department would utilize this Facebook 
page to upload photos of animals picked-up by the department.   Mr. McDonald indicated this 
would help increase the number of animals returned to their rightful owner and ultimately reduce 
the number of animals euthanized.  Commissioner Lawrence questioned if this would be an 
additional way to advertise when an animal is picked-up.  Mr. McDonald answered in the 
affirmative.  Commissioner Eckman stated the benefits are that the department can upload 
pictures as soon as tomorrow; and that the Facebook page is an established page.  Commissioner 
Long stated he would ask someone he knows to pursue a county website for this purpose also.   

 
 
Reiko Daniel was not in attendance on the Agenda item to discuss a haunted house, doing 

business as Haunted Hollow Funeral Home and Gasket Company, LLC, located near her home 
on Lee Road 279. 

 
 
Judge English addressed a letter dated October 4 from Superintendent McCoy for the 

possibility of moving two polling locations for the upcoming election.  First, moving the polling 
location from Beauregard High School due to construction to Providence Baptist Church’s West 
Campus fellowship hall, and, second, to move from Wacoochee Elementary School due to the 
principal’s concerns to the Board of Education LC2 building.  Judge English stated he felt 
McCoy’s concerns were valid.  First, concern of ongoing construction at Beauregard High 
School, which interfered with the Primary and the Runoff, and second, the concern of elementary 
students comingling with voters inside Wacoochee Elementary School.  Commissioner Harris 
stated he had talked to people on the school board who agree with moving the location from 
Beauregard High School to Providence, but, stated there is no reason to move the Wacoochee 
location, since there are only 28 days until the election.  Further, Commissioner Harris stated he 
had been down there and looked at it and he sees no reason to move it at this time.   
Commissioner Ham stated he agreed with Dr. McCoy since on election day adults are in the 
midst of elementary children at the school, but agreed it probably should have already been 
moved from that location.   Judge English stated the polling location can be moved within 90 
days in case of an emergency and further stated voters will be notified and signs placed at each 
location directing voters to the new location.  Brian McGee, candidate District 38 Alabama 
House of Representatives, stated he had talked to the superintendent and concurred with the 
move from Beauregard High School, but he was opposed to the move from Wacoochee School, 
since there is no emergency.  Mr. McGee stated a move would confuse people and stated it was 
“an attempt to restrict people’s right to vote”.  Further, he stated it would be a waste of 
government money to mail out postcards noting the location change.     Commissioner Lawrence 
stated he wants to respect people’s right to vote, but to move it ½ mile from the current location 
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is acceptable.  Further, Commissioner Lawrence stated if the superintendent has concerns about 
the safety of the students, then he considers it a reasonable request.    Commissioner Lawrence 
questioned who is responsible for an election.  Judge English stated the Probate Judge is 
responsible for conducting elections, and the Commission is responsible for establishing the 
polling locations.  Apostle Christopher F. Davis, candidate District 80 Alabama House of 
Representatives, questioned if it was about the safety of the kids, then a change in polling 
location should have been brought up prior to 28 days before an election.  Further, Apostle Davis 
stated it is a suppression of voter’s rights because people are creatures of habit and if the location 
is moved, they will not likely travel to an alternate location to vote.  Commissioner Eckman 
questioned who they thought this was trying to suppress.  Apostle Davis responded it was a 
conglomerate effort to change the voting location within 28 days of a General Election.  Apostle 
Davis questioned why a change is being rammed thru for concerns of the school and moving the 
location to the Church.  Mr. McGee questioned the emergency status, since the letter from Dr. 
McCoy states “it is a request”.  Further, Mr. McGee stated he had talked to Dr. McCoy too and 
he never indicated there was an emergency.  Commissioner Lawrence suggested that the two 
items be separated and only vote on moving the Beauregard site.  Commissioner Harris stated he 
agreed, since there is no emergency, to only address Beauregard High School.  After more 
discussion, Commissioner Lawrence made a motion to move the polling location from 
Beauregard High School to the Providence Baptist Church West Campus fellowship hall.  The 
motion was seconded by Commissioner Ham and carried unanimously.   

   
 
Mr. Hardee presented a Federal Aid Project Resolution asking the Commission to 

approve the Resolution and authorize Judge English to sign the necessary paperwork to proceed.  
Mr. Hardee indicated it is a resurfacing project on Lee Road 188 from Alabama Highway 14 to 
Sougahatchee Creek, approximately 2.7 miles total in District 1.  Mr. Hardee stated, if approved, 
the project will be funded on an 80/20 split with 80% coming from the Federal-aid program and 
20% match by Lee County.   Mr. Hardee stated the project would be let in May 2019 and 
indicated the project would start in late summer or early fall of 2019.  Commissioner Eckman 
questioned the timeframe on the project.  Assistant County Engineer Patrick Harvill responded 
less than two months from the start of the project.  Mr. Hardee also stated one-lane traffic would 
be passable during the resurfacing project.  Commissioner Eckman made a motion, seconded by 
Commissioner Harris to approve the following Resolution and authorize Judge English to sign 
the necessary documents to execute the contract.  The motion carried unanimously.   

 
    RESOLUTION 
 
WHEREAS, the County Commission of Lee County, Alabama is desirous of 

constructing or improving, by force account, by contract or both, a section of road included in 
the Lee County Road System and described as follows: 
Full Depth Reclamation, Resurface, Traffic Stripe and other safety improvements on Lee Road 
188, from AL Highway 14, then Northeasterly approximately 2.694 miles to Sougahatchee 
Creek.  Project No. LCP41-151-18. 

 
WHEREAS, the County agrees to all of the provisions of the County-wide agreement 

executed between the State and the County covering preliminary engineering by State forces and 
equipment on the project, and 

 
WHEREAS, the County intends to apply for Federal Aid funds for the construction of 

the above reference project, and 
 
WHEREAS, the County agrees to all of the provisions of any agreement which has been 

executed or will be executed covering the construction of the project.   
 
Done at the regular session of the County Commission of Lee County, this 9th day of 

October 2018.   
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Next, Mr. Hardee presented the following results on Bids #4, 5 and 7 for FY2018-2019 
Highway maintenance bids: 

Bid#04-Bales of Grass Hay------------------------------------------Twin Oaks Environmental 
Bid#05-Emulsified Asphalt----------------------------------Ergon Asphalt & Emulsions, Inc. 
Bid#07-Picked-up at the Plant Bituminous Treatment-------East Alabama Paving Co., Inc. 

 
Commissioner Ham made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Long to award Bids #04, #05 
and #07 as presented.  The motion carried unanimously.   
 
 
 Mr. McDonald presented a Scrap Tire Agreement with the Alabama Department of 
Environmental Management for Commission consideration.  Mr. McDonald explained this is the 
program which is beneficial for Lee County by helping to offset the cost of keeping scrap tires in 
the county cleaned up and taken to an appropriate recycling facility.  Commissioner Eckman 
made a motion to authorize Judge English to sign the agreement as presented.   The motion was 
seconded by Commissioner Lawrence and carried unanimously.    

 
 
Mr. Rendleman requested an Agenda item be added concerning an amended agreement 

with HDR Architecture, Inc. for architectural services.  Commissioner Lawrence made a motion, 
seconded by Commissioner Eckman to add the item.  The motion carried unanimously.  Mr. 
Rendleman stated the original contract with HDR Architecture was entered into in 2009 for the 
offices of the District Attorney and Circuit Clerk.  The large multi-purpose court room was not 
included in the original contract. The amended agreement includes the court room which will 
used to accommodate large crowds especially during high profile cases.  Mr. Rendleman 
explained this will also create a flex space to replace the remaining HVAC unit.  Further, Mr. 
Rendleman stated this is a $2.2 million project which will be a part of the bond issue.   
Commissioner Lawrence made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Eckman to amend the 
Agreement with HDR Architecture, Inc. as presented.  The motion carried unanimously.    

 
 
Commissioner Lawrence made a motion at approximately 6:22 PM to go into executive 

session, seconded by Commissioner Long, and passed unanimously.  It was announced that the 
meeting would take approximately 20 minutes, and that formal action is expected afterward.  The 
Commission then went into an Executive Session to discuss a potential land transaction.  The 
Executive Session included the members of the Commission, County Attorney Stan Martin and 
Mr. Rendleman.  

 
   
Upon reconvening from the Executive Session, Judge English announced there was no 

action to be taken on the matter, Commissioner Lawrence made a motion at approximately 6:40 
PM to adjourn.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Long and carried unanimously.    
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The Lee County Commission convened in regular adjourned session at the Courthouse in 
Opelika, Alabama, Monday, October 29, 2018 at 5:00 p.m.  The Pledge of Allegiance was 
recited, followed by an invocation by Commissioner Ham.  

 
 The Chairman declared a quorum and officially opened the meeting with the following 
members recorded as being present: Judge Bill English, Chairman, and Commissioners Johnny 
Lawrence, Gary Long, Robert Ham and John Andrew Harris.   Absent:  Commissioner Sheila 
Eckman.   Elected officials in attendance: Sheriff Jay Jones.   News media in attendance:  
Opelika Observer owner/reporter Michelle Key.    

 
 
During citizens’ communications, Sheriff Jones recognized Executive Assistant Iris 

Bridges on her upcoming retirement after serving 40 years in the Sheriff’s Office.  Sheriff Jones 
stated he has had the pleasure of working with Mrs. Bridges since 1978.   Further, Sheriff Jones 
stated he will keep her around, she will continue to work a couple of days a week, until she 
decides to slip out.  Mrs. Bridges thanked the Commission and stated the 40 years have flown by 
and further stated she has enjoyed working for the Sheriff’s Office.  Commissioner Ham thanked 
Mrs. Bridges for her loyalty to Sheriff Jones and to Lee County.  Judge English mentioned the 
recent health scare in the Sheriff’s Office and recognized Mrs. Bridges as the person involved.  
Sheriff Jones stated they refer to it as “the incident”.  Mrs. Bridges stated she was blessed.   

 
 
Auburn University student and resident of Lee County, Elizabeth Devore questioned why 

there is no polling location on campus.  Ms. Devore stated currently she votes at the Clarion Inn 
which has over 16,000 voters in that one location.  Ms. Devore stated a location on campus could 
not only accommodate students, but employees of the university as well.  Ms. Devore stated 
university employees have limited breaks and feels a campus polling location could 
accommodate their schedules and help to alleviate the long lines and long wait times.   Ms. 
Devore stated according to Commission minutes, Commissioner Lawrence indicated there were 
not enough students that vote in Lee County to dedicate a location on campus.  Ms. Devore 
stated according to statistics from AU Housing there are 4,800 students that live on campus, 
which does not account for students living around campus.   

 
Next, Auburn University Sophomore Hannah Krawczyk stated Judge English, at the 

same meeting, quoted Alabama Code §17-9-10, which indicates that a person must vote in 
his/her domicile.  Ms. Krawczyk Stated she was planning to register in Auburn to vote in future 
elections.  Ms. Krawczyk stated she wished to encourage young people to get involved in the 
democratic process.  Ms. Krawczyk requested that in two years, she has hopes of being able to 
vote on campus. Commissioner Ham stated he would be interested in seeing the actual number of 
voters located on campus.   Commissioner Harris stated he had talked to most people on campus 
and stated that it is a suppression of voters, further, Commissioner Harris stated the students are 
asking plain and simple and that the Commission should accommodate their request.   

 
Auburn University student Beth McDaniel stated nationally there is a shift in 

demographics to younger people.  Ms. McDaniel stated young adults aged 18-24 years, 
represents 19% of voters in Lee County.    Ms. McDaniel stated Tuscaloosa has a voting location 
on campus and questioned why Lee County is behind its peers.  Ms. McDaniel questioned what 
needs to be done to start the process to allow voting on campus.  Commissioner Harris further 
stated his records indicate there are over 22,000 registered voters at the Clarion Inn and agreed a 
change is needed due to long lines at that location.  Commissioner Lawrence asked the students 
in attendance to look around campus to see where they would suggest a location that would 
accommodate it.  Ms. McDaniel suggested working with Auburn University to see if the 
coliseum could be utilized as is done for home football games.  Commissioner Ham stated the 
university just purchased a nice parking deck and suggested a location near it may work.   

 
Mr. John Sophocleus questioned the last agenda concerning a vacancy on the Horseshoe 

Bend Regional Library board and asked about the qualifications to serve.   Mr. Sophocleus stated 
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he has students that may wish to serve in this capacity.  Second, Mr. Sophocleus stated he wished 
to give kudos to Commissioner Ham concerning the Beauregard Water Authority board.  
Additionally, he discussed the recent purchase of OPS by Point Broadband and discussed former 
Commissioner Holt’s not impeding competition into the area and gave Commissioner Harris 
credit for sounding the alarm three years ago.   

 
 

Judge English recognized Commissioner Harris for his 24 years of service on the 
Commission.   Judge English gave statistical information of the thirteen different members of the 
Commission that Commissioner Harris has served over the past 24 years. He noted that only 3 
others have served 24 years or more:  Judges Ira Weissinger and Hal Smith, and Commissioner 
Johnny Adams.    Last, Judge English recognized he and Commissioner Harris have served 17 
years together.   

 
Commissioner Lawrence asked that the item concerning a Purple Heart County 

Resolution be carried forward.   
 
 
Environmental Services Director John McDonald stated he and his administrative staff 

had set-up a booth at Pioneer Day in Loachapoka.  Mr. McDonald stated the Lee County Animal 
Control Officers handed out packets/brochures containing information on the spay and neuter 
program and about animal control.  Mr. McDonald reported it was a big success.  Commissioner 
Ham thanked Mr. McDonald and Karen Gaston for distributing the packets to the citizens.   

 
 

Copies of the items on the Consent Agenda sent to the Commissioners in their packets 
included:  two listings of claims, announcement of a vacancy on the Lee County Department of 
Human Resources and minutes of the October 9 meeting.  Additionally, a listing of claims to be 
ratified was placed on the Commissioner’s desk for approval.  Judge English explained the 
process of filling out a Citizen Interest form, available on the county website, after an 
announcement of a vacancy on a board is made.  Commissioner Long made a motion, seconded 
by Commissioner Harris to approve the consent agenda items as presented.   The motion carried 
unanimously.   

 
 
County Engineer Justin Hardee presented a preliminary plat for the Betty S. Stillwell 

Subdivision for Commission approval.   Mr. Hardee explained it is a re-division of Lot 1 which 
has been reviewed and meets the minimum requirements of the Lee County Subdivision and 
Land Development Regulations.  Mr. Hardee explained that since there are three lots, it must be 
brought before the Commission for approval.  Mr. Hardee stated the subdivision is located 
adjacent to Lee Road 254 in District 4.   Commissioner Ham stated he looked at the sight 
distance and stated he sees no issues.  Commissioner Ham made a motion, seconded by 
Commissioner Long to accept the preliminary plat for the Betty S. Stillwell Subdivision, as 
presented.  The motion carried unanimously.   

 
 
County Administrator Roger Rendleman presented renewal agreements for personnel 

consulting services with Alexander Hyde, LLC.   Mr. Rendleman stated the service has been 
invaluable over the last four years with personnel matters.  Mr. Rendleman stated the advice 
received has been helpful in making better decisions on personnel matters.  Mr. Rendleman 
indicated the proposed agreements represent an increase from $500/month to $750/month, which 
is a retainer fee for personnel law consulting services.  Further, Mr. Rendleman reminded the 
Commission separate agreements are necessary for the Commission Office and the Sheriff’s 
Office since his personnel are under his constitutional authority and are considered alter-egos of 
the Sheriff.   Commissioner Lawrence made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Ham to 
authorize Judge English to sign the two agreements, as presented, with Alexander Hyde, LLC for 
personnel law consulting services.  The motion carried unanimously. 
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Next, Mr. Rendleman discussed two Agreements with Foresite Group for design and 
construction assistance on the recreation properties in Beulah and Beauregard.  Mr. Rendleman 
stated the Agreements are for the Phase I plan which, if approved, will be implemented within 
the next 24 months, and the ball fields will be functioning within that timeframe.  Commissioner 
Ham stated he liked how the plan was being handled with both properties.  Commissioner Harris 
interjected and asked the Commission to include Loachapoka in this process, since land has been 
found in Loachapoka and the process can be included for that area.  Commissioner Ham 
reminded Commissioner Harris of the lengthy process it has taken to get to this point on the 
property in both Beulah and Beauregard.  Commissioner Harris once again asked the 
Commission to consider adding Loachapoka to the process too. Commissioner Lawrence 
reminded Commissioner Harris that the entire Commission has agreed to include Loachapoka in 
the process once property is purchased.  Commissioner Ham further asked Commissioner Harris 
if he had presented the proposed land to Mr. Rendleman.   Commissioner Harris stated School 
Board member Larry Patterson liked the property selected since the site is near the high school.  
Again, Commissioner Lawrence reminded Commissioner Harris that the Commission has agreed 
to support recreation in Loachapoka as it evolves in that area.   Commissioner Harris stated that 
the same consideration needs to be given to Loachapoka as has been done in Smiths Station, 
Beulah and Beauregard.   Once again, Commissioner Ham indicated the Commission has agreed 
to include Loachapoka.    After more discussion, Commissioner Ham made a motion authorizing 
Judge English to sign the Agreements with Foresite Group for Phase I design and construction 
administration assistance for the Beulah and Beauregard parks.  The motion was seconded by 
Commissioner Lawrence.  Judge English questioned the number of ballfields proposed at each 
location.   Mr. Rendleman stated the plan is for four fields at Beauregard and three fields at 
Beulah.   After more discussion, vote was taken, and the motion carried on a vote of 3-1 with 
Commissioner Harris voting “No.”   

 
 
Next, Mr. Rendleman discussed the necessity for several FY2019 budget adjustments.  

Mr. Rendleman stated due to the recent sale of equipment in the Environmental Services 
Department the budget adjustment is necessary to reflect the sale and to allocate the funds to 
purchase a new truck and for additional site improvements for the department.  Second, Mr. 
Rendleman indicated that after preliminary close-out of the General Fund for FY2018, funds 
need to be allocated to proceed with a pay/classification study and a reorganization project.   

 
Fund 001-General Fund   
Expenditures (Capital and Projects)  $54,000 
Proceeds from Sale of Fixed Assets   $54,000 
 
Professional Services   $60,000 
Fund Balance (Unassigned)     $60,000 
 
Last, Mr. Rendleman stated resurfacing projects of $749,000 associated with the 2018 

contract was not completed by the end of the fiscal year and needs to be carried over to the 
current year.   Also, there is $450,000 of unreserved, unallocated fund balance available in the 
RRR Fund that can be added to the planned 2019 resurfacing bid, which would increase the total 
contract amount to approximately $1.2 million for resurfacing projects.  The following 
adjustment is required to recognize the carryover for the committed projects and to increase the 
resurfacing budget.   

 
Fund 117-RRR Fund   
Expenditure (Resurfacing)    $1,199,000 
Fund Balance (Designated)    $749,000 
Fund Balance (Unassigned)    $450,000 
Upon this presentation, Commissioner Lawrence made a motion, seconded by 

Commissioner Ham to approve the FY2019 budget adjustments as presented.  The motion 
carried unanimously.   

 



 
MINUTES OF THE LEE COUNTY COMMISSION, REG. ADJ. TERM, OCTOBER 29, 2018 

 

 
 

4

Mr. Rendleman discussed the necessity for a chief financial officer in the reorganization 
plan to match the rapid growth of the county and to prepare for significant turnover in the most 
seasoned and experienced senior staff over the next five years.  Mr. Rendleman stated since 
2000, the population of Lee County has grown 40% and the budgeted workforce has grown by 
42%.   Additionally, the budget has gone from $25 million to $45 million.  Mr. Rendleman 
stated, besides growth, the regulatory environment has grown substantially in every operation 
area from personnel issues, like, expanded FMLA and ACA requirements, to finances with more 
in-depth reporting, like, continuing disclosure and governmental accounting reporting 
statements.  Further, the daily financial reporting, monitoring and analysis is not receiving 
anywhere close the attention necessary for a county this size.  Mr. Rendleman stated the first step 
in the process is to create a Chief Financial Officer position to address this need.  The next step is 
to update the pay and classification study, the current one is over 12 years old, in conjunction 
with a restructuring review to determine how to organize to address our rapidly changing county.  
Upon this explanation, Commissioner Long made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Harris 
to approve the Chief Financial Officer job classification at a Pay Grade 23.  The motion carried 
unanimously.   

 
 
Last, Mr. Rendleman presented an educational reimbursement request from Deputy 

Gregory Summer.   Mr. Rendleman reminded the Commission of the reimbursement program 
whereby an employee can be reimbursed tuition if they attain a “B” or better in the course.  
Commissioner Ham made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Lawrence to approve the 
educational reimbursement request by Deputy Sumner.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 
 
Commissioner Ham made a motion at approximately 5:58 PM to go into executive 

session, seconded by Commissioner Long, and passed unanimously.  It was announced it would 
last approximately 10 minutes, and that formal action is anticipated afterward.  The Commission 
went into Executive Session to discuss a potential land transaction.  The Executive Session 
included the members of the Commission, Attorney Allen Martin and Mr. Rendleman.  

 
   
Upon reconvening from the Executive Session, Judge English announced there was 

action to be taken on the matter discussed.  Commissioner Ham made a motion, seconded by 
Commissioner Lawrence to approve the proposed sale of property in Beauregard that was 
purchased in 2007 for recreation purposes.  The motion carried unanimously.   

 
 
Before adjourning, Judge English had two reminders.  First, he reminded everyone of the 

General Election to be held on Tuesday, November 6, 2018.  Second, due to the election of 
members of the Commission, the next Commission meeting will be held on Wednesday, 
November 14, 2018.   

 
 
Commissioner Harris made a motion at approximately 6:05 PM to adjourn.  The motion 

was seconded by Commissioner Lawrence and carried unanimously.      
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The Lee County Commission convened in regular session at the Courthouse in Opelika, 
Alabama, Wednesday, November 14, 2018 at 5:00 p.m.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited, 
followed by an invocation by Judge English.  

 
 
Judge English opened the meeting with a swearing-in ceremony for the following 

Commissioners.  First, Commissioner Johnny Lawrence was sworn in.  Next, Commissioner 
Ham with his wife Elizabeth at his side, holding her father’s Bible, for the ceremony.  Last, 
newly elected Commissioner Richard LaGrand with his wife Katie by his side holding a Bible 
for the memorable event.   There were several visitors in attendance for the ceremony including 
Mayor Gary Fuller, Senator Randy Price, City of Opelika Council members Patsy Jones and 
Tiffany Gibson-Pitts, and Auburn City Council member Connie Taylor.  

 
 
During citizens’ communications, Mayor Fuller congratulated newly elected 

Commissioner Richard LaGrand.  Mayor Fuller stated they are good friends and worked together 
for approximately 30 years at the radio station.  Further, Mayor Fuller congratulated the 
Commission on the Courthouse construction project since County Administrator Roger 
Rendleman had given him a tour of the project.   Judge English interjected that it is a government 
project that is ahead of schedule and under budget.  Mr. Rendleman stated it was currently under 
budget, but no longer ahead of schedule, due to the recent rain.        

 
 
Next, Ivan Perrine, a resident of Lee County and an Auburn student, stated he has helped 

with voter drives on campus and is aware of the requirements to vote in Alabama.  Mr. Perrine 
gave several statistics on voting locations on other university campus, including the University of 
Alabama’s campus.  Further, Mr. Perrine discussed the issue of allowing a voting location on the 
Auburn University campus.  Mr. Perrine pointed out the discussion of the Courthouse 
construction project and stated budgetary constraints are not valid as a reason for not opening an 
additional voting site.  Further, Mr. Perrine stated it is a matter of resolve and the Commission 
has an important duty to not put undue burden on Lee County voters.   

 
  

 The Chairman declared a quorum and officially opened the meeting with the following 
members recorded as being present: Judge Bill English, Chairman, and Commissioners Sheila 
Eckman, Johnny Lawrence, Gary Long, Robert Ham and Richard LaGrand.   Elected officials in 
attendance:  Sheriff Jay Jones, Revenue Commissioner Oline Price, Mayor Gary Fuller, Opelika 
Council members Patsy Jones and Tiffany Gibson-Pitts and Auburn Council member Connie 
Taylor.   News media in attendance:  Opelika Observer owner/reporter Michelle Key and 
Opelika-Auburn News reporter Timothy Noordermeer.    

 
 
Judge English stated that the Commission’s regular meeting schedule has to be set after 

the election of any commissioners according to §11-3-8 of the Code of Alabama.  Commissioner 
Ham made a motion to continue the meeting schedule on the second and last Monday of each 
month at 5:00 PM and approve the FY2019 Holiday Day schedule, as presented.    The motion 
was seconded by Commissioner Long and carried unanimously.    

 
FY2019 Holiday Schedule  
 

New Year’s Day     Tuesday, January 1, 2019 
 Martin Luther King, Jr. Day   Monday, January 21, 2019 
 Presidents’ Day     Monday, February 18, 2019 
 Memorial Day     *Monday, May 27, 2019 
 Independence Day     Thursday, July 4, 2019 
 Labor Day      Monday, September 2, 2019 
 Columbus Day     *Monday, October 14, 2019  
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Veterans’ Day *Monday, November 11, 2019   
 Thanksgiving      Thursday, November 28, 2019    
       Friday, November 29, 2019 
 Christmas      Tuesday, December 24, 2019 

Wednesday, December 25, 2019 
  

*Normal Commission Meeting Days 
Note:   Monday, May 27 meeting moved to Tuesday, May 28, 2019  

Monday, October 14 meeting moved to Tuesday, Oct. 15, 2019 
Monday, November 11 meeting moved to Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2019 

 
 
Copies of the items on the Consent Agenda sent to the Commissioners in their packets 

included:  two listings of claims, procurement card transactions from October and minutes of the 
October 29 meeting.   First reading of Bob Harris to the Mid-South Resource Conservation & 
Development Council board was made.  Commissioner Ham made a motion, seconded by 
Commissioner Lawrence to approve the consent agenda items as presented.   The motion carried 
on a vote of 4-0-1 with Commissioner LaGrand abstaining.    

 
 
John Andrew Harris was not present on the Agenda item concerning property for 

Loachapoka recreation.   
 
 
Betsy Willis appeared to invite the Commission to a dinner theater event to lend support 

and visibility to the Lee County Historical Society.  Mrs. Willis explained that this is the second 
year of Alabama’s three-year bicentennial celebration (2017, 2018 and 2019) is reserved for 
honoring our people.  Mrs. Willis stated guests attending the “Back in Time” celebration will 
have an opportunity to hear from many of Lee County’s most noteworthy historic characters.  
Special visitors will include Auburn University’s finest, Drs. George Petrie, Charles Allen Cary 
and John Hodges Drake.  Elizabeth & Emily Jordan and Claire Reagan appeared in era 
appropriate attire and invited the Commission and the audience members to the second annual 
“Back In Time” Historical Holiday Celebration which will be held at Pioneer Park in 
Loachapoka from 5:00 PM until 8:00 PM on December 8, 2018.  Further, Mrs. Willis stated 
“Back In Time” is endorsed by Alabama200 and sponsored by the Caroline Marshall Draughon 
Center for the Arts & Humanities.  Mrs. Willis encouraged all in attendance to come and asked 
to spread the word about the upcoming event.  Mrs. Willis stated that Judge English and 
Commissioner Eckman attended last year.  They both concurred that the event is worthwhile and 
entertaining and encouraged attendance.   

 
 

        AU-Southern Poverty Law Center on Campus Executive Board President Beth McDaniel 
discussed a 10-page document proposing an on-campus polling location.  Ms. McDaniel 
explained that due to tight schedules it would be a convenience to students if a voting site could 
be placed on campus.  Ms. McDaniel indicated that Michael Bullington had come before the 
Commission in on November 30, 2015, with the same concerns.  Ms. McDaniel stated that 
democratic participation in young adulthood contributes to the development of civically engaged 
adults, which has a positive impact on the future of our democracy.  Locally, young adults 
account for a large portion of the voting population.  According to 2017 American Community 
Survey 1-year estimates, there are 30,374 young adults between the ages of 18 and 24 in Lee 
County   Young adults in this age group account for 19% of the Lee County total population.   
The establishment of a campus polling location would assist in eliminating barriers and would 
increase ease and access to the polls for many young Lee County voters. Alabama election code 
presents no barriers to the creation of a new polling place and that there are no constitutional or 
ethical reasons to deny this request.  Ms. McDaniel stated we have the structures and resources in 
place to achieve this goal, and all we lack is the political willpower to make this happen.   Ms. 
McDaniel stated it is common practice for colleges and universities across the US to serve as 
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polling locations, and Auburn University lags behind our peer institutions in this regard.  For 
example, there are polling locations on three campuses in Montgomery County alone.   The Lee 
County Commission has the authority to create additional polling locations if the need arises.  
The polling location that currently serves the Auburn University area, and a large number of 
college students, has the largest voter roll of all Lee County precincts.  In November 2018, 
during the midterm election, the Clarion location had 16,173 registered voters.  This large 
service area often results in long lines and wait times and may serve as a deterrent for students 
with full class schedules and for employees with limited break times.  The creation of an on-
campus polling location should alleviate the heavy burden at the Clarion Inn, resulting in shorter 
wait times and more efficient voting experience.  In closing, Ms. McDaniel asked the 
Commission to support the establishment of a polling location on Auburn University’s campus 
and stated her organization would assist in any manner possible.    Commissioner Lawrence 
asked Ms. McDaniel to pursue the matter with the university and the City and to come back with 
possible solutions.   

 
 
Commissioner Ham asked to add an item to the Agenda for Commission discussion. 

Commissioner Ham stated Revenue Commissioner Oline Price wished to present a budget 
amendment request of $91,750 to the Appraisal Budget.  Mrs. Price stated it is for upgrading 
software equipment which will benefit the citizens of Lee County.  Commissioner Lawrence 
questioned which system it is replacing.   Mrs. Price stated she was going back to Delta 
Computer Systems.  Mrs. Price stated she was not satisfied with the other company which 
allowed her to renegotiate the contract with Delta.  Commissioner Lawrence questioned if Mrs. 
Price had received any relief.  Mr. Rendleman stated it is an ongoing issue.   Commissioner Ham 
stated the switch back to Delta Computer Systems is best for our citizens.  Further, Mrs. Price 
indicated it is a substantial software upgrade for tax assessing, collecting and distribution which 
will be paperless.  Commissioner Ham made a motion to authorize the budget increase of 
$91,750 in the Appraisal budget. The motion was seconded by Commissioner LaGrand and 
carried unanimously.       

 
 
Before adjourning, Commissioner LaGrand thanked everyone for coming out in the rain 

for his swearing-in ceremony.  Commissioner LaGrand state that friends of over 30 years had 
attended and recognized Glynn Smith for attending, and Katie, his wife of 30 years.  Then, 
Commissioner LaGrand made a motion at approximately 5:50 PM to adjourn.  The motion was 
seconded by Commissioner Ham and carried unanimously.      
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The Lee County Commission convened in regular adjourned session at the Courthouse in 
Opelika, Alabama, Monday, November 26, 2018 at 5:00 p.m.  The Pledge of Allegiance was 
recited, followed by an invocation by Commissioner Long.  

 
 

 The Chairman declared a quorum and officially opened the meeting with the following 
members recorded as being present: Judge Bill English, Chairman, and Commissioners Sheila 
Eckman, Johnny Lawrence, Gary Long, Robert Ham and Richard LaGrand.   Elected officials in 
attendance:   Sheriff Jay Jones.   News media in attendance:  Opelika Observer owner/reporter 
Michelle Key and Opelika-Auburn News reporter Timothy Noordermeer.    

 
 
Copies of the items on the Consent Agenda sent to the Commissioners in their packets 

included:  two listings of claims and minutes of the November 14 meeting.   First reading of 
Vicki G. Hudson to the Lee County Department of Human Resources Board was made.  
Commissioner Ham made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Long to approve the consent 
agenda items as presented.   The motion carried unanimously.    

 
 
Commissioner Eckman made a motion to approve the following Resolution to appoint 

Robert (Bob) Harris to the Mid-South Resource Conservation & Development Council board.   
The motion was seconded by Commissioner Lawrence and carried unanimously.   

 
BE IT RESOLVED, the Lee County Commission hereby appoints Robert (Bob) Harris 

to serve on the Mid-South Resource Conservation & Development Council board. 
 
 
Bob Young of The Frazer Lanier Company appeared before the Commission to discuss 

the upcoming bond issue process.  Mr. Young explained that he, Chairman Bill English and 
County Administrator Roger Rendleman had a good discussion with the rating agency on 
Thursday, November 15.  Mr. Young applauded the efforts of Judge English and Mr. 
Rendleman.  Mr. Young stated that the county will most likely stay at a Aa2 rating, which is the 
same as Auburn, Opelika, and Auburn University.   Further, Mr. Young explained that the 
Warrant Purchase Agreement locks in the interest rate until the next meeting, whereby it will be 
necessary for the Commission to approve the Warrant Resolution.   

 Mr. Rendleman explained in a handout included in the Commission packets, the projects 
included in the approximately $9 million bond issue.  They include:  1) $5 million for the 
construction of eight recreation ballfields and support infrastructure among the Smiths Station, 
Beauregard and Beulah parks; 2) $2.3 million to finish the multi-purpose courtroom and the 
judge’s suite at the Justice Center; 3) $850,000 to complete the expansion at the Courthouse; and 
4) $1.8 million for the expansion of the Emergency Management Operations Center for 
additional office space.   Further, Mr. Rendleman explained the warrant issue will fund $9 
million and the remaining $995,000 is existing county funds.  Mr. Rendleman asked the 
Commission to approve the following Warrant Purchase Agreement Resolution to proceed.  
Commissioner Ham made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Eckman to approve the 
following Resolution authorizing the Chairman to sign the Warrant Purchase Agreement.   The 
motion carried unanimously.   

    RESOLUTION 
 
BE IT RESOLVED by Lee County (the “County”) that the Chairman of the County 

Commission is hereby authorized to sign a Warrant Purchase Agreement between the County 
and The Frazer Lanier Company Incorporated, with respect to the issuance by the County of 
approximately $9,140,000 (the “Warrants”).  The Warrant Purchase Agreement shall contain, 
among other things, the principal amount of Warrants to be issued, the maturity schedule, the 
interest rates, call provisions and ratings.  The Warrants will be general obligations of the County 
for payment of the principal of and the interest on which the full faith, credit and taxing powers 
of the County will be irrevocably pledged.   
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Commissioner Ham requested use of the Lee County Meeting Center for the Kiwanis 
Clubs’ annual project of packaging and distributing gifts and meals to needy families.  
Commissioner Ham stated the Lee County Kiwanis Club and volunteers would be busy packing 
the items on December 20 and 21, then distributing on December 22.  Commissioner Lawrence 
made a motion authorizing the Lee County Kiwanis Club use of the meeting center on December 
20, 21 and 22.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Long and carried unanimously.   

 
 
Sheriff Jay Jones presented a salary variance request for the position of executive 

assistant to the Sheriff.  Sheriff Jones explained that the individual has experience in the type of 
work and knowledge of the elements involved in the operations associated with the position.  
Further, the individual has over 30 years of executive level management experience with 
qualifications that significantly exceed the standards required as specified in the job description.  
Judge English questioned the step being requested, and Sheriff Jones responded Step G.   
Commissioner Lawrence made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Eckman to approve the 
salary variance request as presented by Sheriff Jones.  The motion carried unanimously.   

 
 
County Engineer Justin Hardee explained that the Alabama Department of Transportation 

(ALDOT) is submitting two projects for the Competitive Highway Bridge Bundling grant and is 
requesting a letter of support from the Lee County Commission to include with their application.  
Mr. Hardee stated one of the projects submitted is the replacement of the I-85 bridges to include 
the North and South bound lanes at Exit 60 in Lee County to include bridges over South Long 
Street, the railroad and AL Highway 51.    Mr. Hardee stated it will be a State project; they are 
only requesting support of local officials.  Commissioner Lawrence stated he and Judge English, 
who both serve on the MPO Board, have been asking for at least 12 years for improvements on I-
85 at that location.  Commissioner Lawrence made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Long 
authorizing the Chairman to submit a letter on behalf of the Commission in support of the I-85 
bridge improvement project.  The motion carried unanimously.  

 
 
Mr. Hardee presented a Federal Aid Agreement for the bridge replacement on Lee Road 

249 over Soap Creek for Commission consideration.   Mr. Hardee explained this is the next step 
in the process and stated this is Lee County’s last ATRIP bridge project.   Mr. Hardee explained 
this is an 80/20 match with State funds totaling $930,001.20 plus county funds of $232,500.30 
for a total of $1,162,501.50 for the bridge replacement project.  Commissioner Ham made a 
motion to authorize Judge English to execute the Federal Aid Agreement as presented.  The 
motion was seconded by Commissioner Long and carried unanimously.       

 
      RESOLUTION  
 
BE IT RESOLVED, by the County Commission of Lee County, Alabama, that the 

County enters into an agreement with the State of Alabama; acting by and through the Alabama 
Department of Transportation for:   
The construction of a 1@85’ span AASHTO (Type III) girder bridge replacement on CR-249 
over Soap Creek.  BIN#010792.   Length – 0.016 miles 
Project#ACBRZ61135-ATRP(015); LCP#41-05-28; ATRIP#41-05-28 
which agreement is before this Commission, and that the agreement be executed in the name of 
the County, by the Chairman of the Commission for and on its behalf and that it be attested by 
the County Clerk and the seal of the County affixed thereto. 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that upon the completion of the execution of the 
agreement by all parties, that a copy of such agreement be kept of record by the County Clerk.   
Passed, adopted, and approved this 26th day of November 2018.   

      AGREEMENT 
This agreement is made and entered into by and between the State of Alabama, (acting by 

and through the Alabama Department of Transportation), hereinafter referred to as the State; and 
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Lee County (FEIN 63-6001601), hereinafter referred to as the County; in cooperation with the 
United States Department of Transportation, the Federal Highway Administration, hereinafter 
referred to as the FHWA: 
 WITNESSETH 
 WHEREAS, the State and County desire to cooperate in the construction of a 1@85’ 
span AASHTO (Type III) girder bridge replacement on CR-249 over Soap Creek.   
BIN#010792 – Length – 0.016 miles 
Project#ACBRZ61135-ATRP(015); LCP#41-05-28; ATRIP#41-05-28 
 NOW THEREFORE, the parties hereto, for, and in consideration of the premises stated 
herein do hereby mutually promise, stipulate, and agree as follows:  
(1) The County will acquire any additional right-of way, if needed, for the Project at no cost to 

the State or this Project.      
(2) The County or its representative, if applicable to the Project, agree to adjust and/or relocate 
all utilities on the Project without cost to the State or this Project. 
(3) The County or its representative, will provide the required surveys, complete the plans and 
perform all other preliminary engineering duties for the Project at no cost to the State or this 
Project.  The County will be responsible for submitting all required environmental documents to 
the State and obtaining approval prior to right-of-way acquisition or submittal of final plan 
assembly to the State.  The plans will be subject to the approval of the State and the Project will 
be constructed in accordance with the plans approved by the State and the terms of this 
agreement.  
(4) If necessary, the County will file an Alabama Department of Environmental Management 
(ADEM) National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Notice of Registration 
(NOR)(Code Chapter 335-6-12) for the project.  The County and the contractor will be 
responsible for compliance with the permit and the State will have no obligation regarding the 
permit.  The County will furnish the State (Region) a copy of the permit prior to any work being 
performed by the contractor.   
(5) The County will furnish all construction engineering for the project with County forces or 
with a consultant selected and approved by the State as part of the project cost.  The cost of 
construction engineering and inspection shall be included as part of the construction cost for the 
project and will be paid from funds provided herein.   
(6) The State will furnish the necessary inspection and testing of materials with State forces 
when needed as part of the project cost.  The cost of inspection and testing of materials shall be 
included as part of the construction cost for the project and will be paid from funds provided 
herein.   
(7) The County will comply with the Alabama Department of Transportation Standard 
Specifications for Highway Construction (latest edition) on the project and will ensure that 
alignment and grades on this project meet the standards of the Alabama Department of 
Transportation and the project will be constructed in accordance with the approved plans.   
(8) The project will be administered by the State and all cost will be financed, when eligible for 
Federal participation, on the basis of eighty (80) percent Federal ATRIP funds and twenty (20) 
percent County funds, unless otherwise noted below.  Any Federal aid non-participating costs 
shall be borne by the County at one hundred (100) percent.   
(9) Funding for this agreement is subject to the availability of Federal ATRIP funds at the time 
of authorization.  The State will not be liable for Federal ATRIP funds in any amount.  It is 
understood that the amounts stated below are estimates only.  Any shortfall in funding or overrun 
in construction costs shall be borne by the County from Federal ATRIP funds, if available, from 
County Federal funds, if available, and from County funds.  In the event of an under-run in 
construction costs, the amount of Federal ATRIP funds will be the amount stated below, or 
eighty (80) percent of eligible costs, whichever is less.  
(10) The estimated cost of construction of this project will be provided from the funds outlined 
as follows:  

Federal ATRIP Funds    $930,001.20 
County Funds      $232,500.30 

 Total (Including E & I)           $1,162,501.50 
(11) The State will be responsible for advertisement and receipt of bids, and the award of the 
contract.  Following the receipt of bids and prior to the award of the contract, the State will 
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invoice the County for its prorate share of the estimated cost (if applicable) as reflected by the 
bid of the successful bidder plus E & I, and the County will pay this amount to the State no later 
than 30 days after the date bids are opened.  Payment must be received prior to award of the 
contract.  
(12) A final audit will be made of all project records after completion of the project and a copy 
will be furnished to the Alabama Department of Examiners of Public Accounts, in accordance 
with Act 1994, No. 94-414.  A final financial settlement will be made between the parties as 
reflected by the final audit and agreement.   
(13) The County will submit reimbursement invoices for the work performed under the terms of 
this agreement to the State within six (6) months after the completion and acceptance of the 
project.  Any invoices submitted after this six (6) month period will not be eligible for payment.  
(14) Upon completion and acceptance of the work by the State, the County will assume full 
responsibility for maintenance of that part of the improvements which are not a part of the 
Alabama Highway Maintenance System.  Upon completion and acceptance of the work by the 
State, the County will maintain the project in satisfactory condition in accordance with the 
requirements of the Alabama Department of Transportation.   
(15) The County shall be responsible at all times for all of the work performed under this 
agreement and, as provided in Alabama Code § 11-93-2 (1975), the County shall protect, defend, 
indemnify, and hold harmless the State of Alabama, the Alabama Department of Transportation, 
its officials, officers, and employees, and their agents and/or assigns.   
(16) For all claims not subject to Alabama Code § 11-93-2 (1975), the County shall indemnify, 
and hold harmless the State of Alabama, the Alabama Department of Transportation, the 
officials, officers and employees, and their agents and/or assigns from and against any and all 
actions, damages, claims, loss, liabilities, attorney’s fees or expense whatsoever or any amount 
paid in compromise thereof arising out of, connected with, or related to the (1) work performed 
under this agreement, (2) the provision of any services or expenditure of funds required, 
authorized, or undertaken by the County pursuant to the terms of this agreement, or (3) misuse, 
misappropriation, misapplication or mis-expenditure of any source of funding, compensation or 
reimbursement by the County, its agents, servants, representatives, employees or assigns.   
(17) By entering into this agreement, the County is not an agent of the State, it officers, 
employees, agents, or assigns.  The County is an independent entity from the State and nothing 
in this agreement creates an agency relationship between the parties.  
(18) Each party will provide, without cost to the other, information available from its records that 
will facilitate the performance of the work. 
(19) Nothing will be construed under the terms of this agreement by the State or the County that 
will cause any conflict with Section 23-1-63, Code of Alabama (7/24th law).  
(20) The County will be obligated for the payment of damages occasioned to private property, 
public utilities or the general public, caused by the legal liability (in accordance with Alabama 
and/or Federal law) of the County, its agents, servants, employees or facilities.  
(21) Exhibits M and N are available at the Lee County Highway Department and hereby made a 
part of this agreement.   
(22) This agreement is made and expressly executed in the names of the parties hereto by their 
respective officers, officials or other persons who are authorized to execute it, and it is deemed 
by the parties to be an agreement or contract under seal.  
(23) By signing this contract, the contracting parties affirm, for the duration of the agreement, 
that they will not violate federal immigration law or knowingly employ, hire for employment, or 
continue to employ an unauthorized alien within the State of Alabama.  Furthermore, a 
contracting party found to be in violation of this provision shall be deemed in breach of the 
agreement and shall be responsible for all damages resulting therefrom.   
(24) The terms of this agreement may be modified by supplemental agreement duly executed by 
the parties hereto.  
(25) This agreement may be terminated by either party upon the delivery of a thirty (30) day 
notice termination.  

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto cause this agreement to be executed by 
those officers, officials, and persons thereunto duly authorized, and the agreement is deemed to 
be dated and to be effective on the date stated hereinafter as the date of the approval of the 
Governor of Alabama.  
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Exhibit M  
CERTIFICATION FOR FEDERAL-AID CONTRACTS: LOBBYING 
This certification is applicable to the instrument to which it is attached whether attached directly 
or indirectly with other attachments to such instrument. 
The prospective participant/recipient, by causing the signing of and the submission of this 
Federal contract, grant, loan, cooperative agreement, or other instrument as might be applicable 
under Section 1352, Title 31, U. S. Code, and the person signing same for and on behalf of the 
prospective participant/recipient each respectively certify that to the best of the knowledge and 
belief of the prospective participant or recipient and of the person signing for and on behalf of 
the prospective participant/recipient, that:   
(1) No Federal appropriated funds have been paid or will be paid, by or on behalf of the  
prospective participant/recipient or the person signing on behalf of the participant/recipient as 
mentioned above, to any person for influencing or attempting to influence an officer or employee 
of any Federal agency, a Member of Congress, an officer or employee of Congress, or an 
employee of a Member of Congress in connection with the awarding of any Federal contract, the 
making of any Federal grant, the making of any Federal loan, the entering into of any 
cooperative agreement, and the extension, continuation, renewal, amendment, or modification of 
any Federal contract, grant, loan, or cooperative agreement.  
(2) If any funds other than Federal appropriated funds have been paid or will be paid to any 
person for influencing or attempting to influence an officer or employee of any Federal agency, a 
Member of Congress, an officer or employee of Congress, or an employee of a Member of 
Congress, in connection with this Federal contract, grant, loan, or cooperative agreement, or 
other instrument as might be applicable under Section 1352, Title 31, U. S. Code, the prospective 
participant/recipient shall complete and submit Standard Form-LLL, “Disclosure Form to Report 
Lobbying,” in accordance with its instructions.  
This certification is a material representation of fact upon which reliance was placed when this 
transaction was made or entered into.  Submission of this certification is a prerequisite for 
making or entering into this transaction imposed by Section 1352, Title 31, U. S. Code.  Any 
person who fails to file the required certification shall be subject to a civil penalty of not less 
than $10,000 and not more than $100,000 for each such failure. 
The prospective participant/recipient also agrees by submitting this Federal contract, grant, loan, 
cooperative agreement, or other instrument as might be applicable under Section 1352, Title 31, 
U. S. Code, that the prospective participant/recipient shall require that the language of this 
certification be included in all lower tier subcontracts, which exceed $100,000 and that all sub-
recipients shall certify and disclose accordingly.   
EXHIBIT N 
FUNDS SHALL NOT BE CONSTITUTED AS A DEBT 
It is agreed that the terms and commitments contained herein shall not be constituted as a debt of 
the State of Alabama in violation of Article 11, Section 213 of the Constitution of Alabama, 
1901, as amended by Amendment Number 26.  It is further agreed that if any provision of this 
Agreement shall contravene any statue or Constitutional provision of amendment, either now in 
effect or which may, during the course of this Agreement, be enacted, then the conflicting 
provision in the Agreement shall be deemed null and void.  
When considering settlement of controversies arising from or related to the work covered by this 
Agreement, the parties may agree to use appropriate forms of non-binding alternative dispute 
resolution.   
TERMINATION DUE TO INSUFFICIENT FUNDS 
If the agreement term is to exceed more than one fiscal year, then said agreement is subject to 
termination in the event that funds should not be appropriated for the continued payment of the 
Agreement in subsequent fiscal years.   
In the event of proration of the fund from which payment under this Agreement is to be made, 
Agreement will be subject to termination.   
NO GOVERNMENT OBLIGATION TO THIRD PARTY CONTRACTORS:  
The State and County acknowledge and agree that, notwithstanding any concurrence by the 
Federal Government in or approval of the solicitation or award of the underlying contract, absent 
the express written consent by the Federal Government, the Federal Government is not a party to 
this contract and shall not be subject to any obligations of or liabilities to the State, County, or 
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any other party (whether or not a party to that contract) pertaining to any matter resulting from 
the underlying contract.  
The County agrees to include the above clause in each subcontract financed in whole or in part 
with Federal assistance provided by FHWA.  It is further agreed that the clause shall not be 
modified, except to identify the subcontractor who will be subjected to its provisions.   

 
 
Mr. Hardee presented the bid results for the bridge replacement project on Lee Road 65 

over Saugahatchee Creek.  Mr. Hardee indicated three bids were received, one a “no bid” 
received from G. W. Norrell Company.  Mr. Hardee stated of the two other bids, the lowest 
responsive bid was from Newell and Bush, Inc. of Montgomery, Alabama for $1,086,009.79. 
Mr. Hardee stated they have worked with Newell and Bush in the past and indicated they worked 
well together.  The other bid of $1,999,040.87 was received from Scott Bridge Company, 
Incorporated.  Commissioner LaGrand questioned the reason G. W. Norrell Company submitted 
a “no bid”.  Mr. Hardee indicated normally they do smaller projects and assumed it would not be 
profitable for them to submit a bid.  Commissioner Ham questioned if there is an incentive if the 
company completes the project ahead of schedule.  Mr. Hardee stated there was no incentive if 
they finished early, but there are penalties if the vendor goes past the deadline.  Judge English 
questioned the timeframe of the project.  Mr. Hardee stated the projected start date is February 
11, 2019 and will take from nine to twelve months to complete.  Commissioner Lawrence 
questioned if advance notice will be given to residents and to people that regularly travel the 
road.  Mr. Hardee indicated after approval of the Commission, the Highway Department will 
erect signs as soon as next week.  Judge English asked Mr. Hardee to notify the Commission by 
email once the signs are erected.  Commissioner Eckman made a motion, seconded by 
Commissioner Lawrence to award the bid to Newell and Bush, Inc. in the amount of 
$1,086,009.79 for the bridge replacement project on Lee Road 65. The motion carried 
unanimously.   

 
 
Next, Mr. Hardee presented the results on Bid #1 for tied concrete block erosion control 

and on Bid #2 for cement mortar flowable backfill.  Mr. Hardee stated out of 5 bids mailed, three 
were returned.  Mr. Hardee recommended that Bid #1 for tied concrete block erosion control mat 
be awarded to the following vendors:  1) Grogreen Solutions (500-2,400 sq. ft.) and 2) Premier 
Concrete Products (2,401 sq. ft. and greater).  On Bid #2 for cement mortar flowable backfill Mr. 
Hardee reported that 6 bids were mailed and only one vendor returned a bid.  Mr. Hardee 
recommended to award the bid to the lone bidder Sherman Industries, LLC.    Commissioner 
Eckman made motion, seconded by Commissioner Ham to award Bids #1 and #2 to the vendors 
recommended by the county engineer.  The motion carried unanimously.   

 
 
Commissioner Eckman made a motion at approximately 5:35 PM to adjourn.  The motion 

was seconded by Commissioner Lawrence and carried unanimously. 
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The Lee County Commission convened in regular session at the Courthouse in Opelika, 
Alabama, Monday, December 10, 2018 at 5:00 p.m.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited, 
followed by an invocation by Commissioner Ham.  

 
 

 The Chairman declared a quorum and officially opened the meeting with the following 
members recorded as being present: Judge Bill English, Chairman, and Commissioners Sheila 
Eckman, Johnny Lawrence, Gary Long, Robert Ham and Richard LaGrand.   Elected officials in 
attendance:   Sheriff Jay Jones, Revenue Commissioner Oline Price and Lee County Board of 
Education member Dr. Larry Boswell.   News media in attendance:  Opelika Observer 
owner/reporter Michelle Key.    

 
 
During citizens’ communication, Dr. Elizabeth Yorke thanked Commissioners Eckman, 

Ham and Long for their efforts in trying to control the pet overpopulation in the county.  Further, 
she especially wanted to thank the Commission in their continued support of the Spay and 
Neuter Program.   

 
   
Lee County Extension Coordinator Tara Barr introduced Veterans Agent Assistant James 

“Jamie” Popwell, their newest employee.   Mr. Popwell stated he looked forward to working 
with local agencies and is excited to assist local veterans in his new role.  Commissioner Ham 
thanked Mr. Popwell for his service and welcomed him.   

    
 
Copies of the items on the Consent Agenda sent to the Commissioners in their packets 

included:  two listings of claims, procurement card transactions from November and minutes of 
the November 26 meeting.   A correction on the list of claims for Commission approval was 
noted.  Commissioner Long made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Lawrence to approve 
the consent agenda items, with the one noted correction.    The motion carried unanimously.    

 
 
Commissioner Long made a motion to approve the following Resolution to appoint Vicki 

G. Hudson to the to the Lee County Department of Human Resources Board.  The motion was 
seconded by Commissioner Eckman and carried unanimously.  

 
BE IT RESOLVED, the Lee County Commission does hereby appoint Vicki G. Hudson 

to the Lee County Department of Human Resources Board to fulfill the unexpired term, from 
December 10, 2018 until September 1, 2019, of Anne Grady who resigned. 

 
 
Frazer Lanier Company Attorney Chandler Combest appeared before the Commission to 

report on the sale of the general obligation warrants, Series 2018 in the amount of $8,705,000, as 
noted in Exhibit A following.    Commissioner Lawrence made a motion to authorize the 
Chairman to sign the general obligation warrants as presented.  The motion was seconded by 
Commissioner Ham and carried unanimously. 

 
Exhibit A:    

Year $ Amount Interest Rate % Price/Yield (1)
2020 280,000 (2) 2.000 2.09 
2022 300,000 (2) 2.125 2.32 
2024 310,000 (2) 2.375 2.52 
2025 410,000 5.000 2.62 
2026 435,000 5.000 2.75 
2027 455,000 5.000 2.85 
2028 475,000 5.000 2.95 
2029 500,000 5.000 3.04 
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2030 525,000 3.000 3.20 
2031 540,000 5.000 3.20 
2032 570,000 5.000 3.25 
2033 600,000 3.250 3.44 
2034 615,000 3.375 3.52 
2035 640,000 3.500 3.60 
2036 660,000 3.500 3.68 
2037 685,000 3.500 3.73 
2038 705,000 3.625 3.77 

 
(1) All maturities identified meet the 10% test (as defined above) as of the sale date.  

Hence the so-called “hold-the-offering-price rule” described in Section 1.148-1(b)(ii) 
of the Treasury Regulations does not apply.  

(2) Subject to mandatory redemption. 
 
The Warrants shall be subject to optional redemption as follows:  
 Redemption Date                         Redemption Price 
      8/1/2018          100 
 
 
Attorney Alan Ziegler representing all three School Boards and the Lee County Youth 

Development presented the following resolutions for Commission consideration.  The nine 
resolutions call for a special election for the following tax renewals:  1) one-mill countywide 
school tax; 2) four-mill countywide school tax; 3) three-mill school tax for county district; 4) 
three-mill school tax for county district; 5) five-mill school tax in county district; 6) five-mill 
school tax in county district; 7) three-mill school tax for City of Auburn; 8) three-mill school tax 
for City of Opelika; and 9) one and ½ mill county tax for Lee County Youth Development.  Each 
school district was represented by their superintendent and chief financial officers and some 
Board members, including:  Auburn Superintendent Dr. Karen Delano, Opelika Superintendent 
Dr. Mark Neighbors and Lee County Superintendent Dr. James McCoy.  Additionally, Lee 
County Youth Development Director Laura Cooper was in attendance along with Board Chair 
Dr. Anne Penny.  Commissioner Ham made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Long to 
approve the following nine Resolutions as presented.  The motion carried unanimously.   

(1) 
PROCEEDINGS PERTAINING TO THE REQUEST FOR  

AND CALL OF A SPECIAL ELECTION ON THE RENEWAL  
AND CONTINUATION OF THE LEVY OF THE ONE  

MILL COUNTYWIDE SCHOOL TAX IN LEE COUNTY 
(Section 269, Constitution of Alabama of 1901) 

 
 The following resolution and order was introduced in writing by Commissioner Ham: 

 BE IT RESOLVED, ORDERED AND DECREED by the Lee County Commission 
(herein called "the Commission") as follows: 
 Section 1.  Findings.  (a)  The Commission hereby finds, determines and declares that 
there has been filed with the Commission a petition in writing signed by 200 or more qualified 
electors of the County, who are also freeholders, which petition (except for the signatures) is in 
words and figures as follows: 
 
TO THE COUNTY COMMISSION OF LEE COUNTY, ALABAMA: 
 We, the undersigned qualified electors of Lee County, Alabama, who are also freeholders 
of said County, hereby petition and request that you call and cause to be held a special election 
at the several regularly established voting places in the said County on February 19, 2019, 
between the legal hours for holding elections, for the purpose of submitting to the electors of the 
said County the question of whether it shall be authorized to renew and continue the annual levy, 
for a period of twenty-eight (28) consecutive years commencing with the levy for the tax year 
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that will begin on October 1, 2021 (for which first tax year taxes will become due and payable 
on October 1, 2022), of a special ad valorem tax for public school purposes in said County at the 
rate of one (1) mill on each dollar (or $.10 on each $100) of the assessed value of taxable 
property in said County, being the tax that was originally authorized and provided for in Section 
269, Article XIV, of the Constitution of Alabama of 1901; it being intended that the said special 
tax to be voted on at the said election shall constitute a renewal and continuation of the said tax, 
as last voted in the County on March 17, 1992, and shall not constitute an increase in the rate of 
taxation presently authorized in the County. 
 
(HERE FOLLOW THE SIGNATURES OF MORE THAN 200 QUALIFIED ELECTORS OF THE 
COUNTY, WHO ARE ALSO FREEHOLDERS) 
 

(End of Petition) 
 
The Commission has caused the signatures that were signed to the said petition to be carefully 
checked as to their authenticity and the names of the signers of the said petition to be checked 
against the roll of the qualified electors of Lee County and against the tax rolls of Lee County, 
and the Commission has determined that the said petition was signed by more than 200 persons 
who are duly qualified electors of the County and who are also freeholders. 
 (b) The Commission hereby further finds, determines and declares that said petition 
complies in all respects with the applicable provisions of Article 8 of Chapter 13 of Title 16 of 
the Code of Alabama 1975. 
 Section 2. Call of Election.  An election shall be and hereby is called to be held in the 
County on February 19, 2019, between the legal hours for holding elections and at the regular 
voting places in the County, for the purpose of submitting to the electors of the County the 
question of whether it shall be authorized to renew and continue the annual levy, for a period of 
twenty-eight (28) consecutive years beginning with the levy for the tax year that will begin on 
October 1, 2021 (for which first tax year taxes will become due and payable on October 1, 2022), 
of a special ad valorem tax for public school purposes in the County at the rate of one (1) mill on 
each dollar (or $.10 on each $100) of the assessed value of taxable property in said County, 
being the tax that was originally authorized and provided for in Section 269 of Article XIV of the 
Constitution of Alabama of 1901; it being intended that the said special tax to be voted on at the 
said election shall constitute a renewal and continuation of the said tax and shall not constitute an 
increase in the rate of taxation presently authorized in the County. 
 Section 3. Voting Places.  The said election called shall be held and conducted at the 
regularly established voting places in the County except as to the casting of ballots of absent 
voters as hereinafter provided. 
 Section 4. Notice of Election.  The sheriff of the County is hereby directed to give 
notice of the said election in the manner prescribed by law, by publication in Opelika-Auburn 
News, a newspaper published and having general circulation in the County, once a week for four 
consecutive weeks prior to the date fixed for said election, the first publication of such notice to 
be at least thirty days before the date of such election.  The said notice to be so published shall be 
in substantially the following form: 

NOTICE OF SPECIAL ELECTION FOR  
RENEWAL AND CONTINUATION OF THE LEVY 

OF THE ONE MILL COUNTYWIDE SCHOOL  
TAX IN LEE COUNTY 

 Notice is hereby given that the Lee County Commission has called and ordered a special 
election to be held in Lee County on February 19, 2019, at which there will be submitted to the 
qualified electors of said County, for their determination by ballot, the question of whether the 
said County shall be authorized to levy annually, for a period of twenty-eight (28) successive 
years, commencing with the levy for the tax year that will begin on October 1, 2021 (for which 
tax year taxes will become payable on October 1, 2022), for public school purposes in said 
County, a special property or ad valorem tax at the rate of ten cents on each one hundred dollars 
(equal to one mill on each dollar) of the assessed valuation of the taxable property in the said 
County.  If the said special tax is authorized at the said election, its levy will not increase the rate 
of taxation presently levied in the County but will constitute a renewal and continuation of the 
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special tax at the same rate and for the same purpose now being levied in the County, the said tax 
having been heretofore authorized at a special election held in the County on March 17, 1992. 
 
 

The said election will be held at the regularly established voting places in said 
County between the legal hours for holding elections. 
 
      
   Sheriff of Lee County, Alabama 
 
 Section 5. Form of Ballot.  The form of the official ballot to be used at the said 
election shall be in substantially the following form, except that there shall appear on the 
envelope accompanying each ballot for absent voters an affidavit substantially equivalent to the 
applicable form of affidavit prescribed for absent voters by law: 

OFFICIAL BALLOT 
LEE COUNTY, ALABAMA 

SPECIAL ELECTION FOR RENEWAL 
AND CONTINUATION OF LEVY OF THE 
ONE MILL COUNTYWIDE SCHOOL TAX  

(Section 269, Constitution of Alabama of 1901)  
 

February 19, 2019 
 

 Shall the governing body of Lee County, Alabama, be authorized to levy 
annually, for a period of twenty-eight (28) successive years, commencing with the 
levy for the tax year that will begin on October 1, 2021 (for which tax year taxes 
will become due and payable on October 1, 2022), for public school purposes in 
said county, a special property tax at the rate of ten cents on each one hundred 
dollars (equal to one mill on each dollar) of the assessed value of the taxable 
property in said county, which special tax shall be in renewal and continuation of 
the special tax at the same rate and for the same purpose that is now being levied 
in the said county? 

 _________________________________________________________________ 
 
   ( ) FOR proposed taxation 
 _________________________________________________________________ 
 
   ( ) AGAINST proposed taxation 
 _________________________________________________________________ 
 
  The voter shall make a cross mark (X) before the proposition that expresses his or 
her choice. 
 Section 6. Ballots for Absent Voters.  The form of the ballots for absent voters to be 
cast at the election shall be the same as that provided above except as follows: 

 (a) In lieu of the words "Official Ballot" at the heading of the ballot 
there shall be substituted the words "Official Absentee Ballot"; 
 (b) In lieu of the instructions to voters appearing at the end of the 
Official Ballot there shall be substituted the following: 

Instructions to Voters 
 The voter shall record his or her choice, whether for or against the said 
special tax, by placing a cross mark before or after the words expressing his or her 
choice. 
 (c) Each absentee ballot shall be accompanied by an envelope on 
which there shall be printed an affidavit in the form prescribed by law for absent 
voters for elections held in this state. 

 Section 7. Election Officers.  The special election to be held in the County on 
February 19, 2019, shall be held and the results of such election shall be declared in the same 
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manner and by the same officers as the results of regular elections for county officers, under the 
general election laws of the state. 
 
Commissioner Ham moved that said resolution and order be adopted, which motion was 
seconded by Commissioner Long and, upon said motion being put to vote, the following vote 
was recorded: 
   YEAS:    NAYS: 
   5          0  

The chairman thereupon declared that the said motion for the adoption of said resolution 
and order had been unanimously adopted. 

(2) 
PROCEEDINGS PERTAINING TO THE REQUEST FOR  

AND CALL OF A SPECIAL ELECTION FOR RENEWAL AND 
CONTINUATION OF THE LEVY OF THE FOUR MILL  

COUNTYWIDE SCHOOL TAX IN LEE COUNTY 
(Amendment No. 3, Section 1, Constitution of Alabama of 1901) 

   
The following resolution and order was introduced in writing by Commissioner Ham: 

 
 BE IT RESOLVED, ORDERED AND DECREED by the Lee County Commission 
(herein called "the Commission") as follows: 
 Section 1.  Findings. (a)  The Commission hereby finds, determines and declares that 
there has been filed with the Commission a petition in writing signed by 200 or more qualified 
electors of the County which petition (except for the signatures) is in words and figures as 
follows: 
TO THE COUNTY COMMISSION OF LEE COUNTY, ALABAMA: 
 We, the undersigned qualified electors of Lee County, Alabama, hereby petition and 
request that you call and cause to be held a special election at the several regularly established 
voting places in the said County on February 19, 2019, between the legal hours for holding 
elections, for the purpose of submitting to the electors of the said County the question of whether 
it shall be authorized to renew and continue the annual levy, for a period of twenty-eight (28) 
consecutive years commencing with the levy for the tax year that will begin on October 1, 2021 
(for which first tax year taxes will become due and payable on October 1, 2022), of a special ad 
valorem tax for public school purposes in said County at the rate of four (4) mills on each dollar 
(or $.40 on each $100) of the assessed value of taxable property in said County, being the tax 
that was originally authorized and provided for in Section 1 of Amendment No. 3 to the 
Constitution of Alabama of 1901 and the rate of which was heretofore increased pursuant to 
proceedings taken under the said Constitution; it being intended that the said special tax to be 
voted on at the said election shall constitute a renewal and continuation of the said tax, as last 
voted in the County on March 17, 1992, and shall not constitute an increase in the rate of 
taxation presently authorized in the County. 
(HERE FOLLOW THE SIGNATURES OF MORE THAN 200 QUALIFIED ELECTORS OF THE 
COUNTY) 

(End of Petition) 
 

The Commission has caused the signatures that were signed to the said petition to be carefully 
checked as to their authenticity and the names of the signers of the said petition to be checked       
against the roll of the qualified electors of Lee County and the Commission has determined that 
the said petition was signed by more than 200 persons who are duly qualified electors of the 
County. 
 (b) The Commission hereby further finds, determines and declares that said petition 
complies in all respects with the applicable provisions of Article 9 of Chapter 13 of Title 16 of 
the Code of Alabama 1975. 
 Section 2. Call of Election.  An election shall be and hereby is called to be held in the 
County on February 19, 2019, between the legal hours for holding elections and at the regular 
voting places in the County, for the purpose of submitting to the electors of the County the 
question of whether it shall be authorized to renew and continue the annual levy, for a period of 
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twenty-eight (28) consecutive years beginning with the levy for the tax year that will begin on 
October 1, 2021 (for which first tax year taxes will become due and payable on October 1, 2022), 
of a special ad valorem tax for public school purposes in the County at the rate of four (4) mills 
on each dollar (or $.40 on each $100) of the assessed value of taxable property in said County, 
being the tax that was originally authorized and provided for in Section 1 of Amendment No. 3 
to the Constitution of Alabama of 1901 and the rate of which was heretofore increased pursuant 
to proceedings taken under the said Constitution; it being intended that the said special tax to be 
voted on at the said election shall constitute a renewal and continuation of the said tax and shall 
not constitute an increase in the rate of taxation presently authorized in the County. 
 
 Section 3. Voting Places.  The said election called shall be held and conducted at the 
regularly established voting places in the County except as to the casting of ballots of absent 
voters as hereinafter provided. 
 Section 4. Notice of Election.  The sheriff of the County is hereby directed to give 
notice of the said election in the manner prescribed by law, by publication in Opelika-Auburn 
News, a newspaper published and having general circulation in the County, once a week for four 
consecutive weeks prior to the date fixed for said election, the first publication of such notice to 
be at least thirty days before the election.  The said notice to be so published shall be in 
substantially the following form: 

NOTICE OF SPECIAL ELECTION FOR 
RENEWAL AND CONTINUATION OF THE  
LEVY OF THE FOUR MILL COUNTYWIDE  

SCHOOL TAX IN LEE COUNTY 
 Notice is hereby given that the Lee County Commission has called and 
ordered a special election to be held in Lee County on February 19, 2019, at 
which there will be submitted to the qualified electors of said County, for their 
determination by ballot, the question of whether the said County shall be 
authorized to levy annually, for a period of twenty-eight (28) successive years, 
commencing with the levy for the tax year that will begin on October 1, 2021 (for 
which tax year taxes will become due and payable on October 1, 2022), for public 
school purposes in said County, a special property or ad valorem tax at the rate of 
forty cents on each hundred dollars (equal to four mills on each dollar) of the 
assessed valuation of the taxable property in the said County.  If the said special 
tax is authorized at the said election, its levy will not increase the rate of taxation 
presently levied in the County but will constitute a renewal and continuation of 
the special tax at the same rate and for the same purpose now being levied in the 
County, the said tax having been heretofore authorized at a special election held 
in the County on March 17, 1992. 
 The said election will be held at the regularly established voting places in 
said County between the legal hours for holding elections. 

 
     
   Sheriff of Lee County, Alabama 
 
 Section 5. Form of Ballot.  The form of the official ballot to be used at the said 
election shall be in substantially the following form, except that there shall appear on the 
envelope accompanying each ballot for absent voters an affidavit substantially equivalent to the 
applicable form of affidavit prescribed for absent voters by law: 
 

OFFICIAL BALLOT 
LEE COUNTY, ALABAMA 

SPECIAL ELECTION FOR RENEWAL AND 
CONTINUATION OF LEVY OF THE 

FOUR MILL COUNTYWIDE SCHOOL TAX  
(Amendment No. 3, Section 1, Constitution of Alabama of 1901)  

February 19, 2019 
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 Shall the governing body of Lee County, Alabama, be authorized to levy 
annually, for a period of twenty-eight (28) successive years, commencing with the 
levy for the tax year that will begin on October 1, 2021 (for which tax year taxes 
will become due and payable on October 1, 2022), for public school purposes in 
said county, a special property tax at the rate of forty cents on each one hundred 
dollars (equal to four mills on each dollar) of the assessed value of the taxable 
property in said county, which special tax shall be in renewal and continuation of 
the special tax at the same rate and for the same purpose that is now being levied 
in the said county? 

 
 ________________________________________________________________ 
 
   ( ) FOR proposed taxation 
 _________________________________________________________________ 
 
   ( ) AGAINST proposed taxation 
 _________________________________________________________________ 
 
  The voter shall make a cross mark (X) before the proposition that expresses his or her 
choice. 
 Section 6. Ballots for Absent Voters.  The form of the ballots for absent voters to be 
cast at the election shall be the same as that provided above except as follows: 

(a) In lieu of the words "Official Ballot" at the heading of the ballot there 
shall be substituted the words "Official Absentee Ballot"; 
(b) In lieu of the instructions to voters appearing at the end of the Official 
Ballot there shall be substituted the following: 

Instructions to Voters 
 The voter shall record his or her choice, whether for or against the said 
special tax, by placing a cross mark before or after the words expressing his or her 
choice. 
(c) Each absentee ballot shall be accompanied by an envelope on which there 
shall be printed an affidavit in the form prescribed by law for absent voters for 
elections held in this state. 

 Section 7. Election Officers.  The special election to be held in the County on 
February 19, 2019, shall be held and the results of such election shall be declared in the same 
manner and by the same officers as the results of regular elections for county officers, under the 
general election laws of the state. 
 
Commissioner Ham moved that said resolution and order be adopted, which motion was 
seconded by Commissioner Long and, upon said motion being put to vote, the following vote 
was recorded: 
   YEAS:    NAYS: 
   5          0 
 

The chairman thereupon declared that the said motion for the adoption of said resolution 
and order had been unanimously adopted.  

 
(3) [County District] 

PROCEEDINGS PERTAINING TO THE REQUEST FOR 
AND CALL OF A SPECIAL ELECTION FOR RENEWAL  

AND CONTINUATION OF THE LEVY OF THE  
3 MILL SCHOOL TAX IN SCHOOL DISTRICT 
NO. 3 (COUNTY DISTRICT) IN LEE COUNTY 

(Amendment No. 3, Section 2, Constitution of Alabama of 1901) 
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 The following resolution and order was introduced in writing by Commissioner Ham:  
 
 BE IT RESOLVED, ORDERED AND DECREED by the Lee County Commission 
(herein called "the Commission") as follows: 

Section 1. Findings. (a)  The Commission hereby finds, determines and declares that 
there has been filed with the Commission the following written request from the Lee County 
Board of Education: 
 
TO THE COUNTY COMMISSION OF LEE COUNTY, ALABAMA: 
 We hereby transmit to and file with you the attached copy of a resolution which was duly 
adopted by the Lee County Board of Education at a meeting thereof duly convened and held on 
November 13, 2018.  You are hereby requested to call and cause to be held on February 19, 
2019, in School District No. 3 in Lee County, Alabama, a special election as set forth in the said 
resolution.  The boundaries of School District No. 3 are as set forth in the said resolution. 
 
    Yours very truly, 
 
    LEE COUNTY BOARD OF EDUCATION 
 
 By   
     Its Secretary 
 
There was attached to the said request a certified copy of the following resolution: 
 

  BE IT RESOLVED by the Lee County Board of Education (herein called "the Board"), 
in the State of Alabama, as follows: 

Section 1. Findings.  Preliminary to the adoption of this resolution, the Board has 
caused an investigation to be made of the facts set out in the following statements and, on the 
basis thereof, the Board has found and does hereby declare as follows: 

(a) Lee County (herein called "the County") is currently levying a special 
district tax for public school purposes at the rate of thirty cents on each one 
hundred dollars (or 3 mills on each dollar) of the assessed value of taxable 
property in the special ad valorem tax school district in the County known as 
School District No. 3 (herein called "District No. 3") and consisting of the 
territory within the County LESS AND EXCEPT the territory lying within the 
corporate limits of the Cities of Auburn and Opelika in the County (which cities 
have independent boards of education), which special district tax has been 
authorized to be levied annually until and including the levy for the tax year 
beginning October 1, 2021 (for which tax year the tax will become due and 
payable on October 1, 2022), being the tax that was originally authorized and 
provided for in Section 2 of Amendment No. 3 to the Constitution of Alabama of 
1901 and an election held on June 26, 2001. 
(b) All the area lying within District No. 3 is subject to the jurisdiction and 
control of the Board.   
(c) The Board has determined that it is necessary and desirable that the 
special district tax now being levied in District No. 3 be continued after the 
expiration of the period for which the said tax is currently authorized to be levied. 
(d) The Board has caused a map to be prepared by the County Surveyor or 
other competent person pursuant to and in the form and containing the 
information provided in and required by Section 16-13-191 of the Code of 
Alabama 1975, and showing the boundaries of District No. 3. 
Section 2. Petition to County Commission.  The Board does hereby respectfully 

petition and request the Lee County Commission to call an election to be held on February 19, 
2019, in District No. 3 to determine whether or not a special district tax of thirty cents on each 
one hundred dollars (3 mills on each dollar) of the assessed value of the property subject to 
taxation in District No. 3 shall be levied annually for public school purposes within District No. 
3 for a period of twenty-seven (27) consecutive years commencing with the tax year that will 
begin on October 1, 2022 (for which first tax year the tax will become due and payable on 
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October 1, 2023); the said levy, if authorized, not to operate to increase the presently existing 3 
mill district school tax in District No. 3 but to be in renewal and continuation of the 3 mill 
district school tax now being levied in District No. 3. 

Section 3. Delivery of Request.  Secretary of the Board shall be and hereby is 
directed and instructed to prepare and deliver a certified copy of this resolution to the Lee 
County Commission, accompanied by a written request that the said County Commission call the 
aforesaid election pursuant to the provisions of this resolution.  The Secretary of the Board is 
further directed to transmit to the said County Commission, with the said copy of this resolution, 
a full and correct description of District No. 3, together with a map of the said special school 
district, made by the County Surveyor or other competent person, showing thereon the 
boundaries of District No. 3 and indicating thereon the sections and ranges in the said special 
school district and the location of public utilities, such as power plants, railroad and telegraph 
lines, if any, in the said special school district and the railroad mileage for each and every 
corporation having property therein.  The Secretary of the Board is further directed to record in 
the minutes of the Board a full and correct description of the boundaries of the said special 
school district, together with a copy of the said map, and to furnish the said description  and a 
copy of the said map to (a) the Judge of Probate of the County (who is hereby requested to 
record the same in a book kept by him for that purpose), (b) the State Department of Education, 
and (c) the State Department of Revenue (which shall also be furnished with as many additional 
copies of the said map as there are public utilities located in the said special school district). 

 
(HERE ENDS THE RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION) 

 
(b)The Commission hereby further finds, determines and declares that said petition 

complies in all respects with the applicable provisions of Article 9 of Chapter 13 of Title 16 of 
the Code of Alabama 1975, and that the findings set out in Section 1 of the resolution adopted by 
the Board are true and correct. 

Section 2. Call of Election.  An election shall be and hereby is called to be held in 
School District No. 3 in the County (herein called "the District") on February 19, 2019, between 
the legal hours for holding elections and at the regular voting places in the District, for the 
purpose of submitting to the electors of the District the question of whether the County shall be 
authorized to renew and continue the annual levy, for a period of twenty-seven (27) consecutive 
years beginning with the levy for the tax year that will begin on October 1, 2022 (for which first 
tax year taxes will become due and payable on October 1, 2023), of a special ad valorem tax for 
public school purposes in the District at the rate of 3 mills on each dollar of the assessed value of 
the taxable property in said District, being the tax that was originally authorized and provided for 
in Section 2 of Amendment No. 3 to the Constitution of Alabama of 1901; it being intended that 
the said special tax to be voted on at the said election shall constitute a continuance and renewal 
of the said tax, as last voted in the District on June 26, 2001, and shall not constitute an increase 
in the rate of taxation presently authorized in the District. 

Section 3. Voting Places.  The said election called shall be held and conducted at the 
regularly established voting places in the District except as to the casting of ballots of absent 
voters as hereinafter provided. 

Section 4. Notice of Election.  The sheriff of the County is hereby directed to give 
notice of said election in the manner prescribed by law, by publication in Opelika-Auburn News, 
a newspaper published in the County and having general circulation in the District, once a week 
for four consecutive weeks prior to the date fixed for said election, the first publication of such 
notice to be at least thirty days before the date of the said election, and also by posting a written 
notice of said election at three public places within the District, each of which shall be posted not 
less than thirty days prior to the date fixed for said election.  The said notice to be so published 
and posted shall be in substantially the following form: 
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NOTICE OF SPECIAL ELECTION FOR RENEWAL  
AND CONTINUATION OF THE LEVY OF THE  

3 MILL DISTRICT SCHOOL TAX IN 
SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 3 IN LEE COUNTY 

 
 Notice is hereby given that the Lee County Commission has called and 

ordered a special election to be held in School District No. 3 on February 19, 
2019, at which there will be submitted to the qualified electors of said district, for 
their determination by ballot, the question of whether a special district tax of 
thirty cents on each one hundred dollars (equal to 3 mills on each dollar) of the 
assessed value of the taxable property located within the said school district shall 
be levied for public school purposes for a period of twenty-seven (27) 
consecutive years commencing with the tax year that will begin on October 1, 
2022 (for which first tax year the tax will become due and payable on October 1, 
2023), which levy shall be in renewal and continuation of the 3 mill school 
district tax now being levied in the district. 

 
 The boundaries of School District No. 3 are coterminous with those of 

Lee County and include all the territory lying therein LESS AND EXCEPT the 
territory lying within the corporate limits of the Cities of Auburn and Opelika. 

 
 The said election will be held at the voting places regularly established for 

County elections in School District No. 3 between the legal hours for the holding 
of elections. 

 
        
    Sheriff of Lee County, Alabama 
 
 

Section 5. Form of Ballot.  The form of official ballot to be used at said election 
shall be in substantially the following form, except that there shall appear on the envelope 
accompanying each ballot for absent voters an affidavit substantially equivalent to the applicable 
form of affidavit prescribed for absent voters by law: 

 
OFFICIAL BALLOT 

SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 3 
LEE COUNTY, ALABAMA 

SPECIAL ELECTION FOR RENEWAL AND 
CONTINUATION OF THE LEVY OF THE 

3 MILL SCHOOL DISTRICT TAX 
(Amendment No. 3, Section 2, Constitution of Alabama of 1901) 

February 19, 2019 
 
  Shall the governing body of Lee County, Alabama, be authorized to levy a 
special district tax of thirty cents on each one hundred dollars (equal to 3 mills on 
each dollar) of the assessed value of the taxable property located within School 
District No. 3 in said county, the area comprising the said district being all the 
area lying within the boundaries of the county less and except the area lying 
within the corporate limits of the Cities of Auburn and Opelika, for public school 
purposes for a period of twenty-seven (27) consecutive years commencing with 
the tax year that will begin on October 1, 2022 (for which tax year the tax will 
become due and payable on October 1, 2023), which levy shall be in renewal and 
continuation of the 3 mill school district tax now being levied in the said school 
district? 
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 _________________________________________________________________ 
 
   ( ) FOR proposed taxation 
 _________________________________________________________________ 
 
   ( ) AGAINST proposed taxation 
 _________________________________________________________________ 
 

 The voter shall make a cross mark (X) before the proposition that expresses his or her 
choice. 

Section 6. Ballots for Absent Voters.  The form of the ballots for absent voters to be 
cast at the election shall be the same as that provided above except as follows: 

(a) In lieu of the words "Official Ballot" at the heading of the ballot there 
shall be substituted the words "Official Absentee Ballot"; 
(b) In lieu of the instructions to voters appearing at the end of the Official 
Ballot there shall be substituted the following: 

Instructions to Voters 
 The voter shall record his or her choice, whether for or against the said 
special tax, by placing a cross mark before or after the words expressing his or her 
choice. 
(c) Each absentee ballot shall be accompanied by an envelope on which there 
shall be printed an affidavit in the form prescribed by law for absent voters for 
elections held in this state. 
Section 7. Conduct of Election.  The special election to be held in the District on 

February 19, 2019, shall be held and the results of such election shall be declared in the same 
manner and by the same officers as the results of regular elections for county officers, under the 
general election laws of the state. 
 
Commissioner Ham moved that said resolution and order be adopted, which motion was 
seconded by Commissioner Long and, upon said motion being put to vote, the following vote 
was recorded: 
   YEAS:      NAYS: 
              5                  0  
 
The chairman thereupon declared that the said motion for the adoption of said resolution and 
order had been unanimously adopted. 

(4) [County District] 
PROCEEDINGS PERTAINING TO THE REQUEST FOR 
AND CALL OF A SPECIAL ELECTION FOR RENEWAL  

AND CONTINUATION OF THE LEVY OF THE  
3 MILL SCHOOL TAX IN SCHOOL DISTRICT 
NO. 3 (COUNTY DISTRICT) IN LEE COUNTY 

(Amendment No. 382, Constitution of Alabama of 1901)  

 The following resolution and order was introduced in writing by Commissioner Ham:  
 BE IT RESOLVED, ORDERED AND DECREED by the Lee County Commission 
(herein called "the Commission") as follows: 

Section 1. Findings.  (a)  The Commission hereby finds, determines and declares that 
there has been filed with the Commission the following written request from the Lee County 
Board of Education: 
 
TO THE COUNTY COMMISSION OF LEE COUNTY, ALABAMA: 
 We hereby transmit to and file with you the attached copy of a resolution which was duly 
adopted by the Lee County Board of Education at a meeting thereof duly convened and held on 
November 13, 2018.  You are hereby requested to call and cause to be held on February 19, 
2019, in School District No. 3 in Lee County, Alabama, a special election as set forth in the said 



 
MINUTES OF THE LEE COUNTY COMMISSION, REGULAR TERM, DECEMBER 10, 2018 

 

 
 

12

resolution.  The boundaries of School District No. 3 are as set forth in the said resolution. 
 
    Yours very truly, 
 
    LEE COUNTY BOARD OF EDUCATION 
 
 By   
     Its Secretary 
 
There was attached to the said request a certified copy of the following resolution: 
 BE IT RESOLVED by the Lee County Board of Education (herein called "the Board"), 
in the State of Alabama, as follows: 

Section 1. Findings.  Preliminary to the adoption of this resolution, the Board has 
caused an investigation to be made of the facts set out in the following statements and, on the 
basis thereof, the Board has found and does hereby declare as follows: 

(a) Lee County (herein called "the County") is currently levying a special 
district tax for public school purposes at the rate of thirty cents on each one 
hundred dollars (or 3 mills on each dollar) of the assessed value of taxable 
property in the special ad valorem tax school district in the County known as 
School District No. 3 (herein called "District No. 3") and consisting of the 
territory within the County LESS AND EXCEPT the territory lying within the 
corporate limits of the Cities of Auburn and Opelika in the County (which cities 
have independent boards of education), which special district tax has been 
authorized to be levied annually until and including the levy for the tax year 
beginning October 1, 2021 (for which tax year the tax will become due and 
payable on October 1, 2022), being the tax that was originally authorized and 
provided for in Amendment No. 382 to the Constitution of Alabama of 1901 and 
an election held on February 26, 2002. 
(b) All the area lying within District No. 3 is subject to the jurisdiction and 
control of the Board.   
(c) The Board has determined that it is necessary and desirable that the 
special district tax now being levied in District No. 3 be continued after the 
expiration of the period for which the said tax is currently authorized to be levied. 
(d) The Board has caused a map to be prepared by the County Surveyor or 
other competent person pursuant to and in the form and containing the 
information provided in and required by Section 16-13-191 of the Code of 
Alabama 1975, and showing the boundaries of District No. 3. 
Section 2. Petition to County Commission.  The Board does hereby respectfully 

petition and request the Lee County Commission to call an election to be held on February 19, 
2019, in District No. 3 to determine whether or not a special district tax of thirty cents on each 
one hundred dollars (3 mills on each dollar) of the assessed value of the property subject to 
taxation in District No. 3 shall be levied annually for public school purposes within District No. 
3 for a period of twenty-seven (27) consecutive years commencing with the tax year that will 
begin on October 1, 2022 (for which first tax year the tax will become due and payable on 
October 1, 2023); the said levy, if authorized, not to operate to increase the presently existing 3 
mill district school tax in District No. 3 but to be in renewal and continuation of the 3 mill 
district school tax now being levied in District No. 3. 

Section 3. Delivery of Request.  The Secretary of the Board shall be and hereby is 
directed and instructed to prepare and deliver a certified copy of this resolution to the Lee 
County Commission, accompanied by a written request that the said County Commission call the 
aforesaid election pursuant to the provisions of this resolution.  The Secretary of the Board is 
further directed to transmit to the said County Commission, with the said copy of this resolution, 
a full and correct description of District No. 3, together with a map of the said special school 
district, made by the County Surveyor or other competent person, showing thereon the 
boundaries of District No. 3 and indicating thereon the sections and ranges in the said special 
school district and the location of public utilities, such as power plants, railroad and telegraph 
lines, if any, in the said special school district and the railroad mileage for each and every 
corporation having property therein.  The Secretary of the Board is further directed to record in 
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the minutes of the Board a full and correct description of the boundaries of the said special 
school district, together with a copy of the said map, and to furnish the said description  and a 
copy of the said map to (a) the Judge of Probate of the County (who is hereby requested to 
record the same in a book kept by him for that purpose), (b) the State Department of Education, 
and (c) the State Department of Revenue (which shall also be furnished with as many additional 
copies of the said map as there are public utilities located in the said special school district). 

 
(HERE ENDS THE RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION) 

 
(b)The Commission hereby further finds, determines and declares that said petition complies in 
all respects with the applicable provisions of Article 9 of Chapter 13 of Title 16 of the Code of 
Alabama 1975, and that the findings set out in Section 1 of the resolution adopted by the Board 
are true and correct. 
 
Section 2. Call of Election.  An election shall be and hereby is called to be held in School 
District No. 3 in the County (herein called "the District") on February 19, 2019, between the 
legal hours for holding elections and at the regular voting places in the District, for the purpose 
of submitting to the electors of the District the question of whether the County shall be 
authorized to renew and continue the annual levy, for a period of twenty-seven (27) consecutive 
years beginning with the levy for the tax year that will begin on October 1, 2022 (for which first 
tax year taxes will become due and payable on October 1, 2023), of a special ad valorem tax for 
public school purposes in the District at the rate of 3 mills on each dollar of the assessed value of 
the taxable property in said District, being the tax that was originally authorized and provided for 
in Amendment No. 382 to the Constitution of Alabama of 1901; it being intended that the said 
special tax to be voted on at the said election shall constitute a continuance and renewal of the 
said tax, as last voted in the District on February 26, 2002, and shall not constitute an increase in 
the rate of taxation presently authorized in the District. 
Section 3. Voting Places.  The said election called shall be held and conducted at the regularly 
established voting places in the District except as to the casting of ballots of absent voters as 
hereinafter provided. 
Section 4. Notice of Election.  The sheriff of the County is hereby directed to give notice of 
said election in the manner prescribed by law, by publication in Opelika-Auburn News, a 
newspaper published in the County and having general circulation in the District, once a week 
for four consecutive weeks prior to the date fixed for said election, the first publication of such 
notice to be at least thirty days before the date of the said election, and also by posting a written 
notice of said election at three public places within the District, each of which shall be posted not 
less than thirty days prior to the date fixed for said election.  The said notice to be so published 
and posted shall be in substantially the following form: 

 
NOTICE OF SPECIAL ELECTION FOR RENEWAL  

AND CONTINUATION OF THE LEVY OF THE  
3 MILL DISTRICT SCHOOL TAX IN 

SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 3 IN LEE COUNTY 
 

 Notice is hereby given that the Lee County Commission has called and 
ordered a special election to be held in School District No. 3 on February 19, 
2019, at which there will be submitted to the qualified electors of said district, for 
their determination by ballot, the question of whether a special district tax of 
thirty cents on each one hundred dollars (equal to 3 mills on each dollar) of the 
assessed value of the taxable property located within the said school district shall 
be levied for public school purposes for a period of twenty-seven (27) 
consecutive years commencing with the tax year that will begin on October 1, 
2022 (for which first tax year the tax will become due and payable on October 1, 
2023), which levy shall be in renewal and continuation of the 3 mill school 
district tax now being levied in the district. 

 The boundaries of School District No. 3 are coterminous with those of 
Lee County and include all the territory lying therein LESS AND EXCEPT the 
territory lying within the corporate limits of the Cities of Auburn and Opelika. 
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 The said election will be held at the voting places regularly established for 
County elections in School District No. 3 between the legal hours for the holding 
of elections. 

 
        
    Sheriff of Lee County, Alabama 
 

Section 5. Form of Ballot.  The form of official ballot to be used at said election shall 
be in substantially the following form, except that there shall appear on the envelope 
accompanying each ballot for absent voters an affidavit substantially equivalent to the applicable 
form of affidavit prescribed for absent voters by law: 

 
OFFICIAL BALLOT 

SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 3 
LEE COUNTY, ALABAMA 

SPECIAL ELECTION FOR RENEWAL AND 
CONTINUATION OF THE LEVY OF THE 

3 MILL SCHOOL DISTRICT TAX 
(Amendment No. 382, Constitution of Alabama of 1901) 

February 19, 2019 
 
  Shall the governing body of Lee County, Alabama, be authorized to levy a 
special district tax of thirty cents on each one hundred dollars (equal to 3 mills on 
each dollar) of the assessed value of the taxable property located within School 
District No. 3 in said county, the area comprising the said district being all the 
area lying within the boundaries of the county less and except the area lying 
within the corporate limits of the Cities of Auburn and Opelika, for public school 
purposes for a period of twenty-seven (27) consecutive years commencing with 
the tax year that will begin on October 1, 2022 (for which tax year the tax will 
become due and payable on October 1, 2023), which levy shall be in renewal and 
continuation of the 3 mill school district tax now being levied in the said school 
district? 
 _________________________________________________________________ 
 
   ( ) FOR proposed taxation 
 _________________________________________________________________ 
 
   ( ) AGAINST proposed taxation 
 _________________________________________________________________ 
 

 The voter shall make a cross mark (X) before the proposition that expresses his or her 
choice. 

Section 6. Ballots for Absent Voters.  The form of the ballots for absent voters to be 
cast at the election shall be the same as that provided above except as follows: 

(a) In lieu of the words "Official Ballot" at the heading of the ballot 
there shall be substituted the words "Official Absentee Ballot"; 
(b) In lieu of the instructions to voters appearing at the end of the 
Official Ballot there shall be substituted the following: 

Instructions to Voters 
 The voter shall record his or her choice, whether for or against the said 
special tax, by placing a cross mark before or after the words expressing his or her 
choice. 
(c) Each absentee ballot shall be accompanied by an envelope on 
which there shall be printed an affidavit in the form prescribed by law for absent 
voters for elections held in this state. 
Section 7. Conduct of Election.  The special election to be held in the District on 

February 19, 2019, shall be held and the results of such election shall be declared in the same 
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manner and by the same officers as the results of regular elections for county officers, under the 
general election laws of the state. 

 
Commissioner Ham moved that said resolution and order be adopted, which motion was 
seconded by Commissioner Long and, upon said motion being put to vote, the following vote 
was recorded: 
   YEAS:      NAYS: 
             5                0  
 
The chairman thereupon declared that the said motion for the adoption of said resolution and 
order had been unanimously adopted. 

 
(5) [County District] 

PROCEEDINGS PERTAINING TO THE REQUEST FOR 
AND CALL OF A SPECIAL ELECTION FOR RENEWAL  

AND CONTINUATION OF THE LEVY OF THE  
5 MILL SCHOOL TAX IN SCHOOL DISTRICT 
NO. 3 (COUNTY DISTRICT) IN LEE COUNTY 

(Amendment No. 309, Constitution of Alabama of 1901)  

 The following resolution and order was introduced in writing by Commissioner Ham:  
 BE IT RESOLVED, ORDERED AND DECREED by the Lee County Commission 
(herein called "the Commission") as follows: 

Section 1. Findings.  (a)  The Commission hereby finds, determines and declares that 
there has been filed with the Commission the following written request from the Lee County 
Board of Education: 
 
TO THE COUNTY COMMISSION OF LEE COUNTY, ALABAMA: 
 We hereby transmit to and file with you the attached copy of a resolution which was duly 
adopted by the Lee County Board of Education at a meeting thereof duly convened and held on 
November 13, 2018.  You are hereby requested to call and cause to be held on February 19, 
2019, in School District No. 3 in Lee County, Alabama, a special election as set forth in the said 
resolution.  The boundaries of School District No. 3 are as set forth in the said resolution. 
 
    Yours very truly, 
 
    LEE COUNTY BOARD OF EDUCATION 
 
 By   
     Its Secretary 
 
There was attached to the said request a certified copy of the following resolution: 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED by the Lee County Board of Education (herein called "the Board"), 
in the State of Alabama, as follows: 

Section 1. Findings.  Preliminary to the adoption of this resolution, the Board has 
caused an investigation to be made of the facts set out in the following statements and, on the 
basis thereof, the Board has found and does hereby declare as follows: 

(a) Lee County (herein called "the County") is currently levying a special 
district tax for public school purposes at the rate of fifty cents on each one 
hundred dollars (or 5 mills on each dollar) of the assessed value of taxable 
property in the special ad valorem tax school district in the County known as 
School District No. 3 (herein called "District No. 3") and consisting of the 
territory within the County LESS AND EXCEPT the territory lying within the 
corporate limits of the Cities of Auburn and Opelika in the County (which cities 
have independent boards of education), which special district tax has been 
authorized to be levied annually until and including the levy for the tax year 
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beginning October 1, 2021 (for which tax year the tax will become due and 
payable on October 1, 2022), being the tax that was originally authorized and 
provided for in Amendment No. 309 to the Constitution of Alabama of 1901 and 
an election held on March 9, 1993. 
(b) All the area lying within District No. 3 is subject to the jurisdiction and 
control of the Board.   
(c) The Board has determined that it is necessary and desirable that the 
special district tax now being levied in District No. 3 be continued after the 
expiration of the period for which the said tax is currently authorized to be levied. 
(d) The Board has caused a map to be prepared by the County Surveyor or 
other competent person pursuant to and in the form and containing the 
information provided in and required by Section 16-13-191 of the Code of 
Alabama 1975, and showing the boundaries of District No. 3. 
Section 2. Petition to County Commission.  The Board does hereby respectfully 

petition and request the Lee County Commission to call an election to be held on February 19, 
2019, in District No. 3 to determine whether or not a special district tax of fifty cents on each 
one hundred dollars (5 mills on each dollar) of the assessed value of the property subject to 
taxation in District No. 3 shall be levied annually for public school purposes within District No. 
3 for a period of twenty-seven (27) consecutive years commencing with the tax year that will 
begin on October 1, 2022 (for which first tax year the tax will become due and payable on 
October 1, 2023); the said levy, if authorized, not to operate to increase the presently existing 5 
mill district school tax in District No. 3 but to be in renewal and continuation of the 5 mill 
district school tax now being levied in District No. 3. 

Section 3. Delivery of Request.  The Secretary of the Board shall be and hereby is 
directed and instructed to prepare and deliver a certified copy of this resolution to the Lee 
County Commission, accompanied by a written request that the said County Commission call the 
aforesaid election pursuant to the provisions of this resolution.  The Secretary of the Board is 
further directed to transmit to the said County Commission, with the said copy of this resolution, 
a full and correct description of District No. 3, together with a map of the said special school 
district, made by the County Surveyor or other competent person, showing thereon the 
boundaries of District No. 3 and indicating thereon the sections and ranges in the said special 
school district and the location of public utilities, such as power plants, railroad and telegraph 
lines, if any, in the said special school district and the railroad mileage for each and every 
corporation having property therein.  The Secretary of the Board is further directed to record in 
the minutes of the Board a full and correct description of the boundaries of the said special 
school district, together with a copy of the said map, and to furnish the said description  and a 
copy of the said map to (a) the Judge of Probate of the County (who is hereby requested to 
record the same in a book kept by him for that purpose), (b) the State Department of Education, 
and (c) the State Department of Revenue (which shall also be furnished with as many additional 
copies of the said map as there are public utilities located in the said special school district). 

 
(HERE ENDS THE RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION) 

 
(b) The Commission hereby further finds, determines and declares that said petition 

complies in all respects with the applicable provisions of Article 9 of Chapter 13 of Title 16 of 
the Code of Alabama 1975, and that the findings set out in Section 1 of the resolution adopted by 
the Board are true and correct. 

Section 2.  Call of Election.  An election shall be and hereby is called to be held in 
School District No. 3 in the County (herein called "the District") on February 19, 2019, between 
the legal hours for holding elections and at the regular voting places in the District, for the 
purpose of submitting to the electors of the District the question of whether the County shall be 
authorized to renew and continue the annual levy, for a period of twenty-seven (27) consecutive 
years beginning with the levy for the tax year that will begin on October 1, 2022 (for which first 
tax year taxes will become due and payable on October 1, 2023), of a special ad valorem tax for 
public school purposes in the District at the rate of 5 mills on each dollar of the assessed value of 
the taxable property in said District, being the tax that was originally authorized and provided for 
in Amendment No. 309 to the Constitution of Alabama of 1901; it being intended that the said 
special tax to be voted on at the said election shall constitute a continuance and renewal of the 
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said tax, as last voted in the District on March 9, 1993, and shall not constitute an increase in the 
rate of taxation presently authorized in the District. 

Section 3. Voting Places.  The said election called shall be held and conducted at the 
regularly established voting places in the District except as to the casting of ballots of absent 
voters as hereinafter provided. 

Section 4. Notice of Election.  The sheriff of the County is hereby directed to give 
notice of said election in the manner prescribed by law, by publication in Opelika-Auburn News, 
a newspaper published in the County and having general circulation in the District, once a week 
for four consecutive weeks prior to the date fixed for said election, the first publication of such 
notice to be at least thirty days before the date of the said election, and also by posting a written 
notice of said election at three public places within the District, each of which shall be posted not 
less than thirty days prior to the date fixed for said election.  The said notice to be so published 
and posted shall be in substantially the following form: 

 
NOTICE OF SPECIAL ELECTION FOR RENEWAL  

AND CONTINUATION OF THE LEVY OF THE  
5 MILL DISTRICT SCHOOL TAX IN 

SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 3 IN LEE COUNTY 
 

 Notice is hereby given that the Lee County Commission has called and 
ordered a special election to be held in School District No. 3 on February 19, 
2019, at which there will be submitted to the qualified electors of said district, for 
their determination by ballot, the question of whether a special district tax of fifty 
cents on each one hundred dollars (equal to 5 mills on each dollar) of the assessed 
value of the taxable property located within the said school district shall be levied 
for public school purposes for a period of twenty-seven (27) consecutive years 
commencing with the tax year that will begin on October 1, 2022 (for which first 
tax year the tax will become due and payable on October 1, 2023), which levy 
shall be in renewal and continuation of the 5 mill school district tax now being 
levied in the district. 

 The boundaries of School District No. 3 are coterminous with those of 
Lee County and include all the territory lying therein LESS AND EXCEPT the 
territory lying within the corporate limits of the Cities of Auburn and Opelika. 

 The said election will be held at the voting places regularly established for 
County elections in School District No. 3 between the legal hours for the holding 
of elections. 

 
        
    Sheriff of Lee County, Alabama 
 

Section 5. Form of Ballot.  The form of official ballot to be used at said election shall 
be in substantially the following form, except that there shall appear on the envelope 
accompanying each ballot for absent voters an affidavit substantially equivalent to the applicable 
form of affidavit prescribed for absent voters by law: 

 
OFFICIAL BALLOT 

SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 3 
LEE COUNTY, ALABAMA 

SPECIAL ELECTION FOR RENEWAL AND 
CONTINUATION OF THE LEVY OF THE 

5 MILL SCHOOL DISTRICT TAX 
(Amendment No. 309, Constitution of Alabama of 1901) 

February 19, 2019 
 

 
  Shall the governing body of Lee County, Alabama, be authorized to levy a 
special district tax of fifty cents on each one hundred dollars (equal to 5 mills on 
each dollar) of the assessed value of the taxable property located within School 
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District No. 3 in said county, the area comprising the said district being all the 
area lying within the boundaries of the county less and except the area lying 
within the corporate limits of the Cities of Auburn and Opelika, for public school 
purposes for a period of twenty-seven (27) consecutive years commencing with 
the tax year that will begin on October 1, 2022 (for which tax year the tax will 
become due and payable on October 1, 2023), which levy shall be in renewal and 
continuation of the 5 mill school district tax now being levied in the said school 
district? 
 
 
 _________________________________________________________________ 
 
   ( ) FOR proposed taxation 
 _________________________________________________________________ 
 
   ( ) AGAINST proposed taxation 
 _________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

            The voter shall make a cross mark (X) before the proposition that expresses his or her 
choice. 

Section 6. Ballots for Absent Voters.  The form of the ballots for absent voters to be 
cast at the election shall be the same as that provided above except as follows: 

(a) In lieu of the words "Official Ballot" at the heading of the ballot 
there shall be substituted the words "Official Absentee Ballot"; 

In lieu of the instructions to voters appearing at the end of the Official Ballot there shall 
be substituted the following: 

Instructions to Voters 
(b) The voter shall record his or her choice, whether for or against the 
said special tax, by placing a cross mark before or after the words expressing his 
or her choice. 
(c) Each absentee ballot shall be accompanied by an envelope on 

which there shall be printed an affidavit in the form prescribed by law for absent 
voters for elections held in this state. 
Section 7. Conduct of Election.  The special election to be held in the District on 

February 19, 2019, shall be held and the results of such election shall be declared in the same 
manner and by the same officers as the results of regular elections for county officers, under the 
general election laws of the state. 

 
Commissioner Ham moved that said resolution and order be adopted, which motion was 
seconded by Commissioner Long and, upon said motion being put to vote, the following vote 
was recorded: 
   YEAS:      NAYS: 
               5                         0  
 
The chairman thereupon declared that the said motion for the adoption of said resolution and 
order had been unanimously adopted. 

(6) [County District] 
PROCEEDINGS PERTAINING TO THE REQUEST FOR 
AND CALL OF A SPECIAL ELECTION FOR RENEWAL  

AND CONTINUATION OF THE LEVY OF THE  
5 MILL SCHOOL TAX IN SCHOOL DISTRICT 
NO. 3 (COUNTY DISTRICT) IN LEE COUNTY 

(Amendment No. 147, Constitution of Alabama of 1901)  

 The following resolution and order was introduced in writing by Commissioner Ham:  



 
MINUTES OF THE LEE COUNTY COMMISSION, REGULAR TERM, DECEMBER 10, 2018 

 

 
 

19

 BE IT RESOLVED, ORDERED AND DECREED by the Lee County Commission 
(herein called "the Commission") as follows: 
 

Section 1. Findings.  (a)  The Commission hereby finds, determines and declares that 
there has been filed with the Commission the following written request from the Lee County 
Board of Education: 
 
TO THE COUNTY COMMISSION OF LEE COUNTY, ALABAMA: 
 We hereby transmit to and file with you the attached copy of a resolution which was duly 
adopted by the Lee County Board of Education at a meeting thereof duly convened and held on 
November 13, 2018.  You are hereby requested to call and cause to be held on February 19, 
2019, in School District No. 3 in Lee County, Alabama, a special election as set forth in the said 
resolution.  The boundaries of School District No. 3 are as set forth in the said resolution. 
 
    Yours very truly, 
 
    LEE COUNTY BOARD OF EDUCATION 
 
 By   
     Its Secretary 
 
There was attached to the said request a certified copy of the following resolution: 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED by the Lee County Board of Education (herein called "the Board"), 
in the State of Alabama, as follows: 

Section 1. Findings.  Preliminary to the adoption of this resolution, the Board has 
caused an investigation to be made of the facts set out in the following statements and, on the 
basis thereof, the Board has found and does hereby declare as follows: 

(a) Lee County (herein called "the County") is currently levying a special 
district tax for educational purposes at the rate of fifty cents on each one hundred 
dollars (or 5 mills on each dollar) of the assessed value of taxable property in the 
special ad valorem tax school district in the County known as School District No. 
3 (herein called "District No. 3") and consisting of the territory within the County 
LESS AND EXCEPT the territory lying within the corporate limits of the Cities of 
Auburn and Opelika in the County (which cities have independent boards of 
education), which special district tax has been authorized to be levied annually 
until and including the levy for the tax year beginning October 1, 2020 (for which 
tax year the tax will become due and payable on October 1, 2021), being the tax 
that was originally authorized and provided for in Amendment No. 147 to the 
Constitution of Alabama of 1901 and an election held on October 13, 1992. 
(b) All the area lying within District No. 3 is subject to the jurisdiction and 
control of the Board.   
(c) The Board has determined that it is necessary and desirable that the 
special district tax now being levied in District No. 3 be continued after the 
expiration of the period for which the said tax is currently authorized to be levied. 
(d) The Board has caused a map to be prepared by the County Surveyor or 
other competent person pursuant to and in the form and containing the 
information provided in and required by Section 16-13-191 of the Code of 
Alabama 1975, and showing the boundaries of District No. 3. 
Section 2. Petition to County Commission.  The Board does hereby respectfully 

petition and request the Lee County Commission to call an election to be held on February 19, 
2019, in District No. 3 to determine whether or not a special district tax of fifty cents on each 
one hundred dollars (5 mills on each dollar) of the assessed value of the property subject to 
taxation in District No. 3 shall be levied annually for educational purposes within District No. 3 
for a period of twenty-eight (28) consecutive years commencing with the tax year that will begin 
on October 1, 2021 (for which first tax year the tax will become due and payable on October 1, 
2022); the said levy, if authorized, not to operate to increase the presently existing 5 mill district 
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school tax in District No. 3 but to be in renewal and continuation of the 5 mill district school tax 
now being levied in District No. 3. 

Section 3. Delivery of Request.  The Secretary of the Board shall be and hereby is 
directed and instructed to prepare and deliver a certified copy of this resolution to the Lee 
County Commission, accompanied by a written request that the said County Commission call the 
aforesaid election pursuant to the provisions of this resolution.  The Secretary of the Board is 
further directed to transmit to the said County Commission, with the said copy of this resolution, 
a full and correct description of District No. 3, together with a map of the said special school 
district, made by the County Surveyor or other competent person, showing thereon the 
boundaries of District No. 3 and indicating thereon the sections and ranges in the said special 
school district and the location of public utilities, such as power plants, railroad and telegraph 
lines, if any, in the said special school district and the railroad mileage for each and every 
corporation having property therein.  The Secretary of the Board is further directed to record in 
the minutes of the Board a full and correct description of the boundaries of the said special 
school district, together with a copy of the said map, and to furnish the said description  and a 
copy of the said map to (a) the Judge of Probate of the County (who is hereby requested to 
record the same in a book kept by him for that purpose), (b) the State Department of Education, 
and (c) the State Department of Revenue (which shall also be furnished with as many additional 
copies of the said map as there are public utilities located in the said special school district). 

 
(HERE ENDS THE RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION) 

 
(b) The Commission hereby further finds, determines and declares that said 

petition complies in all respects with the applicable provisions of Article 9 of Chapter 13 of Title 
16 of the Code of Alabama 1975, and that the findings set out in Section 1 of the resolution 
adopted by the Board are true and correct. 

Section 2. Call of Election.  An election shall be and hereby is called to be held in 
School District No. 3 in the County (herein called "the District") on February 19, 2019, between 
the legal hours for holding elections and at the regular voting places in the District, for the 
purpose of submitting to the electors of the District the question of whether the County shall be 
authorized to renew and continue the annual levy, for a period of twenty-eight (28) consecutive 
years beginning with the levy for the tax year that will begin on October 1, 2021 (for which first 
tax year taxes will become due and payable on October 1, 2022), of a special ad valorem tax for 
educational purposes in the District at the rate of 5 mills on each dollar of the assessed value of 
the taxable property in said District, being the tax that was originally authorized and provided for 
in Amendment No. 147 to the Constitution of Alabama of 1901; it being intended that the said 
special tax to be voted on at the said election shall constitute a continuance and renewal of the 
said tax, as last voted in the District on October 13, 1992, and shall not constitute an increase in 
the rate of taxation presently authorized in the District. 
 

Section 3. Voting Places.  The said election called shall be held and conducted at the 
regularly established voting places in the District except as to the casting of ballots of absent 
voters as hereinafter provided. 

 
Section 4. Notice of Election.  The sheriff of the County is hereby directed to give 

notice of said election in the manner prescribed by law, by publication in Opelika-Auburn News, 
a newspaper published in the County and having general circulation in the District, once a week 
for four consecutive weeks prior to the date fixed for said election, the first publication of such 
notice to be at least thirty days before the date of the said election, and also by posting a written 
notice of said election at three public places within the District, each of which shall be posted not 
less than thirty days prior to the date fixed for said election.  The said notice to be so published 
and posted shall be in substantially the following form: 
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NOTICE OF SPECIAL ELECTION FOR RENEWAL  
AND CONTINUATION OF THE LEVY OF THE  

5 MILL DISTRICT SCHOOL TAX IN 
SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 3 IN LEE COUNTY 

 
 Notice is hereby given that the Lee County Commission has called and 

ordered a special election to be held in School District No. 3 on February 19, 
2019, at which there will be submitted to the qualified electors of said district, for 
their determination by ballot, the question of whether a special district tax of fifty 
cents on each one hundred dollars (equal to 5 mills on each dollar) of the assessed 
value of the taxable property located within the said school district shall be levied 
for educational purposes for a period of twenty-eight (28) consecutive years 
commencing with the tax year that will begin on October 1, 2021 (for which first 
tax year the tax will become due and payable on October 1, 2022), which levy 
shall be in renewal and continuation of the 5 mill school district tax now being 
levied in the district. 

 
 The boundaries of School District No. 3 are coterminous with those of 

Lee County and include all the territory lying therein LESS AND EXCEPT the 
territory lying within the corporate limits of the Cities of Auburn and Opelika. 

 
 The said election will be held at the voting places regularly established for 

County elections in School District No. 3 between the legal hours for the holding 
of elections. 

 
        
    Sheriff of Lee County, Alabama 
 

Section 5. Form of Ballot.  The form of official ballot to be used at said election shall 
be in substantially the following form, except that there shall appear on the envelope 
accompanying each ballot for absent voters an affidavit substantially equivalent to the applicable 
form of affidavit prescribed for absent voters by law: 

 
OFFICIAL BALLOT 

SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 3 
LEE COUNTY, ALABAMA 

SPECIAL ELECTION FOR RENEWAL AND 
CONTINUATION OF THE LEVY OF THE 

5 MILL SCHOOL DISTRICT TAX 
(Amendment No. 147, Constitution of Alabama of 1901) 

February 19, 2019 
 
  Shall the governing body of Lee County, Alabama, be authorized to levy a 
special district tax of fifty cents on each one hundred dollars (equal to 5 mills on 
each dollar) of the assessed value of the taxable property located within School 
District No. 3 in said county, the area comprising the said district being all the 
area lying within the boundaries of the county less and except the area lying 
within the corporate limits of the Cities of Auburn and Opelika, for educational 
purposes for a period of twenty-eight (28) consecutive years commencing with 
the tax year that will begin on October 1, 2021 (for which tax year the tax will 
become due and payable on October 1, 2022), which levy shall be in renewal and 
continuation of the 5 mill school district tax now being levied in the said school 
district? 
 _________________________________________________________________ 
 
   ( ) FOR proposed taxation 
 _________________________________________________________________ 
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   ( ) AGAINST proposed taxation 
 _________________________________________________________________ 
 

 The voter shall make a cross mark (X) before the proposition that expresses his or her 
choice. 
 

Section 6. Ballots for Absent Voters.  The form of the ballots for absent voters to be 
cast at the election shall be the same as that provided above except as follows: 

(a) In lieu of the words "Official Ballot" at the heading of the ballot there shall be 
substituted the words "Official Absentee Ballot"; 

(b) In lieu of the instructions to voters appearing at the end of the Official Ballot 
there shall be substituted the following: 

Instructions to Voters 
 The voter shall record his or her choice, whether for or against the said 
special tax, by placing a cross mark before or after the words expressing his or her 
choice. 

(c) Each absentee ballot shall be accompanied by an envelope on which there shall be 
printed an affidavit in the form prescribed by law for absent voters for elections held in 
this state. 

Section 7. Conduct of Election.  The special election to be held in the District on 
February 19, 2019, shall be held and the results of such election shall be declared in the same 
manner and by the same officers as the results of regular elections for county officers, under the 
general election laws of the state. 

 
Commissioner Ham moved that said resolution and order be adopted, which motion was 
seconded by Commissioner Long and, upon said motion being put to vote, the following vote 
was recorded: 
   YEAS:      NAYS: 
              5                0 
 
The chairman thereupon declared that the said motion for the adoption of said resolution and 
order had been unanimously adopted. 

 
(7) [Auburn City District] 

PROCEEDINGS PERTAINING TO THE REQUEST FOR 
AND CALL OF A SPECIAL ELECTION FOR RENEWAL  

AND CONTINUATION OF THE LEVY OF THE  
3 MILL SCHOOL TAX IN SCHOOL DISTRICT 

NO. 2 (AUBURN CITY) IN LEE COUNTY 
(Amendment No. 3, Section 2, Constitution of Alabama of 1901)  

 The following resolution and order was introduced in writing by Commissioner Ham:  
  BE IT RESOLVED, ORDERED AND DECREED by the Lee County Commission 
(herein called "the Commission") as follows: 
 

Section 1. Findings.  (a)  The Commission hereby finds, determines and declares that 
there has been filed with the Commission the following written request from the Auburn City 
Board of Education: 
TO THE COUNTY COMMISSION OF LEE COUNTY, ALABAMA: 
 We hereby transmit to and file with you the attached copy of a resolution which was duly 
adopted by the Auburn City Board of Education at a meeting thereof duly convened and held on 
November 13, 2018.  You are hereby requested to call and cause to be held on February 19, 
2019, in School District No. 2 in Lee County, Alabama, a special election as set forth in the said 
resolution.  The boundaries of School District No. 2 in Lee County are coterminous with the 
corporate limits of the City of Auburn, Alabama. 
 
    Yours very truly, 



 
MINUTES OF THE LEE COUNTY COMMISSION, REGULAR TERM, DECEMBER 10, 2018 

 

 
 

23

 
    AUBURN CITY BOARD OF EDUCATION 
 
 By   
     Its Secretary 
 
There was attached to the said request a certified copy of the following resolution: 

  BE IT RESOLVED by the Auburn City Board of Education (herein called "the Board"), 
in the State of Alabama, as follows: 

Section 2. Findings.  Preliminary to the adoption of this resolution, the Board 
has caused an investigation to be made of the facts set out in the following statements and, on the 
basis thereof, the Board has found and does hereby declare as follows: 

(a) Lee County (herein called "the County") is currently levying a special 
district tax for public school purposes at the rate of thirty cents on each one 
hundred dollars (or 3 mills on each dollar) of the assessed value of taxable 
property in the special school district in the County known as School District No. 
2 (herein called "District No. 2") and consisting of all the area lying within the 
corporate limits of the City of Auburn in the County, which special district tax has 
been authorized by the electors of District No. 2 to be levied annually until and 
including the levy for the tax year beginning October 1, 2020 (for which tax year 
the tax will become due and payable on October 1, 2021), being the tax that was 
originally authorized and provided for in Section 2 of Amendment No. 3 to the 
Constitution of Alabama of 1901 and an election held on October 13, 1992. 
(b) All the area lying within District No. 2 is subject to the jurisdiction and 
control of the Board.   
(c) The Board has determined that it is necessary and desirable that the 
special district tax now being levied in District No. 2 be continued after the 
expiration of the period for which the said tax is currently authorized to be levied. 
  
Section 3. Petition to County Commission.  The Board does hereby respectfully 

petition and request the Lee County Commission to call an election to be held on February 19, 
2019, in District No. 2 to determine whether or not a special district tax of thirty cents on each 
one hundred dollars (3 mills on each dollar) of the assessed value of the property subject to 
taxation in District No. 2 shall be levied annually for public school purposes within District No. 
2 for a period of twenty-eight (28) consecutive years commencing with the tax year that will 
begin on October 1, 2021 (for which first tax year the tax will become due and payable on 
October 1, 2022); the said levy, if authorized, not to operate to increase the presently existing 3 
mill district school tax in District No. 2 but to be in renewal and continuation of the 3 mill 
district school tax now being levied in District No. 2. 

Section 4. Delivery of Request.  The Secretary of the Board shall be and hereby is 
directed and instructed to prepare and deliver a certified copy of this resolution to the Lee 
County Commission, accompanied by a written request that the said County Commission call the 
aforesaid election pursuant to the provisions of this resolution.  
 

(HERE ENDS THE RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION) 
 

(b) The Commission hereby further finds, determines and declares that said petition 
complies in all respects with the applicable provisions of Article 9 of Chapter 13 of Title 16 of 
the Code of Alabama 1975, and that the findings set out in Section 1 of the resolution adopted by 
the Board are true and correct. 
 

Section 5. Call of Election.  An election shall be and hereby is called to be held in 
School District No. 2 in the County (herein called "the District") on February 19, 2019, between 
the legal hours for holding elections and at the regular voting places in the District, for the 
purpose of submitting to the electors of the District the question of whether the County shall be 
authorized to renew and continue the annual levy, for a period of twenty-eight (28) consecutive 
years beginning with the levy for the tax year that will begin on October 1, 2021 (for which first 
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tax year taxes will become due and payable on October 1, 2022), of a special ad valorem tax for 
public school purposes in the District at the rate of 3 mills on each dollar of the assessed value of 
the taxable property in said District, being the tax that was originally authorized and provided for 
in Section 2 of Amendment No. 3 to the Constitution of Alabama of 1901; it being intended that 
the said special tax to be voted on at the said election shall constitute a continuance and renewal 
of the said tax, as last voted in the District on October 13, 1992, and shall not constitute an 
increase in the rate of taxation presently authorized in the District. 
 

Section 6. Voting Places.  The said election called shall be held and conducted at the 
regularly established voting places in the District except as to the casting of ballots of absent 
voters as hereinafter provided. 
 

Section 7. Notice of Election.  The sheriff of the County is hereby directed to give 
notice of said election in the manner prescribed by law, by publication in Opelika-Auburn News, 
a newspaper published in the County and having general circulation in the District, once a week 
for four consecutive weeks prior to the date fixed for said election, the first publication of such 
notice to be at least thirty days before the date of the said election, and also by posting a written 
notice of said election at three public places within the District, each of which shall be posted not 
less than thirty days prior to the date fixed for said election.  The said notice to be so published 
and posted shall be in substantially the following form: 

 
NOTICE OF SPECIAL ELECTION FOR RENEWAL  

AND CONTINUATION OF THE LEVY OF THE  
3 MILL DISTRICT SCHOOL TAX IN 

SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 2 (AUBURN CITY)  
IN LEE COUNTY 

 
 Notice is hereby given that the Lee County Commission has called and 

ordered a special election to be held in School District No. 2 on February 19, 
2019, at which there will be submitted to the qualified electors of said district, for 
their determination by ballot, the question of whether a special district tax of 
thirty cents on each one hundred dollars (equal to 3 mills on each dollar) of the 
assessed value of the taxable property located within the said school district shall 
be levied for public school purposes for a period of twenty-eight (28) consecutive 
years commencing with the tax year that will begin on October 1, 2021 (for which 
first tax year the tax will become due and payable on October 1, 2022), which 
levy shall be in renewal and continuation of the 3 mill school district tax now 
being levied in the district. 

The boundaries of School District No. 2 are coterminous with the 
corporate limits of the City of Auburn in Lee County. 

 The said election will be held at the voting places regularly established for 
County elections in School District No. 2 between the legal hours for the holding 
of elections. 

 
        
    Sheriff of Lee County, Alabama 
 

Section 8. Form of Ballot.  The form of official ballot to be used at said election shall 
be in substantially the following form, except that there shall appear on the envelope 
accompanying each ballot for absent voters an affidavit substantially equivalent to the applicable 
form of affidavit prescribed for absent voters by law: 

 
OFFICIAL BALLOT 
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SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 2 
(AUBURN CITY) 

LEE COUNTY, ALABAMA 
SPECIAL ELECTION FOR RENEWAL AND 
CONTINUATION OF THE LEVY OF THE 

3 MILL SCHOOL DISTRICT TAX 
(Amendment No. 3, Section 2, Constitution of Alabama of 1901) 

February 19, 2019 
 
  Shall the governing body of Lee County, Alabama, be authorized to levy a 
special district tax of thirty cents on each one hundred dollars (equal to 3 mills on 
each dollar) of the assessed value of the taxable property located within School 
District No. 2 in said county, the area comprising the said district being all the 
area lying within the corporate limits of the City of Auburn in Lee County, for 
public school purposes for a period of twenty-eight (28) consecutive years 
commencing with the tax year that will begin on October 1, 2021 (for which tax 
year the tax will become due and payable on October 1, 2022), which levy shall 
be in renewal and continuation of the 3 mill school district tax now being levied 
in the said school district? 
 _________________________________________________________________ 
 
   ( ) FOR proposed taxation 
 _________________________________________________________________ 
 
   ( ) AGAINST proposed taxation 
 _________________________________________________________________ 
 

 The voter shall make a cross mark (X) before the proposition that expresses his or her 
choice. 
 

Section 9. Ballots for Absent Voters.  The form of the ballots for absent voters to be 
cast at the election shall be the same as that provided above except as follows: 

(a) In lieu of the words "Official Ballot" at the heading of the ballot 
there shall be substituted the words "Official Absentee Ballot"; 

(b) In lieu of the instructions to voters appearing at the end of the 
Official Ballot there shall be substituted the following: 

 
Instructions to Voters 

 The voter shall record his or her choice, whether for or against the said 
special tax, by placing a cross mark before or after the words expressing his or her 
choice. 

(c) Each absentee ballot shall be accompanied by an envelope on 
which there shall be printed an affidavit in the form prescribed by law for absent 
voters for elections held in this state. 
Section 10. Conduct of Election.  The special election to be held in the District on 

February 19, 2019, shall be held and the results of such election shall be declared in the same 
manner and by the same officers as the results of regular elections for county officers, under the 
general election laws of the state. 

 
Commissioner Ham moved that said resolution and order be adopted, which motion was 
seconded by Commissioner Long and, upon said motion being put to vote, the following vote 
was recorded: 
   YEAS:      NAYS: 
             5                0 
 
The chairman thereupon declared that the said motion for the adoption of said resolution and 
order had been unanimously adopted.  
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    (8) [Opelika City District] 
PROCEEDINGS PERTAINING TO THE REQUEST FOR 
AND CALL OF A SPECIAL ELECTION FOR RENEWAL  

AND CONTINUATION OF THE LEVY OF THE  
3 MILL SCHOOL TAX IN SCHOOL DISTRICT 

NO. 1 (OPELIKA CITY) IN LEE COUNTY 
(Amendment No. 3, Section 2, Constitution of Alabama of 1901) 

 The following resolution and order was introduced in writing by Commissioner Ham:   
 BE IT RESOLVED, ORDERED AND DECREED by the Lee County Commission 
(herein called "the Commission") as follows: 

Section 1. Findings.  (a)  The Commission hereby finds, determines and declares that 
there has been filed with the Commission the following written request from the Opelika City 
Board of Education: 
 
TO THE COUNTY COMMISSION OF LEE COUNTY, ALABAMA: 

  We hereby transmit to and file with you the attached copy of a resolution which was duly 
adopted by the Opelika City Board of Education at a meeting thereof duly convened and held on 
November 13, 2018.  You are hereby requested to call and cause to be held on February 19, 
2019, in School District No. 1 in Lee County, Alabama, a special election as set forth in the said 
resolution.  The boundaries of School District No. 1 in Lee County are coterminous with the 
corporate limits of the City of Opelika, Alabama. 
 
    Yours very truly, 
 
    OPELIKA CITY BOARD OF EDUCATION 
 
 By   
     Its Secretary 
 
There was attached to the said request a certified copy of the following resolution: 
 BE IT RESOLVED by the Opelika City Board of Education (herein called "the Board"), 
in the State of Alabama, as follows: 

Section 2. Findings.  Preliminary to the adoption of this resolution, the Board has 
caused an investigation to be made of the facts set out in the following statements and, on the 
basis thereof, the Board has found and does hereby declare as follows: 
 

(a) Lee County (herein called "the County") is currently levying a special 
district tax for public school purposes at the rate of thirty cents on each one 
hundred dollars (or 3 mills on each dollar) of the assessed value of taxable 
property in the special school district in the County known as School District No. 
1 (herein called "District No. 1") and consisting of all the area lying within the 
corporate limits of the City of Opelika in the County, which special district tax 
has been authorized by the electors of District No. 1 to be levied annually until 
and including the levy for the tax year beginning October 1, 2020 (for which tax 
year the tax will become due and payable on October 1, 2021), being the tax that 
was originally authorized and provided for in Section 2 of Amendment No. 3 to 
the Constitution of Alabama of 1901 and an election held on October 13, 1992. 
(b) All the area lying within District No. 1 is subject to the jurisdiction and 
control of the Board.   
(c) The Board has determined that it is necessary and desirable that the 
special district tax now being levied in District No. 1 be continued after the 
expiration of the period for which the said tax is currently authorized to be levied. 
  
Section 3. Petition to County Commission.  The Board does hereby respectfully 

petition and request the Lee County Commission to call an election to be held on February 19, 
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2019, in District No. 1 to determine whether or not a special district tax of thirty cents on each 
one hundred dollars (3 mills on each dollar) of the assessed value of the property subject to 
taxation in District No. 1 shall be levied annually for public school purposes within District No. 
1 for a period of twenty-eight (28) consecutive years commencing with the tax year that will 
begin on October 1, 2021 (for which first tax year the tax will become due and payable on 
October 1, 2022); the said levy, if authorized, not to operate to increase the presently existing 3 
mill district school tax in District No. 1 but to be in renewal and continuation of the 3 mill 
district school tax now being levied in District No. 1. 
 

Section 4. Delivery of Request.  The Secretary of the Board shall be and hereby is 
directed and instructed to prepare and deliver a certified copy of this resolution to the Lee 
County Commission, accompanied by a written request that the said County Commission call the 
aforesaid election pursuant to the provisions of this resolution.  

 
(HERE ENDS THE RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION) 

 
(b)The Commission hereby further finds, determines and declares that said petition 

complies in all respects with the applicable provisions of Article 9 of Chapter 13 of Title 16 of 
the Code of Alabama 1975, and that the findings set out in Section 1 of the resolution adopted by 
the Board are true and correct. 
 

Section 5. Call of Election.  An election shall be and hereby is called to be held in 
School District No. 1 in the County (herein called "the District") on February 19, 2019, between 
the legal hours for holding elections and at the regular voting places in the District, for the 
purpose of submitting to the electors of the District the question of whether the County shall be 
authorized to renew and continue the annual levy, for a period of twenty-eight (28) consecutive 
years beginning with the levy for the tax year that will begin on October 1, 2021 (for which first 
tax year taxes will become due and payable on October 1, 2022), of a special ad valorem tax for 
public school purposes in the District at the rate of 3 mills on each dollar of the assessed value of 
the taxable property in said District, being the tax that was originally authorized and provided for 
in Section 2 of Amendment No. 3 to the Constitution of Alabama of 1901; it being intended that 
the said special tax to be voted on at the said election shall constitute a continuance and renewal 
of the said tax, as last voted in the District on October 13, 1992, and shall not constitute an 
increase in the rate of taxation presently authorized in the District. 

Section 6. Voting Places.  The said election called shall be held and conducted at the 
regularly established voting places in the District except as to the casting of ballots of absent 
voters as hereinafter provided. 

Section 7. Notice of Election.  The sheriff of the County is hereby directed to give 
notice of said election in the manner prescribed by law, by publication in Opelika-Auburn News, 
a newspaper published in the County and having general circulation in the District, once a week 
for four consecutive weeks prior to the date fixed for said election, the first publication of such 
notice to be at least thirty days before the date of the said election, and also by posting a written 
notice of said election at three public places within the District, each of which shall be posted not 
less than thirty days prior to the date fixed for said election.  The said notice to be so published 
and posted shall be in substantially the following form: 

 
NOTICE OF SPECIAL ELECTION FOR RENEWAL  

AND CONTINUATION OF THE LEVY OF THE  
3 MILL DISTRICT SCHOOL TAX IN 

SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 1 (OPELIKA CITY)  
IN LEE COUNTY 

 
 Notice is hereby given that the Lee County Commission has called and 

ordered a special election to be held in School District No. 1 on February 19, 
2019, at which there will be submitted to the qualified electors of said district, for 
their determination by ballot, the question of whether a special district tax of 
thirty cents on each one hundred dollars (equal to 3 mills on each dollar) of the 
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assessed value of the taxable property located within the said school district shall 
be levied for public school purposes for a period of twenty-eight (28) consecutive 
years commencing with the tax year that will begin on October 1, 2021 (for which 
first tax year the tax will become due and payable on October 1, 2022), which 
levy shall be in renewal and continuation of the 3 mill school district tax now 
being levied in the district. 

 
 The boundaries of School District No. 1 are coterminous with the 

corporate limits of the City of Opelika in Lee County. 
 
 The said election will be held at the voting places regularly established for 

County elections in School District No. 1 between the legal hours for the holding 
of elections. 

 
        
    Sheriff of Lee County, Alabama 

Section 8. Form of Ballot.  The form of official ballot to be used at said election shall 
be in substantially the following form, except that there shall appear on the envelope 
accompanying each ballot for absent voters an affidavit substantially equivalent to the applicable 
form of affidavit prescribed for absent voters by law: 

 
OFFICIAL BALLOT 

SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 1 
(OPELIKA CITY) 

LEE COUNTY, ALABAMA 
SPECIAL ELECTION FOR RENEWAL AND 
CONTINUATION OF THE LEVY OF THE 

3 MILL SCHOOL DISTRICT TAX 
(Amendment No. 3, Section 2, Constitution of Alabama of 1901) 

February 19, 2019 
 

  Shall the governing body of Lee County, Alabama, be authorized to levy a 
special district tax of thirty cents on each one hundred dollars (equal to 3 mills on 
each dollar) of the assessed value of the taxable property located within School 
District No. 1 in said county, the area comprising the said district being all the 
area lying within the corporate limits of the City of Opelika in Lee County, for 
public school purposes for a period of twenty-eight (28) consecutive years 
commencing with the tax year that will begin on October 1, 2021 (for which tax 
year the tax will become due and payable on October 1, 2022), which levy shall 
be in renewal and continuation of the 3 mill school district tax now being levied 
in the said school district? 
_______________________________________________________________ 
 
   ( ) FOR proposed taxation 
 _________________________________________________________________ 
 
   ( ) AGAINST proposed taxation 
 _________________________________________________________________ 
 

 The voter shall make a cross mark (X) before the proposition that expresses his or her 
choice. 

Section 9. Ballots for Absent Voters.  The form of the ballots for absent voters to be 
cast at the election shall be the same as that provided above except as follows:  

(a) In lieu of the words "Official Ballot" at the heading of the ballot there shall be 
substituted the words "Official Absentee Ballot"; 

(b) In lieu of the instructions to voters appearing at the end of the Official 
Ballot there shall be substituted the following: 

Instructions to Voters 
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 The voter shall record his or her choice, whether for or against the said 
special tax, by placing a cross mark before or after the words expressing his or her 
choice. 
(c) Each absentee ballot shall be accompanied by an envelope on which 

there shall be printed an affidavit in the form prescribed by law for absent 
voters for elections held in this state. 

Section 10. Conduct of Election.  The special election to be held in the District on 
February 19, 2019, shall be held and the results of such election shall be declared in the same 
manner and by the same officers as the results of regular elections for county officers, under the 
general election laws of the state. 
 
Commissioner Ham moved that said resolution and order be adopted, which motion was 
seconded by Commissioner Long and, upon said motion being put to vote, the following vote 
was recorded: 
   YEAS:      NAYS: 
              5               0 
The chairman thereupon declared that the said motion for the adoption of said resolution and 
order had been unanimously adopted.  
 
    (9) [Lee County Youth Development] 

PROCEEDINGS PERTAINING TO THE REQUEST 
FOR AND CALL OF A SPECIAL ELECTION 

ON THE RENEWAL AND CONTINUATION OF  
THE LEVY OF A 1.5 MILL COUNTYWIDE 

TAX IN LEE COUNTY  
(Amendment No. 324, Constitution of Alabama of 1901) 

 

The following resolution and order was introduced in writing by Commissioner Ham:  

BE IT RESOLVED, ORDERED AND DECREED by the Lee County Commission 
(herein called "the Commission") as follows: 

Section 1. Findings.  The Commission hereby finds, determines and declares that 
there has been filed with the Commission the following written request from the Lee County 
Youth Development Board: 

TO THE COUNTY COMMISSION OF LEE COUNTY, ALABAMA: 
  We hereby transmit to and file with you the attached copy of a resolution which was duly 
adopted by the Board of Directors of the Lee County Youth Development Center, Inc. at a 
meeting thereof duly convened and held on October 15, 2018.  You are hereby requested to call 
and cause to be held on February 19, 2019, in Lee County, Alabama, a special election as set 
forth in the said resolution. 
    
    Yours very truly, 
 
    LEE COUNTY YOUTH DEVELOPMENT CENTER, INC.  
 
 By   
     Its Executive Director There was attached to the said request a copy of the following resolution: 
 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Directors of the Lee County Youth Development 
Center, Inc. ("the Board"), in the State of Alabama, as follows: 

Section 2. Findings.  Preliminary to the adoption of this resolution, the Board has caused 
an investigation to be made of the facts set out in the following statements and, on the basis 
thereof, the Board has found and does hereby declare as follows: 
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(a) Amendment No. 324 to the Constitution of Alabama authorizes the levy, 
subject to approval by the electorate, of a special county tax ("the Special Tax") 
for improving the enforcement in Lee County (the "County") of laws relative to 
neglected, delinquent and dependent children and enlarging, improving and 
providing new services to and facilities for handling neglected, delinquent and 
dependent children, including capital improvements for such purposes, said tax 
to be in addition to all other taxes now or hereafter authorized and said tax to 
be levied on all taxable property in the County.  The Special Tax was approved 
at an election held in the County on October 15, 1991, and is currently being 
levied in the County. 
(b) The Special Tax was originally authorized to be levied at the rate of ten 
cents on each one hundred dollars worth of taxable property (or one mill) and 
the rate thereof was subsequently increased to 1-1/2 mill, under proceedings 
taken by the County Commission pursuant to the said Constitution. 
(c) The Board has determined that it is necessary and desirable that an 
election be held in the County on the proposition of renewing and continuing 
the levy of the Special Tax beyond the current authorized duration. 
Section 2. Petition to County Commission.  The Board does hereby respectfully 

petition and request the County Commission to call a special election to be held on February 19, 
2019, in the County to determine whether or not the Special Tax of fifteen cents on each one 
hundred dollars (1-1/2 mills on each dollar) of the assessed value of the property subject to 
taxation in the County shall be levied annually for the purpose of improving the enforcement in 
the County of laws relating to neglected, delinquent and dependent children and for other 
purposes related thereto for a period of thirty consecutive years commencing with the tax year 
that will begin on October 1, 2021 (for which first tax year the tax will become due and payable 
on October 1, 2022); the said levy, if authorized by the electorate, to be in renewal and 
continuation of the Special Tax for the same purposes as were approved at an election held in 
the County on October 15, 1991. 

Section 3. Delivery of Request.  The Executive Director of the Board shall be and 
hereby is directed and instructed to prepare and deliver a copy of this resolution to the Lee 
County Commission, accompanied by a written request that the said County Commission call the 
aforesaid election pursuant to the provisions of this resolution. 

(HERE ENDS THE RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD) 

Section 5. Call of Election.  An election shall be and hereby is called to be held in 
Lee County (the "County") on February 19, 2019, between the legal hours for 
holding elections and at the regular voting places in the County, for the purpose of 
submitting to the electors of the County the question of whether the Commission 
shall be authorized to levy, for a period of thirty (30) consecutive years beginning 
with the levy for the tax year that will begin on October 1, 2021 (for which first 
tax year taxes will become due and payable on October 1, 2022), a special ad 
valorem tax for various purposes related to juvenile law enforcement in the 
County at the rate of fifteen cents on each one hundred dollars (or 1-1/2 mills on 
each dollar) of the assessed value of taxable property in the County, being the tax 
authorized and provided for in Amendment No. 324 to the Constitution of 
Alabama and now being levied pursuant to an election held in the County on 
October 15, 1991. 

Section 4. Voting Places.  The said election called shall be held and conducted at the 
regularly established voting places in the County except as to the casting of ballots of absent 
voters as hereinafter provided. 

Section 5. Notice of Election.  The sheriff of the County is hereby directed to give 
notice of said election in the manner prescribed by law, by publication in Opelika – Auburn 
News, a newspaper published and having general circulation in the County, once a week for four 
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consecutive weeks prior to the date fixed for said election, the first publication of such notice to 
be at least thirty days before the date of the said election: 

 
NOTICE OF SPECIAL ELECTION FOR THE 

RENEWAL AND CONTINUATION OF  
THE LEVY OF A 1-1/2 MILL COUNTY  

TAX IN LEE COUNTY FOR VARIOUS PURPOSES 
RELATED TO JUVENILE LAW ENFORCEMENT 

(Amendment No. 324, Constitution of Alabama of 1901) 
 

Notice is hereby given that the Lee County Commission has called and ordered a special 
election to be held in Lee County on February 19, 2019, at which there will be submitted to the 
qualified electors of the County, for their determination by ballot, the question of whether a 
special property or ad valorem tax of fifteen cents on each one hundred dollars (equal to 1-1/2 
mills on each dollar) of the assessed value of taxable property located within the County shall be 
levied for the purpose of improving the enforcement in Lee County of laws relative to neglected, 
delinquent and dependent children and enlarging, improving and providing new services to and 
facilities for handling neglected, delinquent and dependent children, for a period of thirty (30) 
consecutive years commencing with the tax year that will begin on October 1, 2021 (for which 
first tax year the tax will become due and payable on October 1, 2022), which levy shall be in 
renewal and continuation of the tax now levied in the County for the said purposes. 
 The said election will be held at the voting places regularly established for County 
elections in the County between the legal hours for holding elections. 

 

Sheriff of 
LEE COUNTY, ALABAMA 

Section 6. Form of Ballot.  The form of official ballot to be used at said election shall 
be in substantially the following form, except that there shall appear on the envelope 
accompanying each ballot for absent voters an affidavit substantially equivalent to the applicable 
form of affidavit prescribed for absent voters by law: 

OFFICIAL BALLOT 
LEE COUNTY, ALABAMA 

SPECIAL ELECTION FOR RENEWAL AND CONTINUATION  
OF THE LEVY OF A 1-1/2 MILL COUNTY TAX FOR 
JUVENILE LAW ENFORCEMENT IN LEE COUNTY 
(Amendment No. 324, Constitution of Alabama of 1901) 

February 19, 2019 
 

Shall the governing body of Lee County, Alabama, be authorized to levy 
annually, in addition to all other taxes now or hereafter authorized, a special 
county tax of fifteen cents on each one hundred dollars (equal to 1-1/2 mills on 
each dollar) of the assessed value of taxable property located in said Lee County 
for the purpose of improving the enforcement in said County of laws relative to 
neglected, delinquent and dependent children and such other purposes as 
authorized by Amendment No. 324 to the Constitution of Alabama of 1901, for a 
period of thirty (30) consecutive years commencing with the tax year that will 
begin on October 1, 2021 (for which tax year taxes will become due and payable 
on October 1, 2022), which special tax shall be in renewal and continuation of the 
special tax at the same rate and for the same purposes that is now being levied in 
said County? 

 ____________________________________________________________________ 
 
   ( ) FOR proposed taxation 
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 ____________________________________________________________________ 
 
   ( ) AGAINST proposed taxation  
 ____________________________________________________________________ 

 
The voter shall make a cross mark (X) before the proposition that expresses his or her choice. 
 

Section 7. Ballots for Absent Voters.  The form of the ballots for absent voters to be 
cast at the election shall be the same as that provided above except as follows: (a) In lieu of the words "Official Ballot" at the heading of the ballot there shall be substituted the words "Official Absentee Ballot"; (b) In lieu of the instructions to voters appearing at the end of the Official Ballot there shall be substituted the following (or such other instructions as may be directed by statute): 

Instructions to Voters 

 The voter shall record his or her choice, whether for or against the said special 
tax, by placing a cross mark before or after the words expressing his or her choice. (c) Each absentee ballot shall be accompanied by an envelope on which there shall be printed an affidavit in the form prescribed by law for absent voters for elections held in this state. 

Section 8. Conduct of Election.  The special election to be held in the County on 
February 19, 2019, shall be held and the results of such election shall be declared in the same 
manner and by the same officers as the results of regular elections for county officers, under the 
general election laws of the state. 

Commissioner Ham moved that said resolution and order be adopted, which motion was 
seconded by Commissioner Long and, upon said motion being put to vote, the following vote 
was recorded: 
   YEAS:    NAYS: 

     5                            0  
 

The chairman thereupon declared that the said motion for the adoption of said resolution and 
order had been unanimously adopted. 

*            *            * 

 

Commissioner Ham presented a proposal to increase the income threshold for the spay 
and neuter program.  Commissioner Ham stated the income threshold amount will be increased 
from $25,000 to $30,000.  Judge English questioned whether the amount is tied to Medicaid 
eligibility or not.  Commissioner Eckman made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Lawrence 
to increase the income threshold to $30,000.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 
Judge English discussed cancelling the second December meeting, as has been done the 

last five years.  Judge English stated he had talked to Sheriff Jones, County Engineer Justin 
Hardee and Mr. Rendleman and all indicated there were no pressing items at this time that would 
necessitate a second December meeting.  Commissioner Lawrence made a motion, seconded by 
Commissioner Eckman to cancel the second December meeting.   Further, Judge English stated 
he would call an emergency meeting if the need arises.  The motion carried unanimously 

 
 
Revenue Commissioner Oline Price introduced Mr. Kevin Horne to discuss his request 

for a tax abatement for his company V2 Composites, Incorporated located in Auburn at 770 Lee 
Road 191.  Mr. Horne thanked the Commission and the State of Alabama concerning an 
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abatement which was approved over 20 years ago.  Mr. Horne stated the business continues to 
grow and the abatement would be for additional space for increased capacity.  Mr. Horne stated 
the company produces reinforced plastic.  Judge English stated this is a 10-year tax abatement.      
Commissioner Ham made a motion, seconded by Commissioner LaGrand to approve the 
following Resolution and grant the tax abatement for V2 Composites, Incorporated as presented.  
The motion carried unanimously.   

 
The following Resolution is made this 10th day of December 2018, by the Lee County 

Commission (the Granting Authority), to grant a tax abatement to V2 Composites, Inc. (the 
Company).   

 
WHEREAS, the Company has announced plans for a major addition to their existing 

facility (the Project), located within the jurisdiction of the Granting Authority; and 
WHEREAS, pursuant to the Tax Incentive Reform Act of 1992 (Section 40-9B-1 et seq., 

Code of Alabama 1975) (the Act) the Company has requested from the Granting Authority an 
Abatement of:  

• all state and local noneducational property taxes, 
• all construction related transaction taxes, except those local construction related 

transaction taxes levied for educational purposes or for capital improvements for 
education. 

WHEREAS, the Company has requested that the abatement of state and local 
noneducational property taxes (if applicable) be extended for a period of 10 years, in accordance 
with the Act; and  

WHEREAS, the Granting Authority has considered the request of the Company and the 
completed applications (copy available in Commission Office) filed with the Granting Authority 
by the Company, in connection with its request; and 

WHEREAS, the Granting Authority has found the information contained in the 
Company’s application to be sufficient to permit the Granting Authority to make a reasonable 
cost/benefit analysis of the proposed project and to determine the economic benefits to the 
community; and  

WHEREAS, the construction of the project will involve a capital investment of 
$2,900,000; and 

WHEREAS, the Company is duly qualified to do business in the State of Alabama, and 
has powers to enter into, and to perform and observe the agreements and covenants on its part 
contained in the Tax Abatement Agreement; and 

WHEREAS, the Granting Authority represents and warrants to the Company that is has 
power under the constitution and laws of the State of Alabama (including particularly the 
provisions of the Act) to carry out the provisions of the Tax Abatement Agreement;  

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Granting Authority as follows:  
Section 1.  Approval is hereby given to the application of the Company and abatement is 

hereby granted of: 
• all state and local noneducational property taxes, 
• all construction related transaction taxes, except those local construction related 

transaction taxes levied for educational purposes or for capital improvements for 
education 

as the same may apply to the fullest extent permitted by the Act.  The period of abatement for the 
noneducational property taxes (if applicable) shall extend for a period of 10 years measured as 
provided in Section 40-9B-3(a)(12) or the Act.    

Section 2. The governing body of the Granting Authority is authorized to enter into 
an abatement agreement with the Company to provide for the abatement grated in Section 1.  

Section 3. A certified copy of this Resolution, with the application and abatement 
agreement, shall be forwarded to the Company to deliver to the appropriate local taxing 
authorities (if applicable) and to the Alabama Department of Revenue in accordance with this 
Act.   

Section 4. The governing body of the Granting Authority is authorized to take any 
and all actions necessary or desirable to accomplish the purpose of the foregoing of this 
Resolution.   
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Sheriff Jones presented the Commission a Memorandum of Agreement with the State 
Board of Education.  Sheriff Jones explained the State Board of Education is requesting that 
Deputy Pamela Revels serve as School Safety Coordinator for a multi-county area, and, in turn 
the State Board of Education will pay half of Deputy Revel’s salary to serve in this capacity.    
Commissioner Lawrence questioned the term of the agreement.  Sheriff Jones responded it is a 
one-year agreement.  Further, Sheriff Jones reminded the Commission Deputy Revels is an 
expert with these types of programs and has received national recognition.   Commissioner 
Lawrence made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Eckman to authorize Sheriff Jones to sign 
the Memorandum of Agreement with the State Board of Education, as presented.  The motion 
carried unanimously.     

 
 
Commissioner Ham made a motion to approve the following Resolution for a retail beer 

and retail table wine (off premises only) license application for the Corner Shop located in 
District 4.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Lawrence and carried unanimously.      

 
BE IT RESOLVED, the Lee County Commission does hereby approve the license 

transfer for Corner Shop located at 5740 US Highway 29 North, Opelika, Alabama.     
 

 
County Engineer Justin Hardee stated a citizen had approached the Highway Department 

to request to reduce the speed limit on Lee Road 537 in Rock Creek Subdivision.    Mr. Hardee 
stated the Highway Department performed a traffic study which verifies a reduction is necessary.  
Mr. Hardee recommended the speed limit be reduced from 45 MPH to 25 MPH on Lee Road 
537.  Commissioner Ham made a motion, seconded by Commissioner LaGrand to reduce the 
speed limit on Lee Road 537 from 45 MPH to 25 MPH in Rock Creek Subdivision.  The motion 
carried unanimously.  

 
 
County Administrator Roger Rendleman presented a salary variance request for the 

position of chief financial officer.  Mr. Rendleman stated he has completed the selection process 
and stated the selected candidate far exceeds the minimum standards.  Further, Mr. Rendleman 
stated the candidate has two degrees and has six-years of experience as Deputy Administrator in 
another county in the State of Alabama.  Mr. Rendleman asked the Commission to authorize 
starting the candidate at a Pay Grade 23, Step I, due to his experience and knowledge.  
Commissioner Lawrence made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Ham to authorize the 
request by Mr. Rendleman.  The motion carried unanimously.   

    
 
Last, Mr. Rendleman presented a deposit fee waiver request for use of the meeting center 

from the University of South Alabama.   Mr. Rendleman explained that they would like to use 
the facility to introduce potential students from Lee County to their university.  Commissioner 
Ham made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Long to honor the request and waive the 
deposit fee for the University of South Alabama.  The motion carried unanimously.     

 
 
Commissioner Lawrence made a motion at approximately 5:20 PM to adjourn.  The 

motion was seconded by Commissioner Long and carried unanimously.  Commissioner 
Lawrence wished everyone a “Merry Christmas”.  Judge English agreed and reminded everyone 
that the next meeting will be January 14, 2019. 
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